ShahaE could 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli Police Minister Moabe Shaba! said on 
Friday he could envisage creation of a Palestinian statu on terms 
dictated by Israel. Mr. Sitahal, a member of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s Labour Party, said be was not deviating bom 
official policy, which favours something less than the stage sou gh t 
by Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. “I must say that 
in all candour four-and-a-half years ago, immediately after the 
Gulf war, I was the first to say that a Palesti nian entity aril] be 
established.” he old Israel Radio. “I said in a certain situation, in 
conditions which would be accepted by us, there could be a 
situation where there would be a Palestinian entity which b also a 
state on terms which we would dictate.” He cited the solution 
favoured by some Israeli politicians for a confederation between 
Palestinians and a neighbouring state such as Jordan. “Whoever 
speaks of a confederation speaks of an alliance in bet between two 
states and the word b perhaps a pretty word, but it embraces also 
recognition of two entities which have an independent political 
status,” Mr. Shafaal said. 
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ing to meet Rabin in U.S. on July 25 

Clinton announces summit, hails it as reflection of courageous leadership 

Jordan accepts U.S. invitation 
** hoping to advance peace quest 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin will meet in 
Washington on July 25, Presi- 
dent BUI Clinton announced 
Friday. 

‘This historic meeting is 
brother step forward toward 
achievement of a comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace in the 
Middle East,” Mr. Clinton 
said. . 

“The meeting will build on 
the dramatic progress made 
in the trilateral U.S.-Israel- 
Jordan meetings here in 
Washington last month, and 
King Hussein’s recent dec- 
laration in parliament that he 
was prepared to meet with 
Prime Minister Rabin,” Mr. 
Clinton added. 

In Amman, King Hussein 
Friday accepted Mr. Clin- 
ton’s invitation (see separate 
story). The King had express- 
ed bis readiness to bring for- 
ward the date for a meeting 
with Mr. Rabin if the United 
Slates gave guarantees of aid 
for Jordan, agencies re- 
ported. 

Israeli government spokes- 
man Oded Ben Ami said “the 
prime minister received this 
invitation Friday- and im- 
mediately announced his 
acceptance of it.” 

The summit meeting “re- 
flects the courageous lead- 
ership and the bold vision 
which both King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Rabin have 
displayed as they work 

I J ^ » ■ — ■ 

2 Palestinians shot 
in Hebron clash 

HEBRON (AFP) — Two 
Palestinian youths were shot 
and slightly wounded on Fri- 
day during dashes with the 
Israeli army in the West Bank 
town of Hebron, Palestinian 
hospital offidals said. Sol- 
diers opened fire and 
directed teargas at stone- 
throwing youths in the town 
centre. A soldier received 
slight head wounds from tbe 
stones, military sources said. 

Media triumph 
seen in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The tem- 
porary lifting of a ban on 
unofficial news broadcasts 
marked a political defeat for 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri and could 
plunge the government into 
crisis, opposition newspapers 
said here Friday. The 
Lebanese parliament on 
Thursday voted ovewhel- 
mingly to allow private radio 
and television stations to 
broadcast news and political 
programmes, in the face of 
government opposition. Mr. 
Hariri, who opposed parlia- 
ment's resolution, failed to 
attend the heated debate due 
to sickness. A headline in the 
opposition daily A1 Safir. 
close to Syria, said: “Political 
defeat for Hariri in parlia- 
ment. media win the battle by 
temporarily recovering poli- 
tical freedom.” Nida A1 
Watan, a newspaper staunch- 
ly hostile to the prime minis- 
ter, said the government was 
now “under threat after 1 
Hariri’s defeat,” 

Russian envoy 
arrives in Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — An 
envoy of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin has arrived in 
Damascus for talks with Sy- 
rian leaders on the Middle 
East peace process, Russian < 
officials said Friday. Viktor i 
Possovalyuk, who heads the ; 
Russian Foreign Ministry's 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca section, was due to meet 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sbaraa. The Rus- 
sian envoy arrived late Thurs- 
day, after attending a meet- 
ing of the multilateral Middle 
past steering committee in 
. abarka, Tunisia (see page 
2). Mr. Possovalyuk told 
eporters in Tabarka he 
loped Syria and Lebanon 
•'Quid join the multilateral 
ilks. 


together to create a new fu- 
ture for their people and for 
all the region,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “On behalf of all Amer- 
icans I salute their commit- 
ment to peace.” 

Mr. Clinton also said that 
when the Jordanian and 
Israeli leaders were in 
Washington for the meeting, 
both would address a joint 
session of Congress and join 
the Clintons for a dinner at 
the White House.. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher departs Sunday 
for the Middle East, as 
another sign of the U.S. pres- 
ident’s personal commitment 
to the peace process, Mr. 
Clinton said. 

The continuing Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations also are 
very important to the United 
States, Mr. Clinton added. 

“I am committed to work- 
ing to achieve a breakthrough 
in those talks as soon as 
possible so that we can make 
the dream of a lasting peace 
of the brave a reality,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

The high-profile summit in 
die U.S. capital would boost 
Mr. Clinton's role in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
could help polish his foreign 
policy record which has faced 
failures in Somalia, Bosnia 
and Haiti. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
worked out their own bilater- 
al peace pact last year with 
the help of Norwegian diplo- 
mats. 

But then Mr. Clinton step- 

(Cou tinned on page 7) 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Friday in 
a statement to Jordan Televi- 
sion that His Majesty King 
Hussein had accepted an in- 
vitation by U.S. President 
■Bill Qmton to visit Washing- 
ton on July 25 and meet at 
tbe White House with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

The King and Mr. Rabin 
will address tbe U.S. Con- 


Address to U.S. Congress very 
significant for economic ties 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The historic 
meeting between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on July 25 in Washing- 
ton D.C. wifi be even more 
significant when seen against 
the backdrop of an appoint- 
ment for both leaden to 
address a joint session of the 
U.S. Congress. 

According to well- 
informed Jordanian sources, 
“very few heads of state have 
ever done that,” and tbe 
meeting may be the first step 
in encouraging the U.S. 


legislature to approve prop- 
osals for unproved bilateral 
economic relations between 
Jordan and the U.S. 

A well-informed source 
famili ar with foe working of 
the U.S. Congress told the 
Jordan Times that “addres- 
sing a joint session of Con- 
gress, in U.S. protocol, is 
very prestigious and very sig- 
nificant politically.” 

Another source said that 
the U.S. views the opportun- 
ity to meet with a joint ses- 
sion of Congress as a 
“tremendous privilege and an 
indication of respect for a 
world leader.” 

The only Arab leader to 


have ever addressed such a 
session was Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat when be 
reached foe Camp David 
accoitls during tbe adminis- 
tration of President Carter. 
No such meeting was 
arranged for Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
when he signed the declara- 
tion of principles in Washing- 
ton on Sept. 13. 1993. 

- The fact that King Hus- 
sein’s schedule includes such 
an appointment, the sources 
said “is very significant.” 
However, they declined com- 

(Coutinued on page 7) 


Prince Hassan said the 
King accepted foe invitation 
“as long as the meeting 
would be directly connected 
with moves to give momen- 
tum to achieving just and 
comprehensive peace.” 

The Prince add that foe 
Washington meeting would 
only “constitute an important 
step on the long and arduous 
road to peace acceptable to 
the future generations.” 

In Jordan’s view, the 
achievement of peace empo- 
ates from a commitment to 
honour all the i tem s on the 
common Jordanian-Israeti 

agenda concluded on Sept. 

. 14* ,JJ93. w-, • 

King Hussein reaffirmed in 
an address during an inspec- 
tion visit to the artillery corps 
of the Fourth Royal Mecha- 
nised Division Thursday Jor- 
dan’s principled stands with 


regard to national rights, re- 
newing Jordan’s commitment 
to a jnst and comprehensive 
peace. 

“Jordan would not sign a 
peace treaty before securing 
Jordan's full rights and be- 
fore tackling all outstanding 
issues included in foe com- 
mon agenda,” foe King said. 

The King noted that Jor- 
dan has been involved in all 
pan-Arab issues but was 
targeted by the hostile forces. 

“Jordan can only sign. a 
peace treaty after it has se- 
cured all its rights and has 
tackled all issues on tbe com- 
mon agenda con c e rnin g foe 
land, foe water and every- 
thing,” he said. “Jordan can 
not cede any inch of land ... 
in fact foe usurped Jordanian 
land is bigger in area than the 
Gaa Strip.” 

“Jordan has shouldered a 
far bigger burden Hum others 
in the long struggle and was 
able to save the from 

plots which targeted 
not only Palestine bat also 
Jordan,” he said. 

“We used to say that any 

Se^Jhi£^W^d ,, w rt aD ; 
aggrcsuon oa us and ’We 
signed foe joint defence pact. 
Before the 1967 war we 
placed the leadership erf the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
under the Egyptian and Arab 


command at the time, and we 
entered foe battle employing 
all our potentials, but the 
result was _. we all know and 
we live until now ...,” said 
the King. 

Referring to the recent de- 
velopments in the region, the 
King_said: 

“The upheavals in the 
Arab World bad their impact 
on all the things of which we 
were afraid of and we live 
through at the moment.” 

“If matters go in the right 
direction we wfll find mat 
Israel will become a drop in 
an ocean. But we have to 
know bow to proceed and to 
attain our objectives,” the 
King said. 

With regard to Syria, foe 
Israelis are ready to withdraw 
from the Golan Heights, and 
are ready to withdraw from 
tire south of Lebanon, the 
King said. 

But he added: “We were 
not aw ar e of details concern- 
ing Syria and Lebanon until I 
went to Washington and we 
were informed about them.” 
. Tbe King added that Jor- 
dan had always been behind 
pan-Arab coordination “but 
it seemed that they wanted 
coordination the way they 
wished and in timing of their 
own.” 

(Continued on page 12) 


Qudah reelected JPA chief 
in heavily personalised clash 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Suleiman 
Qudah, foe incumbent presi- 
dent of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA), yesterday 
won redaction for a second 
two-year term after a. tough 
battle with two prominent 
journalists who eventually 
combined forces in a bid to 
beat him. 

Mr. Qudah, who is the 
leading Arabic daily AI Ra’i's 
chief editor, won presidency 
of the 258-member associa- 
tion with 128 votes in the 
second round of voting, beat- 
ing columnist and writer, 
Fakhri Kawar, who won 110 
votes. Khaled Mahadin, 
another prominent writer and 
a former Royal Court and 
Prime Ministry adviser, with- 
drew after he won only 63 
votes in the first round 
against Mr. Qudah's 114 and 
Mr. Qawar’s 64. 

Mr. Qudah's support was 
drawn mainly from the two 
major Arabic dailies, AI Ra’i 


and AJ Dustour, whose joins, 
natists, about 100 members of 
the JPA usually vote in bloc 
against independent candi- 
dates and those who work for 
Petra, the official news agen- 
cy, with about 70 votes. 

Journalists say that Mr. 
Mahadin's withdrawal came 
upon a previous agreement 
between the two indepen- 
dents, whereby foe conten- 
der with less votes in foe first 
round would withdraw in 
favour of the other. The two 
had campaigned on a plat- 
form of standings up to tbe 
domination of Al Ra’i and 
Dustour establishments of 
the JPA. Both bad written 
regular columns for Al Ra’i 
and had also worked for Al 
Dustour in the career. 

Mr. Kawar, a former depu- 
ty (in the 11th Parliament) 
and currently president of the 
Arab Writers Society, ran 
mainly on an anti- 
normalisation (with Israel) 
platform, and was backed by 
a rainbow coalition of leftists 
and Arab nationalists. Mr. 


Mahadin, on the other hand, 
was supported mainly by 
journalists working for Petra, 
which he beaded for nine 
months last year. 

Messers Mahadin and 
Qawar had fought what they 
called “the powerful 
monopoly employers have 
over their employees,” de- 
manding “rights for journal- 
ists” that they do not enjoy 
now. 

Elected for the associa- 
tion's council were three JPA 
members representing pri- 
vate sector newspapers, three 
newspapers' owners, and 

three representing foe gov- 
ernment owned Petra. 

Those elected form private 
sector newspapers were: 
Samir Hiyari of Al Ra'i with 
127 votes, Mousa Hawamdeh 
of Al Dustour with 113 votes, 
and Mohammad Du’meb, 
also from Al Dustour, with 
94 votes. 

Newspaper owners elected 
for the JPA council were: 
Fakhri Abu Hamdeb (Al 
Fans magazine) with 140 



Israel seen to break 
new ground with Syria 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel has taken its biggest 


Subiman Al Qudah 

votes, Islamist Hflmi Asmar 
(Al Sabeel) with 112 votes, 
and Seif Al Sharif (Al Dus- 
tour) with 111 votes. 

From Petra, elected for tbe 
JPA’s council were Mamoun 
Baidoun with 130 votes, 
Mohammad Salem Al Abba- - 
di with 95 votes, and Ali Abu 
Tabanja with 82 votes. 

Out of the 25 JPA mem- 
bers eligible to vote, six failed 
to attend the polls. 


Step yet to try to break a 
deadlock with Syria ahead of 
a peace mission by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, officials and 
commentates said on Fri- 

described as “far- 
reaching” remarks by Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Feres on 
Thursday that Israel had re- 
peatedly accepted tbe con- 
cept of Syrian sovereignty in 
tbe Golan Heights since their 
seizure by Israel in die 1967 
war. 

Mr. Christopher is ex- 
pected in the region within 
days to try again to bridge the 
Israeli-Syrian gap. Mr. 
Peres’s remarks locked up a 
political storm in Israel with , 
critics securing him of ceding 
the strategic Heights without 
getting a tiling in return. 

“Israel yesterday took a 


bigger and more far-reaching 
step towards Syria than ever 
before, in an effort to take 
the peace talks out of stale- 
mate,” diplomatic correspon- 
dent AJur Ben wrote in the 
newspaper Haaretz about 
Mr. Feres’ comments. 

Mr. Peres had said: “We 
admitted to Syrian sovereign- 
ty on the Golan Heights time 
after time.” 

He made tbe comments 
even as tbe Middle East 
peace spotlight focused on 
the first negotiations in the 
region between Israel and 
Jordan due to be attended 
next week by Mr. Feres, Mr. 
Christopher and their Jorda- 
nian counterpart, Abdul 
Salam MajaK 

To support his argument, 
Mr. Feres cited a government 
decision to negotiate with 
Syria just after tbe 1967 war 
on foe basis of tbe interna- 
tional border and Israeli 


security needs. 

At the time Syria refused 
to negotiate, and in 1981 
Israel effectively extended 
Israeli law to foe strategic 
Heights. But on Friday, Mr. 
Peres’ Deputy Yossi Beilin 
suggested it was time to roll 
back the dock to tbe 1967 
go vernment decision. 

“Now that there is such a 
fag change and there is a 
readiness on the Arab side to 
negotiate with ns on peace, I 
believe that foe fad resolu- 
tion of ’67 is still valid,” Mr. 
Beilin told Israel radio. 

An Israeli official speaking 
on condition he not be identi- 
fied said Mr. Peres apparent- 
ly wanted to break an impas- 
se in Israel’s three-year-old 
peace talks with Syria. 

The talks have been stuck 
with Israel refusing to say 
bow much land it will return 
until Syria commits to “fall 
pease” 


Yemen announces emergency measures 


ADEN (Agencies) — Thtf 
Yemeni government on Fri- 
day announced it would dis- 
band militia groups in Aden 
and take immediate steps to 
restore water and eiectridty 
in a package of emergency 
measures to stabilise tbe 
situation in the war-ravaged 
country. 

Public services have been 
brought to a standstill in 
Aden since northern forces 
captured the southern port 
city last week, ending the 
civil war which broke out on 
May 5. 

In a statement issued after 
two days of meetings, the 
government announced “im- 
mediate, urgent and dissua- 
sive measures aimed at en- 
ding illegal actions targeting 
public and private property.” 

It was referring to an orgy 
of looting in which public 
offices were stripped bare 
and shops ransacked. 

But witnesses said the pil- 
laging had subsided Friday. 

The government decided 
to “disband all militias or 
private armed gangs, includ- 
ing those loyal to political 


parties, along with popular 
commitees for the defence of 
Aden/’ 

It said the security appar- 
atus in the dty would be 
rebuilt “on new bases to en- 
able the restoration of stabil- 
ity and calm.” 

“Urgent measures” were 
also announced to tackle 
shortages of water, food and 
electricity. 

Supplies of drinking water 
would be restored in Aden 
and Al Hutah, 20 kilometres 
north of the city, and pump- 
ing stations repaired. 

In Geneva, foe Interna- 
tional Committee of foe Red 
Cross (ICRC) said Aden’s 
500,000 residents were still 
suffering from severe water 
shortages. 

Distribution of drinking 
water was “insufficient," an 
ICRC spokesman said. 

The ICRC is still repairing 
Aden's only water pumping 
station at Bir Nasser, 15 
kilometres to the north, 
which was destroyed by fight-' 
ing. 

The pumping station could 
remain out of action for 


several weeks, the 
spokesman said. 

Residents are collecting’ 
water from some 40 wells in 
Aden, and the ICRC is bring- 
ing in water from the Lahej 
region to the north, using 
seven tanker trucks, but sup- 
plies were still “a big prob- 
lem,” the spokesman said. 

The government ordered 
the repair of electricity, net- 
works in various parts of the 
country, notably Aden, Al 
Hutah, Zinjibar, Dhamar, 
Amran, Daleh and Shabwa. 

It also said the Aden oil 
refinery, badly damaged in 
the fighting, would have to 
become operational again 
“within two weeks max- 
imum.” 

Measures would be taken 
to restore telephone links be- 
tween Aden and other re- 
gions. along with internation- 
al lines. 

The ports of Aden and 
Mukalla, 700 kilometres to 
foe east, would be reopened, 
as would Aden international 
airport, which had been used 
by southern jets for launching 
attacks on the forces loyal to 


President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh.- 

Other measures were en- 
visaged for the administra- 
tion and civil service, health 
and the environment, educa- 
tion, information and de- 
velopment of a market eco- 
nomy. 

The government appealed 
for help from “fraternal and 
friendly” countries to deal 
with the ravages of the war, 
which it said was provoked by 
foe southern “rebels” loyal to 
breakaway leader Ali Salem 
Ai Beidh. 

Mr. Saleh pledged Tuesday 
that life would return to nor- 
mal “within 20 days.” 

The president is due to 
open foe first post-war ses- 
sion of parliament in Sanaa 
Saturday, offidals said m the 
Yemeni capital, adding that 
he would make “an impor- 
tant speech.” 

A leader of the Aden- 
based Yemen Sodalist Party 
(YSP) said YSP deputies 
would attend parliament for 
the first time in many 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat restakes Palestinian 
claim over Arab Jerusalem 


GAZA (Agencies) — ■ 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, who for weeks bad 
avoided aQ hut religious re- 
ference to Jerusalem, reas- 
serted a claim to foe Holy 
City on Friday by saying 
Palestinians had a right to fly 
their flag over it. 

Mr. Arafat also said 
Israel’s closure of Jerusalem 
to Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip was an 
attempt to destroy their 
peace deal. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
— ■ who took up residence in 
Gaza this week, cementing 
foe May 4 launch of Palesti- 
nian rale in Gaza and tbe 
West Bank town of Jericho 
— made the remarks before 
attending his first Friday . 
prayer services in the Strip.* 

The imam at Omari mos- 
que, the oldest and largest in 
Gaza, welcomed Mr. Arafat 
during his sermon, saying: “It 
is- a good gesture that our 
president starts his life here 
by going to foe mosque so 
that God will bless lum.” 


Mr. Arafat made no state- 
ments at foe mosque. He 
prayed quietly, surrounded 
by bodyguards and PLO offi- 
cials. 

Beforehand he reasserted 
Palestinian claims to Jeru- 
salem and said its closure . 
t hreate ned peace. 

“We have tbe right to raise 
tbe Palestinian flag over Jeru- 
salem and the walls of Jeru- 
salem and tbe churches of 
Jerusalem and the minarets 
of Jerusalem,” Mr. Arafat 
said in a meeting with dis- 
abled veterans of die Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

“This is my right,” he 
added. 

Later he spoke of threats 
to the peace process. 

“There are some attempts 
to destroy the peace deal — 
not only by foe Hebron mas- 
sacre but also by foe closure 
of Jerusalem,” Mr. Arafat , 
told visiting Israeli Arabs and. 
Druze led by Israeli Deputy 
Agriculture Minister Wahd 
Sadik. 

Mr. Arafat said foe.settler 
who shot dead more than 30 


Palestinians at prayer in a 
mosque in the West Bank 
town of Hebron on Feb. 25 
had backing for his deed. 

“The Ibrahimi Mosque 
massacre was done by Baruch 
Goldstein but not as an indi- 
vidual act There is an orga- 
nisation behind it,” Mr. Ara- 
fat said without elaborating. 
An Israeli inquiry into foe 
massacre found Goldstein, 
who was killed by survivors, 
acted alone. 

More than a year ago, after 
a spate of Arab attacks on 
Israelis, Israel barred Palesti- 
nians from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip from entering 
Israel and Arab. East Jeru- 
salem, . which Israel seized 
and “annexed” in 1967, 

The closure is eased and 
tightened periodically but has 
. never been lifted completely. 

Mr. Arafat said Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, had promised to re- 
view the Jerusalem ban. 

“It (Jerusalem) cannot be 
under siege, preventing Mbs-. 

. (Continued an page 3) 
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Multilaterals continue to 
complement bilateral talks 


TABAKRA. Tunisia (USIA) - The 
working groups of the Middle 
Host Multilateral Steering 
Group “'continue to comple- 
ment the bilateral negotia- 
tions and acting as a catalyst 
for progress” Toward peace, 
says Robert Pelletreau. assis- 
tant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern and South 
Asian affairs. 

Following steering group 
meeting in Taharka. Tunisia. 
Mr. Pelletreau told a news 
conference that the group 
"welcomed the progress 
achieved in the bilateral 
talks, including the conclu- 
sion of the May 4 Gaza- 
lericho agreement, and the 
esublishment of the Palesti- 
nian Authority, and the 
Jordanian-lsraeli agreement 
to intensify their bilateral 
negotiations in the region.” 

"The Middle East Multi- 
lateral Steering Group met 
July 12-13 in Tabarka, Tuni- 
sia. The Steering Group 
which is composed of core 
parties from the Middle East. 
:he United States and Russia, 
as co-sponsors of the peace 
process, and extra-regional 
parties who have taken re- 
sponsibility for the multi- 
lateral working groups, moni- 
tors. evaluates and guides the 
activities of all the working 
groups. AH the participants 
contributed to a serious and 
fruitful dialogue on impor- 
tant organisational and sub- 
stantive issues. They express- 
'd their appreciation to the 
government of Tunisia for its 
invaluable contribution to the 
success of the peace process 
and for its gracious hosting of 
this meeting. 

During this meeting, the 
Steering Group took noie of 
:he significant accomplish- 
ments in each working group 
jince the Tokyo Steering 
Group meeting: 


— The Amts Control and 
Regional Security Working 
Group approved the estab- 
lishment of an ACRS com- 
munication network: the 
holding of a search and res- 
cue demonstration in the 
Mediterranean: and con- 
tinuing the efforts to finalise 
a document on security rela- 
tjons. The group also con- 
tinued its discussions in such 
areas as verification and the 
concept of a Conflict 
Prevention/Regional Security 
Centre. 

— The Environment 
Working Group approved 
further work on an environ- 
mental code of conduct and 
projects on oil contingencies 
in the upper Gulf of Aqaba, 
desertification and wastewa- 
ter treatment in small com- 
munities. 

— The Regional Economic 
Development Working 
Group drafted economic 
guidelines for regional coop- 
eration. established a moni- 
toring committee to monitor 
implementation of the 
Copenhagen Action Plan, 
and announced the establish- 
ment of a Peace Process In- 
formation Bank. 

— The Refugee Working 
Group developed projects to 
alleviate the plight of Palesti- 
nian refugees and promote 
self-sufficiency, including 
projects such as the construc- 
tion or renovation of training 
centres, schools and health 
clinics, plans to improve child 
welfare and public health and 
ongoing support for the 
Palestinian Bureau of Statis- 
tics. The group also encour- 
aged progress in the area of 
family reunification. 

— The Water Working 
Group approved an Omani 
proposal for a regional de- 
salination research centre, an 
Israeli proposal to rehabili- 


tate municipal water supply 
systems, and a proposal for 
wastewater treqfment and re- 
use facilities. 

— The Water Working 
Group also had an extensive 
discussion on the guidelines 
for regional development and 
a paper on the future of the 
region. Delegations provided 
extensive comments on both 
the substance and purpose of 
the documents and the 
method for completing them. 
The guidelines will serve as a 
framework of key elements 
for regional cooperation and 
will establish a common set of 
procedures for all the work- 
ing groups. The paper on the 
future of the region will serve 
as a vision for what the Mid- 
dle East region will look like 
in ten years and will assist the 
parties in setting specific 
priorities for the working 
groups. 

The Steering Group 
approved the following 
venues for the next round of 
working groups, which will 
take place before the end of 
1994: 

— Arms Control and Re- 
gional Security Working 
Group — Tunisia. 

— Environment Working 
Group — Bahrain. 

— Refugee Working 
Group — Turkey. 

— Regional Economic De- 
velopment — Germany. 

— Water — Greece. 

Answering questions, Mr. 
Pelletreau said: "From the 
beginning of the multilateral 
process the co-sponsors and 
the multilateral Steering 
Group have encouraged 
Syria and Lebanon to join 
this process and to partici- 
pate, and we continue to do 
so. We think it would be 
beneficial if they were able to 
participate in the work of the 
multilateral groups.” 



jufil JL^ ^La±^l 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESSMEN SERVICES 


You need 

more than just 

making phone calls 

You need 

more than just 

faxing 

You need 

more than just 

an ordinary secretary 

You need 

all that, temporarily 
or maybe permanently 


All of what you need 
in the world of business 
is our business 

Furnished offices rent on 

Daily , Weekly , Monthly , Yearly basis. 

Full secretarial services 

( Tel - Fax - Type writing - Translation). 

Hotels reservations & car rental 


Wasfi Alia! sl - Abuharb Complex - 5th floor 
Tel: 691 145 - 691146 - 692505 Fax: 699080 P.O.Box: 960936 Amman 11196 Iordan 



HOUSING: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
(centre) flanked by administrator for the U.S. 
Affairs for International Development J. 
Rayas Atwood (left) and U.S. Ambassador to 
Td Aviv Edward Djer^jian, inaugurates the 


first Amerkan-fuaded housing project that to 
to provide nearly 200 fhmffies with homes in 
the Jabafiya refugee camp on the Gaza Strip 
(AFP photo) 


Somalia provided 
lessons for crises to 
come, ex-officials say 



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Somalia became a symbol for 
many Americans of unwise 
and costly overseas involve- 
ment. But the operation also 
provided lessons for future 
crises such as Haiti and lived 
up to its name of “Operation 
Restore Hope,” say U.S. 
officials who coped with 
Somali famine and chaos. 

“Our intervention saved 
three years worth of women 
and children" in the East 
African country who other- 
wise could have died of 
starvation, disease or vio- 
lence, said Chester A. Crock- 
er, for assistant secretary of 
state for Africa. 

In the public mind, the 
Somalia experience became 
“a symbol” for the unaccept- 
able costs of humanitarian 
intervention” and the kind of 
involvement to be avoided, 
the U.S. Institute for Peace, 
a private research group 
headed by Mr. Crocker, said 
in a report Wednesday. 

Twenty-one U'.S. troops 
were killed and 78 wounded 
in clashes in Somalia in 1993, 
building pressure for the 
American withdrawal con- 
cluded last March. 

However, the report said, 
“the real lessons of Somalia 
create reasonable hope that 
can be built upon in making 
humanitarian intervention 
and assertive peacekeeping 
wise and steady tools in man- 
aging" foreign crises lying 
ahead. Civil war and “the 
horrific ravages of famine" 
were halted, it noted. 

“I'm sure the U.S. military 
establishment is trying very, 
very hard to draw the proper 
lessons from what went well 
and what failed" in Somalia. 


said one of the report's au- 
thors, Robert Oakley, wbo 
was special U.S. envoy to 
Somalia in 1992-93 under 
Presidents Bush and Clinton. 

Among “positive lessons 
from Somalia" listed in the 
report: 

— Early preventive di- 
plomacy can avert crises. It 
said the international com- 
munity missed at least three 
opportunities to act against 
former dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane before he left 
Somalia in 1992 and the 
country slid into anarchy. 

— Need for United Na- 
tions reform, without 
“bureaucratic separation of 
humanitarian, military, poli- 
tical and financial activities... 
the U.N. will fail to become 
an effective instrument of 
humanitarian intervention.” 

— Public consensus has to 
be strong enough to support 
the human costs, and U.S. 
intervention can only be 
undertaken and maintained 
with strong domestic political 
backing. 

— Decisions about in- 
tervention “will never be 
easy, and there is every ex- 
pectation that the United 
States will face an increasing 
number of such decisions," 
for which contingency plans 
are needed. 

— If intervention is based 
on willingness to use force, 
“the rules of engagement 
must be along classic military 
lines rather than taking the 
traditional U.N. approach of 
firing only in self-defence... 
possibilities for non-U.N. 
multilateral action by region- 
al and other groups should be 
developed." 


‘Rabin had secret meeting with Mahathir 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
had a secret meeting with his Malaysian counterpart 
Mahathir Mohammad in Paris at the beginning of July, 
Israeli Television reported Thursday. The meeting took 
place when Mr. Rabin went to receive a U.N. peace prize 
with Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and Palestine leader 
Yasser Arafat on July 6, the television said without 
elaborating. Mr. Mahathir paid an official visit to Paris 
between July 6 and 8. Israel and Malaysia do not have 
diplomatic relations. A recent Israeli television report said 
that Prince Abdallah Abdul Rahman, the younger brother 
of Malaysia’s King Tuanku J a’ afar Abdul Rahman, paid a 
secret visit to Israel in mid-June, during which he met Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres. 

Southeast Asia boosts Israeli arms sales 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli arms exports jumped 20 per 
cent last year to reach S1.8 bQHon, a sizeable amount due to 
southeast Asia, the Haaretz newspaper reported Friday. 
The daily, quoting military officials, said new markets in 
southeast Asia and Eastern Europe accounted for most of 
the sales. The officials (fid not give a breakdown of the 
figures or the countries, but noted that the world arms 
market was in recession and claimed Israel was the sole 
country to improve exports. Haaretz said between 1975 and 
1992 Israel’s arms exports leapt 75 per cent in world market 
which had contracted by 54 per cent. The Israel Aircraft 
Industries, the country’s biggest arms seller, has orders 
worth $2.5 billion and a turnover last year of $1.45 billion, 
three-quarters of which went to export. Israeli Military 
Industries, the second biggest public firm after aircraft 
industries, exported $250 million of equipment last year or 
60 per cent of turnover, the paper added. The Israeli 
government does not release figures for arms sales. 

FIDA party members cross to Jericho 

AMMAN (R) — Fifteen se nior members of Palestinian 
official Yasser Abed Rabbo's FIDA party, turned back by 
Israel on Wednesday, crossed the Jordan River to the 
Palestinian self-rule area of Jericho on Friday, a party 
spokesman said. “Their bus crossed the bridge to the other 
side (Israeli occupied West Bank) without any complica- 
tions, after the Jordanian liaison officer confirmed from the 
Israeli side their names were there,” a FIDA spokesman 
told Reuters. Three were turned back by the Jordanian 
bridge authorities because they had non-Jordanian travel 
documents. Israel prevented them from entering the 
Palestinian self-rule area of Jericho from Jordan on 
Wednesday after it imposed a ban on entry of Palestinian 
officials into self-rule areas. It was lifted on Thursday after 
four blacklisted Palestinians who entered Gaza with Yasser 
Arafat on Tuesday left the area on Israeli orders. 


Gaza and f 
Jericho face 
uphill 
struggle 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian econo-, 
mic experts, keen to rebuild 
the dilapidated infrastructure 
of the autonomous Gaza and 
Jericho areas, warn the peace 
process could be jeopardised 
if the necessary funds are not 
made available. 

"The situation is very diffi- 
cult, n said Hassan Atm Lib- - 
deh, deputy head of the 
Palestinian Economic Coun- 
cil for Develpment and Re- ; 
constrution (PECDAR). 

The $42 million so far re- ■ 
leased by aid donors to fund . - 
Palestinian self-rule ““are not - 
even enough to cover the - . 
costs of the next two - 
months,” he said. 

Donor countries have 
pledged $720 million in finan- . 
.dal aid for the Palestinians . • 
for 1994 and about $2.4 bil- : 
Hon over a five-year period. 

But they have set condi- 
tions for the methods of pay- 
ment and monitoring bow the 
money is spent. 

The Palestinians regard 
such restrictions as interfer- . 
ence in their economic and' 
even political affairs. 

Recently the Palestinians 
decided to pot the manage- ■ 
ment of funds destined for 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank enclave of Jericho in 
the hands of a subsidiary of : 
the powerful U.S. Merchant - 
bank Morgan Stanley. 

But the aid donors remain - 
cautious... ._ 

The European Union, * 
Japan, Norway, -Russia,. 
Canada and the United/ 
States are the main donor ‘ “ 
countries. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh said the 
donor countries could decide 
through which channels the 
funds would be released, but. 
the Palestinians should de- 
cide on spending priorities. a . 

He called on the new ‘ . 
Palestinian Authority to draw 
up a development program- 
me “as soon as posisble.” 

Observers say relations be- 
tween PECDAR and the seif- - 
rule authority are strained 
because both want control " 
over how the aid money is 
used. 

PECDAR accused the au- 
thority of delaying imple- 
mentation of its recom- 
mendations on introducing a 
financial system and tax col-^‘ 
lection. 

In Jericho dozens of 
Palestinian fanners protested 
Wednesday over the con- 
struction of new buildings on 
agricultural land, which is the 
enclave's main resource. 

And in Gaza businessmen 
protested outside the invest- 
ment and Development De- 
partment, demanding special 
entry permits for Israel and 
the West Bank and protec- 
tion for their products against 
Israeli competition. 

Only 20,000 Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip are allowed to 
work in Israel. 

The per capital annual 
gross national product of the - 
Strip is $780 dollars, com- 
pared with $1,000 in Israel. 


U.S. senator accuses Syria and Iran of counterfeiting 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
“Iran's state sponsored ter- 
rorism is attacking the value 
of the dollar.” Congressman 
Bill McCollum said Wednes- 
day at a hearing on redesign- 
ing the currency held by the 
House Banking Committee. 

Mr. McCollumn said “the 
counterfeiting of $100 bills by 
terrorist countries is a nation- 
al security threat that we 
must not delay in addres- 
sing.” 

“The Iranian responsibility 


for counterfeiting $100 bills is 
not based on speculation,” he 
said, countering charges 
levelled by Banking Commit- 
tee Chairman Henry Gon- 
zalez. 

Since the July 1992 Terror- 
ism Task Force report, “Iran, 
Syria and the Trail of Coun- 
terfeit Dollars," noted Mr. 
McCollum, “the spread of 
high-quality counterfeit 
money has continued to rise. 
There is every indication the 
problem will grow as distribu- 


tors adopt new methods and 
routes for smuggling rbis 
bogus cash. International 
organised crime is a key play- 
er in the increase of high 
quality counterfeit $100 bills 
from Iran, Syria and Leba- 
noan, the primary sources of 
printing and organised dis- 
tribution, into the West.” 

Mr. McCollum said that 
since 1991, the governments 
of Iran and Syria have been ' 
active in the production and 
dissemination of high T quaJtry 


counterfeit American curren- 
cy. 

The $100 bank notes are 
printed in the Iranian official 
mint in Tehran, using equip- 
ment and know-how purch- 
ased from the United States 
during the reign of the Shah. 

He said “The Iranians and 
their allies continue to im- 
prove the quality of their 
$100 bills and keep at least 
one step ahead of the 
counter-measures developed 


in the West.” 

“Since 1993, these $100 ; 
bills, as well as illegal drugs, 
have become the primary 
currency for the expanding ' 
international system that sus- 
tains the growing nuclear 
trade for the radical states of 

the Middle East." McCollum 
said. "These states provide 
the Italian mafia with coun- 
terfeit dollars and drugs at a ; 
reduced price as payment for 
nuclear goods." 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SneiReh, Tel. K1W74J1 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

f»3Z7S5. 

Si. Juscpb Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
8374411. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 


Tcmnadi Chrrti Td: 622366 
Chord: of dw A mnuJail oo Td. 
623541. 

AngPcan Cbmxb Tel. 630851 . Td. 
628543. 

AiiMuian CaduBc Cborcb Td. 

775331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775281. 

Sl Ephraim Church Td. 771731. 
Am maw International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lotberan Church Td: 

524328. 

GenouaepeaMeg EraugeHeal Cto- 

grtg aihm Tel. 684195 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 

Church of Naxarew Tel. 675691. 

The EvangeikaJ Load Chwch hi 

Amman 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

h will be fine gening cool m 
night with winds westerly moderate 
lo active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 17 / 28 

Aqaba 23 > 34 

Ocscrts 16 31 

Jordan Valley 30/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 


Amman 28, Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per cent. 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Hanna Mansotur 750197 

Dr. Farouq Nour 786680 

Dr. Khaldourt Kloub 816715 

Dr. Salah Al fowl'd 649028 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcntows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy ......... 637660 

Najib pharmacy R47632 

IRBOfc 

Dr. Ali Al Sboqairi 246140 

Alquds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rajch Malar 901290 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 

Food Co.ltrol Centre 6371 11 

Ctvil Defence Department 661 HI 
Gvi) Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Polks 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuWic Security Department 63QJ2I 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water ami Sewerage 

Complaints. S9746 7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 11 

Telephone Information 
(directory assbtance ) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company, 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 06-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilcta Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664)64/6 

Italian. A l-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 

Al-Basbir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka R91611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674IS5 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 102)272275 

ItaAINafecsHaipiuf (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .103)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77ri» information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ ) information 
department at the Oucco Aha In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
ted. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

05:30 Jakarata. Singapore (RJ) 

09rfS — ... New Delhi /RJ) 

10:15. Aqaba (RJ) 

10:15 Dhahran (RJ) 

•0:15 Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

1030 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

*1:00 Beirut (RJ) 

lHW Colombo (RJ) 

16:80 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*7:85 London (RJ) 

JOSS Istanbul (RJ) 

*925 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

2138 Berlin (RJ) 

2h4S Cairo (RJ) 

0230 Madrid. Berlin (RJ) 

0*3* - Madrid (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

04^88 Vienna (OA) 

1 3:36 Muscat, Doha (GF) 

15:45 Rome, Lamaca (AZ) 

2&30 Paris. Damascus (AFl 

21:28 Cairo (MS) 

2335 Amsterdam (KJL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

8&08 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

06^5 Beirut (RJj 

•8H18 Aqaba i RJ) 

11:30 Berlin (add) f RJ) 

1230 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12x35 Pari* (RJ) 

12^® Istanbul (EJ) 

12^5. ....... Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

13:00 Madrid ladd)'(RJ) 

IMS London (RJ) 

1*30 Madrid ((RJ) 

1*00 Cairo (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ J 

21:00 Lamsca (RJ) 

21:38 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:45 Damascus (RJ) 

81:38 Dubai (RJ) 

Other Fli&hta (Terminal a) 

09x15 Beirut (ME) 

CkSO Vienna (OA1 

14-J8 Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

22:15 Cairo (MS) 

23^5 Damascus. Paris (AFj 

0835 Amsterdam (KL) ' 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Annua... 8:00 jloi. every Monday 
Arr. ftwoBcus 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. DnaaKor 7:30 sjb. every Sunday 
Are. Aaron .... 5fl0 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fils per leg. 

Apple SOOf 400 

Apricots 8001 700 

Banana 660 

Banana (Miikammar) 620 

Cabbage 140 1 80 

Cam* 220/150 

Cobra ; 1300 / 800 

Chewy 1200/700 

Cauliflower 260 1 200 

Cucumbers (large) 90/50 

Cucumbers (small) 7001 120 

Eggplant 160/ 100 

«g - 480/380 

Garik: 700/500 

Grapes ....................... 480/ 380 

Lemon 600/450 

Marrow (large) 100/40 

Marrow (small) 180/ 120 

Mulukhiah .; 120/ 60 

Okra ~ 700/600 

Orange 500/400 

Onion (dry) 200 1 iqq 

Sweet Melon.... 200/100 

Pepper (hot) 300 / 200 

Pepper (sweet) 240/180 

PMWO 400/ 300 

Peaches 680/580 

, Tomato 90/50 

String beans ................ 320/ 260 

Watermelon too /so 
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King receives Islamic scholars Party coalition appeals for end 

Meeting on Zakat, social solidarity ends with to 4. yea r-old sanctions on Iraq 

agreement to form international organisation _ „ __ 


AMMAN (PetTa) — His 
Majesty King Hussein wel- 
comed Muslim scholars who 
took part in the three-day 
meetings on Zakat and social 
solidarity in Islam and called 
on them to address Islamic 
causes in accordance with 
firm and definite principles 
and to further the imple- 
mentation of Islamic unity. 

During an audience Thurs- 
day with the scholars and 
researchers participating in 
the third seminar, organised 
by the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilisation Research 
(A1 al Bayt Foundation), 
King Hussein said “we, as 
well as all other people in the 
Islamic World, are awaiting 
the benefits of each one of 
your meetings.” 

King Hussein said he was 
pleased that the meetings 
have been held in Jordan and 


he hoped for more such 
gatherings to address impor- 
tant Islamic issues. 

“It gives us pleasure and 
satisfaction to see such meet- 
ings, involving Muslim scho- 
lar and researchers, repre- 
senting all Islamic schools of 
thought, held frequently to 
achieve the unity of the 
Uimna and chart its future 
course,” the King said. 

President of Al al Bayt 
Foundation Nasereddin Al 
Assad thanked King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince .Hassan for 
their patronage" of the'semi- 
nar and their continued sup- 
port for the foundation. 

Dr. Assad added that 
Prince Hassan had proposed 
several years ago the estab- 
lishment of an international 
Islamic Zakat organisation to 
help the needy in the various 


Islamic nations. 

The audience was attended 
by Prince Hassan. Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, King Hussein's spe- 
cial advisors Khalid Karaki 
and Izzeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tamimi, Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affaire Abdul 
Salam Al Abbadi, and Royal 
Court Imam Ahmad Helayel. 

The three-day seminar 
concluded here Thursday and 
adopted several recom- 
mendations aimed at 
reaching practical solutions 
on the best means -to employ 
Zakat to address the poverty 
problem at both the com- 
munity and Islamic Umrna 
levels. 

Participants welcomed 
Prince Hassan's proposal to 
set up an international Isla- 
mic Zakat organisation and 


entrusted Al al Bayt Founda- 
tion to set up a committee to 
work out a mechanism for 
implementing this proposal. 

They also called on resear- 
ching to facilitate Fiqfa (Isla- 
mic Law) terminology and 
usages and to expound and 
promote the concept of 
Zakat utilising mass media 
and various channels. 

Participants entrusted Al al 
Bayt Foundation with pub- 
lishing a -book including all 
research papers agreed upon 
during the seminar and 
issuing a complete text of the 
deliberations, debates and 
questions covered during the 
seminar. 

They also agreed to hold 
the fourth seminar in 1995 
under the theme “The Im- 
portance of Islamic Property 
(Waqf) in Today's World.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Abdullah awards ANU graduates Lt. Gen. Abdul Rahman ai Adwan. 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein presented certificates to graduates from 
Amman National University (ANU) at a graduation 
ceremony held at the University of Jordan stadium. A total 
of 600 students graduated this year from the various 
faculties of ANU. The Thursday ceremony was attended by 
the University President Eid Dahiyat, university staff and 
'students' families. Also Thursday Prince Abdullah visited 
the badia and border police headquarters, where he was 
received by Sharif Fawwaz Zaben, commander of the badia 
and border police, who briefed him on the duties and tasks 
of the force. Prince Abdullah paid a field visit to one of the 
badia police units and inspect its equipment. The Prince 
was accompanied by Public Security Department Director 


Trade centre to open in Washington 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian trade centre will be 
opened in Washington soon, according to a decision by the 
Jordanian Exports Promotion and Trade Centres Corpora- 
tion Board of Directors. The board named Dia’a Elcbn Ai 
Rifai as commercial representative of the corporation in 
Washington. A spokesperson for the corporation said the 
new centre will handle the promotion of Jordanian 
industries in the U.S. markets and provide services and 
facilities to those industries. With this centre, the number 
of Jordanian trade centres abroad comes to 10. Other 
centres are in Oman, Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, Sudan, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Libya and Russia. 


American 
lawmakers 
want Jordan 
to return 
suspect 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
New Jersey lawmakers asked 
Jordan on Thursday to 
cooperate in the return of a 
fugitive wife-killing suspect 
whom they fear will harm the 
son and daughter he took to 
the Kingdom. 

Despite the lack of an ex- 
edition treaty between the 
United States and Jordan. 
Morris County Prosecutor 
Michael Murphy and state 
lawmakers said they were 
optimistic following a Thurs- 
day meeting at the Jordanian 
embassy. 

“The session with the 
charge d'affaires was very 
positive,’' said Representa- 
tive Robert Torricelli, a 
member of the House Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee. 
“There has been strong coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
the United States in other 
matters. 

“This is an irritant that 
neither side wants,” said Mr. 
Torriceli, a democrat (New 
Jersey). 

Specifics were short on the 
return of suspect Mohammad 
Ismail Abequa, but officials 
hoped the cooperative spirit 
expressed by Charge d’ 
Affaires Ayman Amary 
would evolve into a solution. 

Authorities say they fear 
for the safety of the children 
— the year-old Sami and 
six-year-old Lisa — because 
they say Mr. Abequa has a 
history of spousal and child 
abuse. 

Mr. Abequa, 45, is sus- 
pected in the July 3, strait-' , 
gulation of his wife Nidal, 40. 1 
4 Her body was found three 
oays later in their, 
Parsippany-Troy Hills apart- 
ment. 


Qouriea seeks to allay Jordan concern 


(Continued from page 1) 

hailed by Palestinian officials 
as securing more than they 
bargained for, is seen as hav- 
ing curtailed Palestinian op- 
tions in dealing with Jordan. 

According to highly- 
informed sources, Jordan re- 
viewed the issue with Israel 
when the two sides met in 
Washington in early June 
under the umbrella of the 
Jordanian- American-Israeli 
commission and in fact man- 
aged to relax some of the 
Israeli-imposed restrictions 
on the flow of Jordanian 
goods to the Palestinian mar- 
ket. 

During that meeting, Israel 
also agreed to keep Jordan 
informed of all developments 
concerning the possible 
issuance of a Palestinian cur- 
rency and the circulation of 
the Jordanian currency in the 
occupied territories. Similar 
undertakings have been 
offered by the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF), according to 
the sources. 

Central Bank of Jordan 
Governor Mohammad Saed 
Nabulsr has said that Jordan 
did riot really have to worry 
about a massive withdrawal 
of the dinar from circulation 
in the occupied territories 
since it would be an illogical 
move for the Palestinians 
themselves because Palesti- 
nians whose savings are in the 
Jordanian currency would 
also be negatively affected. 

“It is not a zero-sum 
game,” Dr. Nabulsi said last 
month. 

Overlapping aspects of the 
Israel-PLO and the Jordan- 
PLO economic accords are 
expected to be raised when 
the commission meets again 
in a working session on 
Wednesday near the Dead 
Sea. The opening session will 
be attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, in 
his capacity as foreign minis- 
ter, U-S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 


mon Peres. But there will not 
be any negotiations between 
Dr. Majali and Mr. Peres. 

Commenting on the status 
of Jordanian-Palestinian eco- 
nomic cooperation. His 
Majesty King Hussein said on 
July 6 that “we have already 
started steps in this direc- 
tion" on the basis of the 
agreement, but he empha- 


sised the need for close con- 
sultations over differences if 
any. 

“We welcome the Palesti- 
nian leaders to Amman at 
any time, we are open to 
discuss any subject of mutual 
concern...,” the King told 
reporters after a summit 
meeting with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 


Arafat restakes claim 


(Continued from page 1) 

lims and Christians from 
going to it. Rabin promised 
me to solve this problem,” 
Mr. Arafat told Mr. Sadik’s 
delegation. 

Mr. Arafat has repeatedly 
alluded to hopes of regaining 
Jerusalem since the peace 
agreement, notably in a May 
10 speech in Johannesburg. 
He called for a “jihad” or 
holy war in the city, but, later 
when Israel protested he said 
he did not mean violence. 

Israeli right-wingers who 
oppose compromising with 
the Palestinians have seized 
on Mr. Arafat’s comments to 
stage protests against the 
peace agreement in Jeru- 
salem. They got a turnout of 
IOOjQQO on July 2. 

More demonstrations are' 
expected Saturday when 
activists plan a march around 
the old walled city. 

Mr. Rabin’s government 
has also considered limiting 
Palestinian political activity 
in East Jerusalem, to try to 
keep the PLO from impro- 
ving their negotiating posi- 
tion over the city. 

Army radio said that the 
cabinet would debate a bill 
Monday to restrict political 
activity in the city with a 
penalty of one year in prison 
or a fine of 100,000 shekel 
($33,000). 

A government official 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity confirmed the bill 
was being considered but said 
the wording was not final. 

Under the bill, Palestinians 
would have to seek approval 
from Israel for official cere- 


monies in the Holy City. It 
would also allow the police to 
give evidence to a court be- 
hind closed doors to prevent 
such ceremonies. 

Faisal Husseini, the PLO 
leader in Jerusalem, told the 
radio the bill “goes against 
the peace process." 

Israel protested this week 
after Mr. Husseini received 
Canadian Public Works 
Minister David Dingwall at 
his East Jerusalem headquar- 
ters called Orient House. 

Mr. Husseini denied 
Orient House was used as a 
Palestinian foreign ministry. 

Palestinian Information 
and Culture Minister Yasser 
Abed Rabbo arrived in the 
Gaza Strip Thursday from 
Egypt after Israel lifted a ban 
on him entering the' auton- 
omous territory. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo arrived 
in the Strip via the Rafah 
border crossing point. Israel 
had prevented Mr. Abed 
Rabbo entering the Gaza 
Strip Wednesday while a 
Palestinian activist. Jihad 
Amarin, remained there. 

After his arrival, Mr. Abed 
Rabbo headed for the Pales- 
tine Hotel where Mr. Arafat 
was holding a late night meet- 
ing with Gaza residents. 

“I don't know wtaat to say, 
these are the first words that I 
speak after entering the land 
of Palestine,” Mr. Abed 
Rabbo told a cheering audi- 
ence of about 200 people. 

Mr. Abed Rab bo beads a 
faction called FIDA, which is 
a member of the PLO, and 
supports peace with Israel. 
He has spent most of his life 
in Lebanon and Tunis. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
18 Jordanian political par- 
ties is appealing to heads of 
I states and governments to 
seek an end to the nearly 
foor-year-old international 
sanctions against Iraq by 
inflnencing the United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

The appeals, which were 
also sent to political parties 
in Arab, Islamic and fore- 
ign countries, came as part 
of a campaign undertaken 
by the coalition, which was 
announced during a visit to - 
Jordan last month by a 
senior delegation repre- 
senting the ruling Arab 
Baath Socialist Party in 
Iraq. 

Other activities under- 
taken by the coalition in- 
dude observing a week of 
solidarity with Iraq, a fund- 
raising campaign and offer- 
ing treatment to Iraqi chil- 
dren and disabled at Jorda- 
nian hospitals. 

In written memorandums 
to heads of state, induding 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, French President 
Francois Mitterrand, and 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali as well as all 
Arab leaders, the coalition 
voiced concern over the de- 
teriorating living conditions 
of the Iraqi people and 
appealed that all efforts be 
extended to end the sanc- 
tions. 

In its appeal to the King, 
tire coalition said: “While 
recognising the stand of 
Your Majesty in support of 
brotherly Iraq and the posi- 
tion of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment and people, we 


express our total rejection 
of tins unjust embargo on 
Iraq." 

It appealed to the King 
to use his influence with 
other world leaders and 
countries to lift the_ sanc- 
tions and release Iraqi 
assets frozen abroad as part 
of the punitive CJ.N. mea- 
sure imposed against Bagh- 
dad following the Iraqi in- 
vasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

It said the Baghdad gov- 
ernment had abided by all 
requirements of the U.N. 
ceasefire terms that ended 


“We seek your active sup- 
port and kind assistance of 
our appeal. ..we are confi- 
dent that you will use your 
good offices with the U.N. 
and the Security Council 
during the periodical re- 
view session scheduled to 
convene this month" on the 
sanctions (the second part 
of this paragraph was mis- 
sing from the coalition's 
letter to President Clin- 
ton). 

The Security Council 
meets Monday for a two- 
monthly review of the sanc- 
tions against Iraq. But any 


-the Gulfrwar that liberated easing- -of -the sanctions- is- 

Kuwait in early 1991 and unlikely, given the U.S. 


that there was no legal or 
moral justification for the' 
continuation of the sanc- 
tions. 

In its message to foreign 
leaders and the U.N. 
secretary-general, the 
coalition said: “While we 
strongly condemn the siege 
imposed on Iraq since it 
represents an explicit viola- 
tion of the human and 
national rights of the Iraqi 
people ana the Arab Na- 
tion, we wish to remind you 
that proceeding with this 
siege will further increase 
hatred in the hearts of the 
people from all over the 
Arab countries...” 

The sanctions have- 
“brought about 
tremendous sufferings and 
hardships to the Iraqi peo- 
ple,” It said, adding, “un- 
fortunately, however, die 
embargo has reflected 
negatively on the economic 
situation in Jordan..." 

“We appreciate any posi- 
tive stand vis-a-vis the 
situation in Iraq and the 
necessity of lifting the siege 
imposed on it," it said. 


and British view that Bagh- 
dad has not complied fully 
with the Gulf war ceasefire 
. terms set by the U.N. after 
a U.S.-led coalition ended 
the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait in early 1991. 

“We solicit your diligent 
efforts to persuade the 
U.N. to implement article 
22 of Security Council Re- 
solution 687 providing for 
the termination of this 
siege,” said the one-page 
appeal to world leaders. 
“This will undoubtedly 
avoid the collateral harmful 
effo r ts on the population." 

The memos were signed 
by Hamzeh Mansour, a 
member of the Lower 
House of Parliament repre- 
senting the Islamic Action 
Front, which has assumed a 
leading role in the coali- 
tion. 

Dr. Mansour was quoted 
as saying last week that a 
parliamentary delegation 
headed by Ibrahim Zeid Al 
Keilani now visiting Tehran 
would try to lobby the Ira- 
nian government to end the 
sanctions against its neigh- 


bour. Similar efforts will be 
undertaken with all friend- 
ly countries, be said. 

(The delegation was also 
expected to try to convince 
the Iranian government to 
release Iraqi warplanes 
sent to Iran during the Gun 
war. Baghdad says more 
than 240 warplanes were 
sent to Iran for safekeeping 
but Iran says it received 
less than 30 and that then 
return hinges on an end to 
the sanction s). 

(Reports from Iran indi- 
cate mat the Iranian air 
force is using some of the 
planes after repainting 
them). 

lAr sources said coali- 
tion leaders had met with 
Russia, Chinese and 
French diplomats in Am- 
man to press their govern- 
ments into lifting the sanc- 
tiosn against Iraq. The 
alliance was also seeking 
meetings with the U.S. and 
British diplomats, but it 
was not immediately 
known whether any such 
encounters took place. 

Russia. China and 
France, all of them perma- 
nent members of the Secur- 
ity Council, are seen as 
sympathetic to the Iraqi 
cause and have said in pub- 
lic that they favour an eas- 
ing of the crippling embar- 
go. 

On Thursday, the coali- 
tion staged a sit-in in front ! 
of the U.N. office in Am- 
man. Between 60 to 80 
people, representing poli- 
tical parties, unions, pro- 
fessional associations and 
members of parliament, ■ 
participated in the event, 1 
which ended after the 
memo was handed over to 
the office. 


Japan to study Jordan’s tourist regions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
Japanese delegation headed 
by the director of the Interna- 
tional Cooperation Depart- 
ment at the foreign ministry 
Friday said Japan is ready to 
provide financial aid to Jor- 
dan to develop its tourism, 
sector. 

The delegation head said a 
Japanese expert group will 
arrive here Sunday to work 
out plans of cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Japan and 
to review them with the 
Jordanian authorities in pre- 
paration for implementation. 

The Japanese group met 
with Munster of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan Thursday and discus- 
sed with him scopes of coop- 
eration in tourism and the 
possibility of Japanese 
financing and implementing 
related projects in Jordan. 

Dr. Adwan reviewed with 
the visiting delegation Jor- 
dan’s tourist attractions and 
potential investments. 

He said the ministry had 
divided the Kingdom into va- 
rious tourist regions, taking 
into consideration the special 
circumstances and features of 
each, and the services and 
facilities needed there. 

Dr. Adwan stressed that 
any plans to develop such 
areas should recognise the 
features of the region, includ- 
ing cultural and archaeologic- 
al sites and the local environ- 
ment. 

The minister reviewed the 
important role tourism can 
play in supporting the nation- 
al economy ana providing 
hard currency, in addition to 
creating jobs and conse- 
quently helping ease unem- 
ployment. 

Dr. Adwan said tourism 
will be the top productive 
industry, noting its significant 
contribution to enhancing 
scopes of cooperation and 
advancing understanding be- 


tween the world nations. 

He said the tourism sector 
mil benefit greatly from the 
establishment of peace in the 
region, adding that, it will 
result in large tourist groups 
coming to this area. 

Dr. Adwan called on 
Japan, as the current chair of 
the Middle-East peace talks 
multilateral working group 
on the environment, to con- 
tribute to working out 
frameworks and bases for 
cooperation in the region. 

He also called for speeding 
up action to implement and 
finance tourism projects and 
requested that the delegation 
launch tourism promotion 
campaigns in Japan to en- 
courage Japanese citizens to 
visit Jordan. 

The Japanese delegation 
said it will undertake compre- 
hensive studies of the various 
tourist regions within the 
next 18 months to identify 
service and facility needs, 
taking into account the va- 
rious region's special cir- 
cumstances and dbaracteris- 
tics. 


The delegation also ex- 
pressed Tokyo's readiness to 
pppoit traditional industries 
in Jordan and promised to 
sent an . expert to draft a 
strategy to develop such en- 
terprises and train Jordanian 


JEA course inaugurated 

A training course for Arab 
countries* engineers in the 
field of electric power, sup- 
ported by the Japan Interna- 
tional Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), was Thursday inau- 
gurated at the Electric Train- 
ing Centre of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA). 

The JICA support includes 
financing the operation cost 
at approximately JD 108,000. 

Tne inauguration cere- 
mony held at the JEA was 
attended by Hajhne TanaJti, 
chargd d'affaires of Japan in 
Jordan. 

The course, which will be 
held annually from 1992 to 
1996, aims at providing the- 
participation from Arab 
countries such as Qatar, 


Oman, Bahrain, Yemen, 
Syria, Tunisia, Algeria, 
Morocco and Mauritania, 
with an opportunity to up- 
grade relevant techniques 
and knowledge in the field of 
electric power. This year the 
course will be held for 17 
weeks, beginning July 2. 

Japan has extended the 
cooperation to the Electric 
Training Centre at JEA, con- 
sisting of dispatching six 
Japanese experts, providing 
modern training equipment 
worth approximately JD 3 
million ana training in Japan 
of 15 personnel during 1978- 
1991. 

Japan also dispatched 
seven young Japanese volun- 
teers to JEA, three for the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Sta- 
tion, two for the Amman 
•Control Centre and two for 
the Zarqa Thermal Power 
Station. 

Japan has so far offered 
several technical cooperation 
packages including the 
above-mentioned coopera- 
tion to Jordan amounting to 
over JD 50 million. 


International youth conference 
to work towards understanding 


AMMAN (Petra) — Youngs- 
ters from 30 countries around 
the world will meet here Fri- 
day as part of an internation- 
al gathering initiated by a 
Jordanian youth group and 
aimed at bolstering coopera- 
tion and advancing under- 
standing among youth from 
various parts of the world, 
according to Lina Arafat, 
coordinator of the event. 

Ms. Arafat said the five- 
day conference, which will be 
held at .Philadelphia Hotel 
beginning July 22, will discuss 
issues or common concern 
including environmental pro- 


tection, peace, international 
economy, and science and 
technology. 

The conference, Ms. Ara- 
fat said, seeks to strengthen 
channels of communications 
between Jordanian youth and 
their peers from other parts 
of the world, and to create a 
base for common under- 
standing of Jordanian and in- 
ternational issues through 
lectures, seminars and work- 
shops. 

The participants will also 
have the opportunity to ex- 
change views on various 


issues, and to overcome any 
differences based on multipie 
languages, traditions and cul- 
tures, and work jointly to- 
wards one objective, that is, 
the realisation of peace. 

In addition, they will tour 
historical, archaeological and 
cultural sites in Jordan. 

The youths mil come from 
such countries as Australia, 
Canada, Egypt, France, 
Gambia, Germany, 
Lithuania, Mauritius, Mex- 
ico, Nepal, Nigeria, Yemen, 
Norway, Turkey, Romania, 
and Jordan. 
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Apartments 

Hats — Bungalows — Estates 

CAMEO HOME 

Intersted PLS Ring up Amman 

Tel. 669828 

For Further Information 
Interview 

from 9 a.m. Till 5 p.m. 


Agricultural Economist 
Agricultural Extensionist 

German consulting firm (INSTRUPA) executing a technic- 
al cooperation project on “Agricultural Extension and 
Promotion of Production (PAJEPP) in Jordan is seeking to 
recruit two Jordanian male or female specialists: One 
agricultural economist and one agricultural extensionist, 
to support the conceptual and field activities of this 
project. The contract period will be for 33 months. 

Applicants should be under 40 years of age, possess a 
relevant, preferably post-graduate university degree and 
have a minimum of five years professional experience in 
working with farmers. Excellent command of Arabic and 
English in speaking and writing is essentia). 

Interested persons are invited to obtain the full job 
description and requirements on which the application 
should be based, by contacting the address below. 
Applications containing all relevant data and references 
should be forwarded not later than 31 July 1994 to: 

INSTRUPA, C/O GTZ Project Administration Service, 
Shmeisani, 

P.O.Box 92 62 38, Amman, 

TeL- 667 021/660 080. Fax: 683 402 


REUTERS 

has a vacancy for a 

CUSTOMER LIAISON EXECUTIVE 

( with a selling potential ) 

Candidates should have : 

- B.Sc. degree in Computer Science 

or 

B. A in Business Administration 

- Experience in dealing with customers 

- Ability to demonstrate and train on 
new products 

- Excellent command of English 

CV*i TO BE SEALED AND SENT TO ; 

Richard El-Khoury 
General Manager 
Reuter* Jordan, Syria & Iraq 

P.O. BOX* 667) AMMAN 


BIG BUG PROBLEMS? 




With proper insect control, we'll get rid of just about any 
bug problem you have in your home. Once we’ve treated 
your home, you’ll be rid of bothersome insects like ants, 
roaches, crickets, spiders, scorpions, earwigs, wasps and 
mosquitoes. So this season, let us -take care of your 
problems - big or small. 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION AND ESTIMATE 
ARAB PEST CONTROL CENTER. AMMAN. 

PHONE #: 693884 

Sole distributors of ICl/ZENECA PUBLIC HEALTH Products. 
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Bastille Day snub to U.K. marks new bitterness — paper 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Organisers of the annual July 
14 military parade in Paris 
scrapped an invitation to Bri- 
tain's Royal Air Force (RAF) 
to take part, the Independent 
said Friday, quoting unidenti- 
fied official sources. 

The RAF had offered to 
send four Tornado fighters to 
join the fly-past over the 
Champs-Elysees, but the 
French authorities decided 
against it four months ago, 
the report by the daily's Paris 
correspondent said. 

The paper said the French 
viewed the presence of Brit- 
ish aircraft as ••politically in- 
correct. It would have sent 
the wrong message." 

Reflecting close ties with 
Bonn, the" French govern- 
ment instead decided to in- 
clude Eurocrops, the mainly 
French and German brigade 
set up last year. 

Describing the decision as 
.a “snub", the Independent 
said it came against a back- 
ground of “worsening rela- 
tions'* between London and 
Paris. 

As evidence, it cited the 
Channel Tunnel which was 
celebrated with more enthu- 
siasm on the French side than 
on the British, and the com- 
memoration of the 50th 
anniversary of D-Day in Nor- 
mandy. 

Following that occasion, 
the paper reported. Queen 
Elizabeth II was said to have 


complained privately that 
French President Francois 


Mitterrand was off-hand with 
her personally and towards 
Britain generally. 

Further grievances on the 
pan of the two countries 
were said to relate to British 
Prime Minister John Major's 
use of his veto to block the 
candidature of Belgian Pre- 
mier Jean-Luc Dehaene. 
favoured by France, for pres- 
idency of the European Com- 
mission. and Britain’s critic- 
ism of France's decision to 
send troops to war-tom 
Rwanda. 

In the event, Thursday's 
fly-past was drastically cur- 
tailed because of the low 
cloud. Only a few army heli- 
copters and the French Air 
Force aerobatic team trailing 
traditional red. white and 
blue smoke took part. 

The German press Friday 
hailed as a "parade for 
Europe** the participation of 
German tanks in France's 
annual military procession 
down the Champs Elysees. 

The German soldiers, who 
took pan in the parade as 
part of the Eurocorps, were 
joining the national proces- 
sion which was “directed to- 
wards the future," said the 
conservative Die Welt in an 
editorial. 

The Neue Osnabruecker 
Zeitung said that “Franco- 
German friendship hence- 
forth has a new quality.” 
adding that “the last taboo of 
bilateral relations has fallen." 

The Leipziger Volk- 
szeitung asked whether “put- 


ting history back together 
again is easier when we think 
less in national terms, and 
more in European terms.” 
The answer, according to the 
paper Valter yesterday, is 
yes.” 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand's invitation to the 
Germans to take part in the 
Bastille Day military parade 
stirred controversy in France 
as it was the first time since 
World War n that German 
tanks had rolled down the 
Champs Elysees. 

To strains of the European 
Union hymn, German sol- 
diers rolled down France's 
Grandest Avenue Thursday. 
To some it brought eerie 
memories of Nazi occupa- 
tion, but to most it was a 
milestone for European uni- 
ty. 

Invited to France's tradi- 
tional Bastille Day military 
parade, the 200 Germans 
joined troops of France, Bel- 
gium. Spain and Luxembourg 
in an 800-strong procession 
by the Eurocorps, Europe's 
fledgling army. 

As they rolled their 
.armoured personnel carriers 
down the Champs-Elysees, 
Beethoven's 9th Symphony, 
the European Union's hymn, 
played over the public - 
address system and applause 
broke out among many of tbe 
tens of thousands of onlook- 
ers lining the avenue. 

“I think you must go past 
the memories, even if you 
lived them like me,” said 
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German “Marder” combat vehicles taking parade pass through the Place de la Concorde 
part in the traditional Bastille Day military (AFP photo) 


Rome government wavers amid 
storm over corruption law 


ROME ( R) — Italy's govern- 
ment indicated its readiness 
10 compromise Friday on a 
law limiting powers of arrest 
that has split the coalition 
and set it on a collision course 
with corruption-busting 
magistrates. 

The lira and government 
bonds skidded on the storm, 
triggered by a cabinet decree 
issued Wednesday that ex- 
cluded bribery and corrup- 
tion from a list of offences for 
which magistrates could hold 
suspects in preventive deten- 
tion. 

Milan's elite pool of “dean 
hands" investigators, includ- 
ing national hero Antonio Di 
Pietro, demanded Thursday 
to be moved to other jobs, 
rocking Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's two-month-old 
government. 

Justice Minister Alfredo 
Biondi, seeking to calm the 
tunirc. said the decree was 
not set in stone and was open 
to amendment in parliament. 

“We don't issue decrees 
that apply for ever and can't 
.t. eas eJ." Mr. Biondi 


told reporters. “Everything 
can be modified as long as the 
foundations of the decree are 
not overturned. 

•‘The government I be- 
long to is headed by Berlus- 
coni. not Diocletian.” said 
Mr. Biondi. referring to the 


Roman emperor who perse- 
cuted Christians. 

Interior Minister Roberto 
Maroni called the exclusion 
of bribery and corruption 
from the list of arrestable 
offences a mistake that could 
be corrected immediately by 
amending the decree in par- 
liament to include them. 

Mr. Berlusconi Friday de- 
fended the decree. 

He said the intention of the 
decree was to “stop Italy 
becoming a police state" be- 
fore storming out of a news 
conference without taking 
questions. 

Mr. Berlusconi said magis- 
trates had all the powers they 
needed "to pursue their in- 
vestigations and trials, to car- 
ry out justice and not vendet- 
tas." 

“Putting citizens in jail Has 
become almost run of the 
mill." the media tycoon- 
tumed-politician said. 

Government spokesman 
Guiliano Ferrara, who has 
cabinet rank, said the decree 
would not be pulled but also 
signalled that amendments 
submitted in parliament 
would be taken into account. 

"The decree law is not a 
hatchet job." Mr. Fercara 
said. 

Umberto Bossi. whose 
Northern League is a key 
partner in Mr. Berlusconi's 


coalition, said his movement 
would give the decree a 
rough ride in parliament. 

"Corruption and bribery 
can’t be seen as mere misde- 
meanours,” said Mr. Bossi, 
brought to book himself by 
Di Pietro this month along 
with former Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi and a host of 
old guard leaders at a major 
corruption trial in Milan. 

Parliamentarians in the 
neo-fascist-led National 
Alliance, the third pillar of 
Mr. Berlusconi's two-month- 
old coalition government, 
also threatened a revolt. 

“Millions of Italians did 
not vote for us so we would 
absolve thieves and let them 
out of jail." said hardliner 
Pino Rauti. He called the 
decree a "mindboggling 
whitewash." 

Mr. Di Pietro and his col- 
leagues have become virtual 
saints in Italy after two years 
of “tangentopoli" (bribesvil- 
le) scandals that sank an en- 
tire class of corrupt politi- 
cians. 

The magistrates have 
ordered the arrest at various 
limes of thousands of 
businessmen and politicians, 
arguing that if left free they 
could tamper with evidence'. 
Critics say investigators have 
abused their powers (o force 
confessions out of suspects. 


Amnesty accuses Bangladesh of 


endorsing Islamic death threats 


LONDON (AFP) — Amnes- 
ty International has accused 
the Bangladeshi government 
of endowing religious death 
threats, amid growing con- 
cern over an Islamic edict 
made against a Bangladeshi 
feminist writer. 

The London-based rights 
group urged the government 
to protect writer Taslima 
Nasreen. who 10 days ago 
sent a message to the orga- 
nisation saying she was in 
“grave danger" after she was 
accused of insulting the feel- 
ings of Muslims. 

“Instead of issuing arrest 
warrants for people who re- 
ceive death threats from 
Islamist groups, the govern- 
ment of Bangladesh should 
publicly condemn these ‘fat- 
was' and promptly bring 
those responsible to justice.” 


said Amnesty. 

If the government had 
done this “in the first place", 
the present wave of death 
threats, including that to Nas- 
reen would never have occur- 
red, the group said in a state- 
ment. 


The organisation also 
stared: “We are gravely con- 
cerned that the Bangladesh 
government has not only 
failed to protect such people 
from death threats, but has 
also actually endorsed the 
iatwas' bv issuine warrants 


comment about the Koran. 
She has denied blaspheming 
the Muslim holy book. 

She is reportedly seeking 
asylum in the United States. 

In Dhaka Thursday several 
thousand militant supporters 
of an Islamic alliance were 
stopped from marching to the 
U.S. embassy warning U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to veto 
any asylum application by 
Nasreen. 


for the same people's arrest 
on charges of blasphemy," 
the statement said. 


Nasreen has been in hiding 
since a court last month 
issued an arrest warrant 
against her for outraging 
Muslim feelings by making a 


The protestors carried ban- 
ners with messages such as 
“Clinton beware, we will peel 
your skin” and “hang Tasli- 
ma Nasreen.” 

Journalists reporting on 
Nasreen have also been 
attacked by Islamic groups 
and foreign non- 
governmental organisations 
have been threatened or had 
their offices set on fire. 



The Republican Guard canky parade down ‘the Champs Elysees during the traditional Bastille Day military parade 


(AFP photo) 


Bernard Heslot, 67. 

“I feel good for Europe 
and I think it's normal to see 
German troops. In fact 
they're not really German 
troops. That's why it doesn't 
matter to me, because they’re 
here with the Eurocorps,” 
said Fred COustenoble, 23. 

But at the sight of black- 
and-white German military 
crosses on two-dozen 
armoured vehicles, others 
couldn't forgive Germany for 
tbe daily goose-stepping by 
Nazi troops down the same 
avenue for four years during 
the World War II. 

There were some scattered 
whistles of disapproval, one 
group of protesters dressed in 
concentration camp uniforms 
and an dderly couple wore 
the yellow Star of David the 
Nazis forced the Jews to 


de," said Maurice Picault, a 
frail man of 91. “It’s better to 
be friends than enemies.” 

The 7,000-member Euro- 
corps, to grow to 40,000 next 
year, was created by France 
and Germany. The two for- 
mer enemies are now the two 
maion forces behind efforts 
to turn the ElFs 12-nation 
trading bloc into a political 
and economic power with a 
common currency and army. 

It was perhaps President 
Francois Mitterrand's final 
grand gesture for Europe be- 
fore be ends 14 years of 
power next spring, the move 
made up for shutting out the 
Germans from the 50th 
anniversary ceremonies of D- 
Day, June 6. 


place.” 

But opinion polls indicated 
about two-thirds of the 
French public supported Mr. 
Mitterrand's decision. 

Both Mr. Mitterrand and 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, a guest at the parade, 
expressed satisfaction after 
the parade. 

“I was hapapy that in a 
choice between the past and 
the future, we choose the 
future,” said Mr. Mitterrand, 
77. 


*‘My father was deported" . 
to a death camp, said die 
wife, Annette Salomon, 60. 
“To see them march then and 
to see them again today is 
very difficult." 

Stiull, the horrid memory 
•of a German prison camp, 
where he lost two friends, 
“doesn’t stop me from being 
for the Germans in the para- 


But former President Val- 
ery Giscard D’Estaing’s said 
it was too soon. The Com- 
munists, who were a major 
force in the resistance, pro- 
tested on the avenue Mon- 
day, and monarchists called 
the Eurocorps a “Trojan 
horse.” 

Adm. Philippe De Gaulle, 
son of French war hero and 
former President Charles De 
Gaulle, said German parti- 
cipation was ‘‘neither the 
right date nor the right 


Mr. Mitterrand, who was 
wounded and taken prisoner 
during the war, recalled his 
“profound sadness” when 
Germans marched m Paris 
then. On Thursday, he said, 
he felt “joy at the thought 
that a half-century has been 
enough to resolve the prob- 
lems of two world wars.” 

Mr. Kohl said no one could 
expect “the marks of history 
to disappear immediately” 
but added: “The Eurocorps 
shows that Europe is in the 
process of being born.” 

The Eurocorps could para- 
de in BereHn on Oct. 3, the 
day of German unification, 
German Defence Minister 
VoIker’Ruehe said in an in- 
terview with the weekly Die 


Welt published Thursday. 

The German army normal- 
ly doesn't hold parades, but a 
Eurocorps procession would 
demonstrate European uni- 
ty," Mr. Ruebe said. 

The Bastille Day parade' 
featured 350 vehicles, 200 
horses and 6,000 people in- 
cluding white-hatted foreign 
legionnaires and silver- 
helmeted firefighters. A 
formation of jets left trails of 
red, white and blue smoke 
over the Broad Avenue. 

France's 2nd Armoured 
Division, which liberated 
Pareis on Aug. 23, 1944, had 
a place of honour in the 
parade. 

In addition to Mr. Kohl, 
dignitaries watching the para- 
de included Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez of Spain; 
Jacques Santer of Luxem- 
bourg and Jean-Luc Dehaene 
of Belgium; Ivory Coast Pres- 
ident Henri Konan Bedie; 
President-elect Ernests Sam- 


per of Colombia, and Jacques 
Delors, chief executive of the 
European Union. 

Bastille Day marks the 
prison storming in 1789 that 
set off the French revolution 
and led to the birth of the 
republic. 


Armenia rejects Turkish peacekeepers for Karabakh 


YEREVAN (j*) — Armenia 
has rejected the idea of Tur- 
kish troops taking part in 
peacekeeping operations in 
the Azeri-Armenian conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
senior official said Friday. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller last month prop- 
osed sending a contingent to 
a multinational force and 
Russia, the dominant military 
power in tbe Caucasus, gave 
conditional approval. 

"Turkey cannot be in- 
volved in the peacekeeping 
process, even as observers, 
since Turkey is one of the 
sides int eb conflict," Ama- 
siya Ovanisyan. head of the 
Armenian president's press 
service, said. “And they con- 
tinue to blockade Armenia.” 


Several thousand people 
have been killed in 6 Vi years 
of fighting over Karabakh, a 
mainly Armenian-inhabited 
territory allotted to Azerbai- 
jan by the Kremlin in 1923. 

Armenia is not formally 
involved but provides logistic 
and diplomatic support to the 
separatist Karabakh Arme- 
nians. 

Turkey, which has strong 
ethnic and linguistic links 
with Azerbaijan, is a member 
of the Conference on Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in 
Europe’s 11-nation Minsk 
group seeking to end the 
Karabakh conflict. 

An aide to Ms. Ciller said 
in late June the Turkish lead- 
er was asking parliament, 
which is in recess, to approve 


the use of Turkish troops 
within a CSCE multinational 
peacekeeping force. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev, in an inter- 
view with ITAR-TASS News 
Agency last Friday, indicated 
Moscow would accept Tur- 
kish involvement but would 
want to invite contingents 
from other countries too. 


reasons, because Yerevan 
and Ankara bad no diploma- 
tic relations. 

Armenia accuses Turkey of 
massacring up to 1.5 million 
people in 1915 and annexing 
much of its territory — 
charges rejected by Turkey. 


“Turkey cannot introduce 
its troops into Azerbaijan un- 
Uateaily,” he said. "Russia 
also has interests in the 
Transcaucasus. no smaller 
and perhaps greater than 
Turkey’s.” 


Armenians make little dis- 
tinction between Turks and 
Azeris. They also accuse T ur- 
key of advising and equipping 
Azeri forces in Karabakh. 


But the Armenian govern- 
ment rejected the idea out of 
hand. Ms. Ovanisyan said it 
was impossible, among other 


Armenian forces pushed 
the Azeris out of almost all 
the enclave last year and also 
occupied huge swathes of ad- 
joining Azeri territory. There 
was a flurry of fighting in the 
spring, but the battle fronts 
nave been largely quiet over 
the summer. 


Burma offers to trade drug warlord for U.S. arms 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Burmese military junta 
has offered to defeat a drug 
lord responsible for most of 
the world heroin trade if the 
United States lifts its arms 
embargo on Burma, The 
New York Times said Friday. 

Military officials in Yangon 
told the daily the offer was 
made to the U.S. State De- 
partment in recent weeks. 


Although U.S. officials 
think it unlikely the offer 
might change U.S. pressure 
to have Burma improve its 
human rights record, they 
said it would be important if 
it signaled a new willingness 
by the army to destroy Khun 1 
Sa’s operation. 

Khun Sa was indicted on. 


narcotics charges in the Un- 
ited States in 1989 and re- 
cently declared himself presi- 
dent of a newly independent 
state on Burma's eastern bor- 
der, where a large part of the 
world’s opium, the raw mate- 
rial for heroin, is grown. 

Despite the State Depan- 
men t's annual report accus- 
ing Burma's military leaders 
of "only minimal narcotics 
enforcement.” a spokesman 
for the junta's anti-narootics 
programme said efforts to de- 
feat Khun Sa have redou- 
bled. 


troy Khun Sa's army. 

“If the U.S. really wants 
Khun Sa to be wiped out of 
this area, the first thing they 
will need to do is help us with 
arms and ammunition," he 
said. 


Despite the U.S. arms 
embargo, Burma since 1990 
has received an estimated 51- 
billion worth of weapons such 
as tanks, jet fighters and 
warships from China, which 
the military sources said were 
useless in mountain warfare. 


“We’ve begun to bun 
him," Lieutenant Colonel 
Kyaw Thein said, adding 
however, that the Burmese 
military needed help to des- 


“What we need from 
America are helicopters and 
smaller arms, which we can 
use in the mountains," a Bur- 
mese military officer told the 
daily. 

This latest offer follows a 


statement earlier this week 
by a spokesman of the milit- 
ary junta who said the milit- 
ary leader would be willing to 
meet with dissident leader 
and Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 
who has been under house 
arrest for nearly six years. 

The statement, made by 
Lieutenant General Khin 
Nyunt, head of military in- 
telligence, also in an inter- 
view with the New York 
Times, was welcomed by a 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Tuesday. 

“It has long been the view 
(of the U.S. government) 
that the (Burmese junta) 
should enter prompiy into a 
genuine dialogue. If develop- 
ment." said the spokesman. 


U.S. Senate bans arms sales to Indonesia 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Senate banned the sale 
of light arms to Indonesia 
until “significant progress" is 
made on human rights in East 
Timor. 

The measure, approved in 
a voice vote late Thursday, 
will go to a House-Senate 
conference committee to re- 
solve differences with a simi- 
lar version of the bill passed 
by the House of Representa- 
tives in Mav. 


the secretary of state reports 
that there has been signifi- 
cant progress made on hu- 
man rights in East Timor and 
elsewhere in Indonesia.” 

The United States sus- 
pended military aid to Jakar- 
ta in 1992, which included 
bringing Indonesian soldiers 
here for training. 


“constructively’’ with U.N. 
Secretary of General Boutros 
Ghali on resolving the status 
of East Timor, which in- 
cludes the issue of self- 
determination. 


A hospital source said 
eight people were treated for 
minor injuries. 


Included as a provision in 
the Foreign Assistance 
Appropriations Bill, the Sen- 
ate measure recommends the 
U.S. government should “re- 
frain from selling light arms 
and crowd control items until 


The conditions set out by 
the Senate include com- 
pliance with U.N. recom- 
mendations last year calling 
for a significant reduction in 
Indonesia's troop presence in 
the former Portuguese en- 
clave annexed by Jakarta in 
1976. 

The recommendations also 
call on Jakarta to participate 


On Thursday anti-riot 
police in East Timor violently 
dispersed a demonstration of 
about 500 people, mostly uni- 
versity students, protesting a 
series of religious incidents 
between local Muslims and 
Roman Catholics. 


East Timor police have re- 
leased all but one of the 
detained Thursday when 
security forces broke up the 
student-led march. 

The provincial capital Dili 
was reported to be calm Fri- 
day in the aftermath of the 
incident. 


Some protesters were 
beaten with batons and taken 
away by security personnel 
who made 30 arrests, accord- 
ing to a University of East 
rimor professor who asked 
not to be identified. 


The lone demonstrator 
being detained is not a stu- 
dent but an unemployed man 
alleged to have carried a 
weapon at the demonstra- 
tion, said Lieutenant ColoneJ 
Andreas Sugianto, police 
pbief in Dili, in a telephone 
interview. 


Sammy the 
alligator's 
escapade ends 


DORMAGEN, Germany 
(AFP) — Sammy the alliga, 
tor’s daring bid for freedom 
ended Friday with his capture 
in a lake in this western Ger- 
man town wher he took a dip 
to cool off last weekend and 
decided he rather enjoyed 
the setting. The eight-year- 
old creature that bad man- 
aged to evade police capture 
for five days was finally 
caught Friday morning by a 
f rogman who found it bathing 
on the lakeside, police said! 
His next address will be a 
zoo, they added. Sammy’s 
saga, which has gripped the 
popular imagination, began 
Sunday when bis owner Joe rg 


ing swim. Sammy slipped his 
leash and swam off spreading 
panic among the 8,000 bath- 
ers. Since then, with Ger- 
many out of the World Cup, 
his days “on the run’’ from 
frogmen, police marksmen 
and would-be hunters of all 
sorts have come almost to 
rival the soccer tournament 
for public interest. The shock 
announcement Tuesday of 
his death in a hail of police 
bullets proved premature. 
On Wednesday he was disco- 
vered to be still alive and 
swimming in the summer rejj 
sort lake of Nievenheim near 
Donna gen. By Thursday he 
was a hero with his own fan 
dub, set up by the Saarland 
Radio Station whose switch- 
board was jammed by listen- 
ers calling in with messages of 
sympathy for Sammy. Final- 
ly, after an hour-long crisis 
meeting Thursday, Dor- 
magen town officials and 
Neuss district police 


announced everything would 
be done to catch the 1.20 


be done to catch the 1.20 
metre-long (foar-foot-long) 
caiman alive. Olaf Moll, a 
local town official, said Sam- 
my had proved more popular 
than former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev when he 
visited the town two years 
ago. 


'Condom king’ 
wins Magsaysay 
Award 


Plane flying 
to Algeria for 
Shackleton crew 


JOHANNESBURG fR) - 

A South African Air Force 
plane flew to Algeria Friday 
to ferry home 19 crewmen 
from an elderly Shackleton 
aircraft that crash-landed in 
the Sahara earlier this week, 
a spokeswoman said. Major 
Laverne Mills said the South 
Africans were in the small 
Algerian town of Tindcraf, 
where they were flown by the 
United Nations from its camp 
at the Hasi Aguertit Oasis in 
Mauritania. “We’ve spoken 
to the guys. They've asked 
for dgare'ttes, newspapers, 
beers. They’re all in good 
spirits,” Maj. Mills added. 
The four-engined Shackleton 
made a forced landing on the 
Mauritanian border with 
Western Sahara early 
Wednesday after two engine? 
failed. The South African 
Shackleton, which was one of 
only two still flying, had been 
on its way to Britain to take^ 
part in an air show. The ar * 
force did not know if tM 
wreck couki be recovered.- 
Maj. Mills said. 
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MANILA (AP) — Mechai 
Viravaidya, known as the 
“condom king" of Thailand” 
for his efforts to promote 
population and AIDS con- 
trol, has won the 199jL 
Ramon Magsaysay Awarclf 
for Public Service. Tbe 
Ramon Magsaysay Founda- 
tion said Mr. Mechai, who is 
chairman of Thailand’s 
Population and Community 
Development Association, 
had promoted “creative pub- 
lic campaigns to promote 
family planning, rural de- 
velopment and a rigorous, 
honest and compassionate re- 
sponse to the plague of 
AIDS.” Mr. Mechai was 
among the first prominent 
Thais to become alert to the 
spread of the deadly disease. 
He founded tbe Population 
Control Centre in 1974, be- 
fore AIDS appeared, in 
order to reduce the country’s 
hinh rate. When the AIDS 
epidemic spread to Thailand 
in the 1980s, the association 
also began promoting the use 
of condoms to protect against 
the virus. He became senior 
minister in 1991 and de- 
veloped programmes to in- 
crease AIDS awareness 
throughout the country. Tbe 
Magsaysay Awards are given 
annually to successful Asians. 
He is the eighth Thai to win 
tbe award, which carries 
S60.000 grant. 
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French troops to detain Rwanda 
officials found in safe zone 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JULY 16, 1994 5 


PARIS 


(R) — France, 


In- alarmed at the prospect of 

iy_ -jJ’ -r sheltering ministers accused 
sir c 'J- e^of complicity in genocide, 
•Mti.. 1 1,1 t;-said Friday it would detain 
ti members of the Rwandan 

rui y' ' rump government if they 
» ’V* were found in a safe zone for 
"-^.’civilians in the southwest. 




,, 1 , n«. As waves of refugees 
v fleeing the civil war poured 
t .| ' $_ into the French-declared pro- 

u..' uonm, Mine and Zaire, 


Br,» tecnon zone ana zdire, a 
h’r'L 11 ' 11 '"*" senior French official said the 
!l '■ l . • * p- leaders of the ramp govem- 
v! ' h,tT ' C ment might take advantage of 
-if. the chaos to slip into the safe 

.v France still has no con- 
; !l "n 1 firmation that the president, 
,j 'I;-: \\vj. prime minister and other offi- 
' :i ti.j cials had fled to Cyangugu — 
1 1 -'ii..,; ^ a town in the zone where 
‘•K- hu n ._. French troops are deployed 
— as stated by their col- 


“The madate we have from 
the U.N. does not include the 
search for those responsible 
for the genocide, we have 
information (on massacres) 
and we are ready to send this 
to the U.N. but that’s not our 
mandate,” the official said. 

He added the rump gov- 
ernment leaders had re- 
quested asylum from the 
French, who are leading a 
humanitarian mission in 
southwest Rwanda, and this 
prompted Paris to issue a 
statement on Thursday 
saying they would not be 
welcome in the French zone. 

France said last week the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) had 
agreed not to enter its safe 


the weekend. 

The refugees are mostly 
Hutus, fleeing die rapid adv- 
ance of the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF) whose wed-equipped 
and disciplined army has 
routed the government in 
three months. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, faced with dire warnings 
from France of another 
humanitarian catastrophe, 
Thursday demanded an im- 
mediate ceasefire in Rwanda 
and called on the internation- 
al community to supply relief 
for refugees fleeing rebel 
troops. 

Rwandan rebels are con- 
solidating their positions 
around the lakeside resort of 


zone. But the flight of the — Gisenyi ~ ahead of a final 
ousted government raises a assault against what remains 


■.«:r (i m ' -leagues who chose to cross 
!n :«.icv. t." into Zaire. 
n»vm "If they come to us and we 
.j hjj,'; hear of it, we would intern 
&«»•. c.i ?r ^ : them. It is out of the question 
"d.-. that we would accept them 
;,|j * continuing their activities in 


r», 

ih,. 


our area,” the French official 

*\ ■’V-. 


,v irh r,it v" ‘ £ 


We would put them not 
-quite in prison but under the 
p r. s . l . v .guard of French soldiers to 
i"n'wh . prevent them eventually con- 
j : .^ m tinuing their activities and to 
r. ZJT * band them over to the United 
f , r ^'Nations if this is requested” 
„ h ;™: : he aid. 

. - Some members of the 

»n ^ RU*®* 

l0 ^ wan ted by a U.N. war 
‘ 7 crimes tribunal on charges of 

^ ' ; ' r 'ihmc: -organising the systematic 
1 ;,v l & .genocide of the Tutsi minor- 

' '-ur-fo,. t. 
l - ;»ij 


itv. 


u 

‘ - J ul.ircp,. 
nl WI hr 

it 

iJ.n . 


risk that rebel guerrillas 
might enter in pursuit. 

A tidal wave of Rwandan 
refugees which aid agencies 
predict could reach one mil- 
lion poured into Zaire along 
with the collapsed govern- 
ment’s retreating army Fri- 
day. 

Columns of people, their 
cloth bundles and cooking 
pots piled high on their 
heads, trudged into the east- 
ern Zairean town of Goma. 
Truckloads of soldiers, some 
wounded, joined the exodus 
— possibly the biggest ever 
seen in Africa. 

Aid agencies varied in their 
figures, some estimating that 
200,000 people crossed 
Thursday, others saying for 
more. But they all expect a 
total of 800,000 to one mil- 
lion people to pour over by 


of the government army, re- 
treating soldiers said Friday. 

The soldiers said the RPF 
had not made any push over- 
night and were still 25 
kilometres outside the border 
town, which until Thursday 
served as a base for Rwanda's 
ramp government. 

"They are surrounding the 
town, they are consolidating 
their positions before malting 
an assault on Gisenyi,” a 
captain with Rwanda's pres- 
idential guard told Reuters. 

His colleague, a major, 
added: “We also know that 
they are moving heavy equip- 
ment towards Gisenyi. This is 
the equipment they are get- 
ting from Uganda in com- 
plete violation of an arms 
embargo which has only been 
implemented against us.” 

French intelligence officers 


told reporters in Goma that 
the only government resist- 
ance was at a former com- 
mando training school at 
Mutura, 25 kilometres out- 
side Gisenyi. 

“Once the rebels take 
Mutura then the show is 
over,” one officer said. 

Fleeing residents told re- 
porters that Gisenyi was 
chaotic overnight with drunk- 
en mulitia and soldiers loot- 
ing whatever remained of the 
once posh town, home to late 
President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana. 

“It’s little wonder they 
(government) have lost the 
war. These people (soldiers) 
are like animals. Instead of 
facing the enemy, they spent 
the whole night looting and 
harassing civilians,” a nun 
with the Catholic Church 
said. 

The nun warned journalists 
against venturing further into 
Gisenyi. “They are all drunk 
and very dangerous at the 
moment. Remember they 
have nothing more to lose.” 

She said the town was 
almost empty and the lake^ 
side Hotel Meridian was an 
eerie ghost of its former self. 

Nervous troops followed 
refugees across the border 
into Zaire believing the RPF 
will go for Gisenyi once the 
civilians bad left. “It's a tactic 
we've seen them (rebels) use 
over the last three months,” a 
Rwandan immigration officer 
said. 

A diplomatic source said 
Paris was deeply concerned 
by the slowness of the inter- 
national community in re- 


■ . i* v.*‘ 
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Over 15,000 Rwandan refugees cross every hour the Zairean 
border at Goma to flee the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
advance on the northwestern town of Gisenyi. Rwanda’s 

“With a U.N. force, due to 


interim government fled from Gisenyi to the southwestern town 
of Cyangugu, where the French intervention force in Rwanda is 
based (AFP photo) 


sponding to French warnings 
of another humanitarian 
catastrophe. 

“Contrary to what the 
U.N. has asked for from the 
outset, there is still no cease- 
fire. And as long as the fight- 
ing goes on. people will flee. 
The problem will remain 
even if the fighting stops. 

‘There are thousands of 
people outride Rwanda, and 
the situation is such that, 
something must be done not 
within days but within hours. 
I don't see the international 
community mobilising fast 
enough,” the source said. 

France has repeatedly cal- 
led on its European Union 
partners and Security Council 
members to rush humanita- 
rian supplies, so far derisory, 
to the area and try to en- 
gineer a ceasefire. 


replace the French, still tak- 
ing only tentative shape, offi- 
cials in Paris have acknow- 
ledged that French troops 
will have to stay close to the 
border even after their U.N. 
mandate expires on Aug. 22. 

Meanwhile Rwanda’s 
prime minister designate said 
Friday he expected rebels to 
announce a unilateral cease- 
fire imminently to encourage 
a tidal wave of refugees to 
return. 

Faustin Twagiramungu 
told Reuters after talks with 
Rwanda Patriotic Front com- 
mander Major-General Paul 
Kagame and chairman Alex 
Kanyarengwe Thursday he 
believed the rebels were 
drafting a ceasefire. 

“They reacted very posi- 
tively and agreed a ceasefire 


was imperative,” he said. 
“They told me they were 
willing to have a ceasefire as 
soon as possible. It is not for 
me to make the announce- 
ment. General Kagame wil 
make the declaration. 

“That could be any time 
now — probably his after- 
noon (Friday), probably 
tomorrow. We do not have to 
wait until a government is 
formed to declare a cease- 
fire,” he added. 

Mr. Twagiramungu, desig- 
nated prime minster by the 
RPF, said Rwanda and its 
people needed to encoruage 
the return of more than a 
million refugees and an esti- 
mated two million people in- 
ternally displaced by three, 
months of war and mas- 
sacres. 

Mr. Twagiramungo, who 


returned from exile Thurs- 
day, spoke at his Kigali hotel 
which he shares with hun- 
dreds of displaced people and 
50 U.N. peacekeepers. He 
said he had been named 
prime minister of a deserted 
country. 

“If you took me to the 
middle of the Sahara and 
said, there, be prime minis- 
ter, I would refuse. I do not 
want to be prime minister 
over sand — but over people.. 

“For that to happen, we 
have to persuade the popula- 
tion to return. We nave to 
reassure the people they are 
safe,” he said. 

“It is useless to conquer a 
territory unless you conquer 
the hearts of the population. 
The RPF understand that and 
are ready to reassure the 
population.” 


Serbs force Demirel to cancel Sarajevo trip 




SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel was forced to call off 
a visit to Sarajevo Thursday 
because Serb forces ringing 
the Bosnian capital refused to 
guarantee his safety. United 
Nations sources said. 

Mr. Demirel instead went 
to central Bosnia to visit Tur- 
kish troops on peacekeeping 
duty. 

their presence has angered 
the Bosnian Serbs, who spent 
500 years under Ottoman 
rule and bitterly resent Tur- 
key’s support for the Muslim- 
led Bosnian government in 
Sarajevo. 

T received a letter yester- 
day from the United Nations 
saying my visit to Saraejvo 
should be postponed for 
security reasons because they 
• ; i.i i tffis could not fly me from Zagreb 
’ to Sarajevo,” Mr. Demirel 

11 said. He planned to visit the 
city next month. 

The United Nations re- 
ported heavy shelliftg round 
the town of Konjic, south- 
west of the capital, and in the 
north-central Bosnian region 
around Doboj. 

The fighting has continued 
despite the fact that the Serbs 
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and Muslims agreed this 
week to extend a month-long 
ceasefire that was supposed 
to pave the way for a perma- 
nent settlement of the 27- 
month war. 

The Posavina Corridor, 
used by the Serbs to supply 
western Bosnian and Serb 
held lands in Croatia, suf- 
fered 200 shell impacts over- 
night, while the battle for the 
Muslim-held Bihac enclave in 
northwestern Bosnia con- 
tinued unabated. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Rob Annink said the 
Muslim-led Bosnian army 
Fifth Corps appeared to have 
taken some territory from the 
Serbs. 

"Fifth Corps continued the 
attack and seems to have 
seized two hills on the 
Grabez Plateau," Maj. 
Annink told a news confer- 
ence. 

He reported a total of 
nearly 5000 mortar and shell 
impacts long with intense 
small arms and machine-gun 
fire on foe plateau Thursday 
and overnight into Friday. 

Mr. Demirel's visit to 
Sarajevo would hdve been 
rich with historic and political 


overtones — some of them 
unwelcome to international 
negotiators trying to coax 
Bosnia's warring factions into 
making peace. 

Ottoman Empire Turks 
ruled Bosnia and most of the 
former Yugoslavia for 500 
years, an epoch bitterly re- 
sented by Serbs who com- 
plain their Christian culture 
was submerged in Islam. 
Many still refer to Bosnian 
Muslims as Turks. 

Mr. Demirel met Croatian 
Foreign Minister Mate Gra- 
nic when he arrived in foe 
coastal town of Split and was 
scheduled to meet President 
FranjoTudjman later Friday. 

During his three-day visit 
to Bosnia and Croatia, Mr. 
Demirel is expected to sign a 
document on friendship and 
cooperation with Croatia. 

Tne Turkish president will 
Sunday hold talks with Mr. 
Tudjman and Bosnian Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic on foe 
Brijuni Islands, an Adriatic 
holiday resort used as a resi- 
dence by foe late Yugoslav 
leader Josip Broz Tito. 

Turkey, a moderate Isla- 
mic state, and NATO mem- 
ber, is seen as a key suppor- 


ter of the Croat-Muslim 
alliance in Bosnia. 

Turkish peacekeepers re- 
cently landed in Bosnia and 
were despatched to central 
Bosnia, where they are re- 
ported io be unhappy over 
their assignment for from any 
lines of confrontation and 
without any obvious duties. 

Meanwhile, the self-styled 
Bosnian Serb parliament Fri- 
day set foe time for its critical 
debate next week on a Bos- 
nian peace plan, which Bos- 
nian Serb strongman Rado- 
van Karadzic has blaked at 
despite Western pressure. 

TTie debate, which had 
already been announced for 
Monday, will be beld at 10 
a.m. (0800 GMT). 

It will take place in foe 
Serb stronghold of Pale, 
southeast of the Bosnian 
capita] Sarajevo. 

Though Mr. Karadzic, 
“president” of the self- 
proclaimed Bosnian Serb Re- 
public, has openly dismissed 
foe internationally backed 
plan as "incomplete," he has 
not advised the Serb parlia- 
ment to either reject it or 
accept it. 


12 L. American nations may join force for Haiti 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Twelve Latin American 
:(K . countries have agreed ro con- 
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tribute troops to a 
peacekeeping force to be de- 
ployed in Haiti once rhe 
Caribbean nations militaiy 
rulers have been ousted, the 
White House said Thursday. 

U.N. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said the 
other countries had pledged 
up to 4.000 troops for 
"peacekeeping and assisting 
in the reconstitution of a Hai- 
tian professional military and 
police.” 

But Vice President A1 
Gore said an invasion of 
.teaiti "certainly is not immi- 
■ Trent.” 

Mr. Gore, in a taped inter- 
view with Canadian Televi- 
sion. said the administration 
first wanted to see whether 
sanctions would work. “Let 
us evaluate whether or not 
this might yet increase the 
pressure to the point where a 
negotiated solution might be 
feasible,” he said. 

- Earlier, Haiti’s exiled Pres- 
ident Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
called for speedy action to 
force out the milirary rulers 
in an apparent turnaround 
from remarks he made last 
week. 

"It is up to the internation- 
al community to take swift 
and definitive action to en- 
sure compliance by the coup 
Baders with the Governors 
Island agreement.” he said, 
adding however that Haiti's 
constitution bars him from 
asking for a military interven- 
tion. 

Mr. Aristide, who was 
ousted in a 1991 coup, said in 
an interview on National 


. I O' 


am 

against a military invasion,” 
Prompting comment that he 
was hobbling U.S. efforts to 
m arshall support for an 
a nned intervention. 

Several', lawmakers. h3 ye 


warned against an invasion, 
including Democrat Senator 
Sam Nunn, chairman of foe 
Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee. who said Thursday he 
opposed going into Haiti 
“without having a coalition.” 

Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole Wednesday 
proposed forming a commit- 
tee on Haiti to stop the 
momentum toward invasion. 

“It appears the administra- 
tion is dead set on an invasion 
course, he said. "The last 
thing we should do is shoot 
first and ask questions later.” 

White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said 
Thursday the administration 
opposed Gen, Dole’s com- 
mittee idea — which was 
defeated Thursday in a 57-42 
vote — but administration 
officials appear to be heeding 
the cautionary mood on 
Capitol Hill. 

Ms. Myers also said Thurs- 
day that no invasion was im- 
minent and that sanctions 
should he given more time to 
wear down the military. 

To that end, the State De- 
partment announced it would 
begin broadcasting messages 
from Mr. Aristide to Haiti 
"countering misinformation" 
from the de facto regime and 
outlining plans for the after- ( 
math of their ouster. 

In Pon-Au-Pririce, about a 
thousand supporters of the 
milirary, including several 
members of parliament and 
political leaders, staged a de- 
monstration against foreign 
military intervention. 

Army chief General Raoul 
Cedras. who led the coup 
against Mr. Aristide, has 
made no move to honour the 
accord he signed on Gov- 
ernor's Island last year which 
calls for Mr. Aristide's re- 
•tura. 

"We are at an impasse.” a 
Western -diplomat in Haiti 


acknowledged. 

“It is becoming increasing- 
ly obvious that tire military is 
not going to give in because 
of the sanctions and. con- 
sidering international opposi- 
tion to a military invasion, 
the only thing left is to go 
back to negotiating.” he said. 

And the military, which 
ousted President Jean- 
BertTand Aristide in 1991. 
agrees. 

“If they want to invade let 
them do it and face the con- 
sequences.” said a military 
official. 

Those words may sound 
like posturing from a country 
with only some 7,000 troops, 
but the military has in fact 
been giving as good as ii gets 
so far. 

An outraged international 
community has been slapping 
more and more sanctions 
against the Caribbean nation 
only to have the military re- 
spond rit-for-tat. 

The latest act of defiance 
came Wednesday when inter- 
national human rights moni- 
tors were forced to leave foe 
country on orders from the 
military. 

Despite Ms. Albright's 
announcement of Latin 
American cooperation in 
peacekeeping place, interna- 
tional opposition to a un- 
ilateral U.S. invasion is hold- 
ing steady. 

Jamaica's Prime Minister 
PJ. Patterson said after a 
meeting with Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien in 
Ottawa that the Caribbean 
nations and Canada had 
agreed to oppose a military 
invasion unless it is pre- 
approved by the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council. 

He added, however, the 
countries believe “we are not 
very far” from getting such 
approval. 

With the help of U.S., malit- . 


ary aircraft, deposed Mr. 
Aristide is beginning broad- 
casts to the Haitian people 
Friday to describe the poli- 
■ cies he will pursue if he re- 
turns to power. 

A State Department state- 
ment quotes Mr. Aristide as 
saying the broadcasts "will 
serve as a c/ucial antidote to 
the false fears that have been 
fuelled by opponents of 
democracy" during the 33 
months since he was ousted. 

An EC-130 Turboprop will 
serve as a flying radio station, 
broadcasting signals that can 
be picked up on the ground. 
Mr. Aristide will tape the 
"radio democracy” broad- 
casts from Washington, 
where he lives in exile. 

The operation is one of a 
number of steps taken by the 
Clinton administration in an 
effort to force the surrender 
of Haiti's military and prom- 
ote a smooth transition back 
to the elected leadership. But 
some U.S. officials doubt Mr. 
Aristide will return before his 
term expires in early 1996. 

The broadcast operation 
has been the subject of acri- 
mony between the Aristide 
camp and U.S. officials since 
negotiations began 18 months 
ago. Aides to Mr. Aristide 
accused the U.S. side of foot- 
dragging. 

U.S. officials wanted Mr. 
Aristide to use the broadcasts 
to try to dissuade Haitians 
from fk.ing Haiti by boat. 
But Mr. Aristide has said he 
could not urge his country- 
men to remain in what he 
likes to call a “house on fire.” 
a reference to the deteriorat- 
ing human rights situation in 
Haiti. 

Mr. Aristide prevailed in 
that argument. The Clinton 
administration is using pri- 
vate radio stations in Haiti to 
disseminate its message ab- 
out the perils of fleeing by 
boat. 


Russian 

parliament 

condemns 

U.S. 

resolution 
on Estonia 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia’s parliament Friday 
condemned a U.S. Senate 
resolution demanding that 
Moscow withdraw its troops 
from Estonia by the end of 
August. 

The State Duma, parlia- 
ment's lower house, said in a 
statement that the resolution, 
which linked more U.S. aid 
to foe withdrawal of troops, 
was an attempt to interfere in 
foe internal affairs of Russia 
and Estonia. 

“The fact that the U.S. 
Senate passed a resolution 
saying Russia will not get 
additional economic aid if it 
does not withdraw its troops 
from Estonia before Aug. 31 
is seen as a move directed at 
the disruption of efforts to 
establish good neighbourly 
relations between Russia and 
Estonia,” it said. 

Russia has pulled its forces 
out of Lithuania and has 
agreed to quit Latvia by the 
end of August. 

But it has no deal with 
Estonia and has linked foe 
removal of its 2,500 troops to 
foe treatment of Russian- 
speakers and foe rights of 
Russian military pensioners 
in the Baltic republic. 

The U.S. move under- 
mined relations between 
Russia and foe United Stares, 
said the Duma statement 
which was passed by 228 
votes to 14. 

Vladimir Lukin, chairman 
of parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee was 
quoted by Russian Information 
Agency (RIA) as saying the 
Senate resolution was “either 
stupid or provocative.” 

Russia and Estonia should 
be left in peace until the end 
of the month to sort out the 
withdrawal, he added. 

Estonian leaders called this 
week for foe international 
community to press Russia to 
keep to the Aug. 31 deadline. 

The head of foe Russian 
Foreign Ministry's Depart- 
ment for International 
Humanitarian and Cultural 
Cooperation, Vyacheslav 
Baknmin, was quoted by 
RIA as saying there was no 
doubt the troops would be 
pulled out: 

“The question of the date 
is not a question of the with- 
drawal of the troops in princi- 
ple.” 

But he said: "fixing a pre- 
cise timetable is a matter for 
the two states,” adding that it 
was hardly advisable for Rus- 
sia to pul! out by Aug. 31 
while bilateral problems were 
unresolved. 

. The U.S, Senate’s vote 
Wednesday was an amend- 
ment to a foreign aid bill 
which provides $839 miHiuu 
in aid for Russia and the 
other former Soviet reppb- 
lies. 


Lagos residents shocked, remain 
calm after Abiola refused bail 


LAGOS (AFP) — Lagos re- 
sidents remained calm Fri- 
day, trying to take in Thurs- 
day's shock refusal of an 
Abuja Federal High Court to 
grant bail to Chief Moshood 
Abiola, the main opposition 
figure, who has been charged 
with treason. 

There was no unusual de- 
ployment of troops on the 
roads of the capital, most of 
which were completely de- 
serted of vehicles because of 
a petrol scarcity brought ab- 
out by an oil workers’ strike. 
There were also no reports of 
demonstrations in the metro- 
polis of six million inhabi- 
tants. 

Lagos, the nation's com- 
mercial capital, was in a state 
of suspense Thursday even- 
ing following a report in an 
evening newspaper which 
said Mr. Abiola. and some 
detained trade unionists, had 
been ordered released by the 
government. 


Mr. Abiola's wife. Doyin, 
denied, in an interview with 
AFP late Thursday in Abuja, 
that her husband had been 
freed. She attended the court 
hearing earlier in the day. 

The oil workers' strike, 
which has almost completely 

f round business activity to a 
alt, entered its 12th day 
Friday and a solution did not 
seem" to be imminent. 

Mr. Abiola, the self- 
proclaimed winner of last 
year’s presidential elections, 
annulled by the military, is 
at the centre of foe crisis, 
which analysts said is thre- 
atening to totally paralyse the 
nation's economy. 

The strikers are demanding 
the immediate release of Mr. 
Abiola. whom they consider 
the “symbol” of the 
sovereign" will of foe people, 
expressed during the elec- 
tion, and his inauguration as 
president. 

Most residents in Lagos, 
interviewed by AFP, express- 


ed shock and indignation at 
the court's refusal to grant 
bail to foe politician, arrested 
at his home last month for 
proclaiming himself presi- 
dent. 

The court , especially cre- 
ated this month to judge him, 
refused bail on foe grounds 
that his application had not 
been properly filed by his 
lawyer, Alao Aka-Bashorun. 

The news of the court's 
decision to refuse bail was the 
lead story on the front page 
of most newspapers here Fri- 
day. 

“The issue is also the main 
topic of discussion on the 
streets and in foe few offices 
that opened Friday, an AFP 
correspondent reports. 

The cost of inter-city and 
inter-state transport has shot 
up by between 500 and 1,000 
per cent in the past 48 hours, 
making movement of persons 
and goods almost impossible, 
sources at garages said. 


N. Irish extremists responsible for attack 


BELFAST (Agencies) — 
Protestant extremists claimed 
responsibility Friday for a 
Northern Ireland shooting in 
which a Roman Catholic 
businessman was critically 
wounded. 

Police are questioning two 
men in connection with the 
attack. 

The overnight shooting has 
intensified fears of a spate of 
rit-for-tat killings by Protes- 
tant militants seeking to keep 
Northern Ireland British and 
their Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) foes fighting a guerril- 
la campaign for a united Ire- 
land. 

The Protestant Ulster 
Freedom Fighters (UFF) 
group said it was responsible 
for the attack on the 48-year- 
old businessman, who was in 
a critical condition after 
being shot in the chest in the 


village of dromore, southwest 
of Belfast. 

In a statement released Fri- 
day. foe UFF also said it was 
behind the killing of a 33- 
year-old Catholic man at a 
golf course last Saturday. 

That attack followed the 
funeral's Thursday of two 
prominent Protestant mili- 
tants killed in guerrilla 
attacks, and the attempted 
murder of two mainstream 
Protestant politicians as Lon- 
don and Dublin await a re- 
sponse from the IRA’s poli- 
tical wing to proposals for 
peace. . 

British Prime Minister 
John Major and his Irish 
counterpart Albert Reynolds 
were due to discuss progress 
towards resolving the" 25- 
year-old political and secta- 
rian conflict when they meet 


in Brussels later Friday. 

Meanwhile, police Thurs- 
day issued an aritst's impress- 
ion of a man they want to 
question, following foe sei- 
zure Tuesday of almost two 
tonnes of explosives hidden 
in a lorry ferried to England 
from Northern Ireland. 

After he was told the lorry 
had not been passed for col- 
lection. the man did not re- 
turn, but his blue boiler suit 
was found nearby. 

It is believed he must have 
noticed the security check 
and realised the explosives 
would be found. 


Police said Tuesday they 
could have caused a blast as 
big as. if not bigger than, the 
Bishopsgate attack in the 
City Of London last year, 
which killed a photographer 
and wounded 44 people. 


Astronomers prepare for biggest crash 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Astro- 
nomers in South Africa will 
have a ringside seat for the 
biggest solar system collision 
of the century when the first 
segments of a comet smash 
into Jupiter Saturday. 

Or it could turn out to be 
the biggest fizzle after 
months of excitement. 

Astronomers from around 
foe world have gathered at 
the Sutherland Observatory 
in the dry winter air of the 
semi-desert Karoo Region. 
275 kilometres northeast of 
Cape Town, to witness the 
.comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 
plunge into Jupiter. 

The first of a string of 
comet fragments is due to hit 
the far side of the huge planet 
at 1954 GMT (universal time, 
or UT, to astronomers) 
Saturday, the last is due on 
July 22: 

Astronomer Dave Laney 
told Reuters the collision 
could be as cataclysmic as 
the one that scientists say 
could have ended the age of 
the dinosaurs on Earth 65 


million years ago. 

But if the comet fragments 
disintegrated before they hit 

Jupiter, it would be no more 
than a meteor shower. 

"All the little chunks will 
bum up in Jupiter’s gaseous 
atmosphere and that will be 
it.” said Mr. Laney. who is 
based at Cape Town’s South 
African Astronomical 
Observatory (SAAO). 

One thing is certain, 
however. World attention 
will focus on the four tele- 
scopes under the 40-metre 
dome of the Sutherland 
Observatory as it transmits 
images of the first -collision. 

Observations will be im- 
peded because foe fragments 
will crash into the s”ide of 
Jupiter facing away from 
Earth. ~ 

"But Jupiter rotates very 
rapidly, and within eigth mi- 
nutes of the impact the site of 
the crash will be visible,” Mr. 
Laney said. 

"We will be looking for 
reflections of the explosions 


on three of Jupiter's 16 
moons. We'll also take elec- 
tronic pictures in visible light 
and infra-red .to look for 
plumes of gases from the 
impact and for new storms or 
other disturbances in the 
clouds. 

“But even if we see no- 
thing. that will actually tell us 
something. We will know 
much more about comets 
than we did before." Mr. 
Laney said. 

Astronomers from New 
York. Hawaii. Japan and 
South Africa will operate the 
telescopies. 

“Of all the world’s obser- 
vatories. only Sutherland is 
well placed 10 view the first 
impact on July Ip," Mr. 
‘Laney said. 

"South African telescopes 
have the same privileged 
position for four of the re- 
maining 20 impacts, including 
the largest fragment on July 
20,” said Hilda Van Rooyen 
of the State Science Coun- 
cil's, Foundation for Re- 
search Development (FRD). 
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Giant step in peace march 

THE MEETING between His Majesty King 
Husseie and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Washington on Jnly 25 would not 
come out of a vacuum. Nor would it mean, as 
some opposition figures might contend, a 
surrender to Israeli designs or an abandon- 
ment of the other Arab parties and Arab 
rights. Joran and the Jordanian leadership 
have always stood for peace that would 
restore full Arab rights. Jordan had partici- 
pated in formulating and readily accepted 
U.N. Security Council resolution 242 when it 
was passed in 1967. The Kingdom also 
accepted in 1973 resolution 238, which called 
for the immediate implementation of 242 
based on negotiations. Both resolutions any- 
way call for a negotiated settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict on the basis of the 
exchange of occupied Arab lands for peace. 

As His Majesty King Hnssein asserted in a 
speeds to army officers broadcast yesterday, 
Jordan will not sign a peace treaty with 
Israel until the Kingdom restores its full 
rights in territory and water and until all the 
items on the agenda for talks with Israel, 
signed In Washington on Sept. 14, are 
addressed and resolved. At a time when the 
Israelis declare their intention to return the 
Golan Heights to Syria and to withdraw from 
South Lebanon and while the Palestinians 
are fhlly engaging the Israelis in the auton- 
omy talks, Jordan cannot sit and wait for its 
destiny to be decided by whatever progress 
(or lack of it) is made on the other tracks. 

The King has always described the peace 
that Jordan would like to see as one that is 
just, comprehensive and lasting. During his 
meeting with the King on June 22, and when 
he announced the July 25 meeting yesterday, 
President . Bill Clinton pledged his administra- 
tion’s t support for a “comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the Middle East.” That kind 
of peace, for which Jordan has campaigned 
since 1967 and even before, cannot certainly 
be achieved without the fkill engagement of 
Jordan, as well as the Palestinians, the 
Syrians, the Lebanese and the Egyptians. 

In his announcement yesterday, President 
Clinton praised the King and the Israeli 
prime minister for the “courageous lead- 
ership and the bold vision which both... have 
displayed as they work together to create a 
new fhture for their people and for all the 
region.” That also is what the King had told 
Parliament and government in his 
July 9, when he said that he 
«r.**3d do any thing for the well -being of 
Jordan aad Jordanians. 

If the process could bring peace and 
prosperity to Jordan and Jor d a n ia ns , with- 
out compromising Arab rights, then we 
should not hesitate to support it. Peace is not 
oaly a dream or a vision. It requires vision, 
strong will and hard work. And that is what 
Jordanian negotiators, whether at the Dead 
Sen hotel, in Wadi Araba or in Washington 
Til® require and do. When His Majesty the 
Kiiig meets the Israeli prime minister in 
Washington July 25 be will be doing his 
utmost to push the peace effort forward. 
There will be no peace treaty to sign. But it is 
going to be a major step towards real and 
just peace, let it enjoy our full blessing and 
support. 
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rekindle the war in Yemen which has militarily ended, with 
the Sanaa forces crushing the southern rebellion, charged 
Tareq Masurweh in Al Ra'i Arabic daily Friday. The writer 
said that there were hints about possibilities for renewed 
dashes and disturbances in a statement given to the French 
newspaper Le Figaro by Egyptian President Hosni . fobar- 
ak who was quoted as saying the crisis in Yemen did not 
end with the Sanaa victory but only started. Also Saudi 
Arabia, which was behind encouraging the southerners to 
rebel, were very active during the conflict trying to 
convince (he U.S* administration to impose a blockade on 
Yemen to force Sanaa forces to retreat, said the writer. 
Saudi Arabia had hoped to see a scenario in Yemen similar 
to that which occurred in Iraq after foreign powers imposed 
t’- • : -i fylJ. :he devastation of 

i.’. - i’.i’C j'-ov.vr. suio lias* writer. But, 

he said. Sanaa was cleverer than the other Arab states 
because it was prompt on taking moves for reconciliation 
with the Socialist Party in the south, a move that would see 
an end to internal struggle and lead to a stronger unity 
between the north and south. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflani 


In pursuit of Jordan’s legitimate rights 
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TjJIS WEEK MARKS a major turn in Jordan's quest for 
an end to the key problem plaguing its every movement 
and free itself from the shackles of a conflict that hampered 
its progress and development over the last four decades. 
For the first time, Jordanian and Israeli delegates will meet 
in the region to discuss the core issues of conflict between 
the two countries and the Israeli foreign minister will set 
foot in the Kingdom, crossing the King Hussein Bridge for 
a few-hours stay to attend a joint meeting with his 
Jordanian and American counterparts. 

We don't know yet the shape of a peace settlement; there 
are many issues and side issues that would crop up when 
Jordan and Israel sit down in the Wadi Araba desert 
frontier to negotiate border demarcation and water rights. 
But one thing is dear: Monday's meeting of peace 
negotiators and Wednesday's trilateral meeting of the 
foreign ministers are two events which will cement the 
reality of the irreversibility of the peace process. 

Quite understanding^. the events that will take place 
this - week~have ruffled feathers among some Jordanians and 
political groupings which assert that the negotiations would 
lead to the surrender of Arab rights. That is their 
perception, and in the age of democracy that we are firing 
Through in Jordan it is indeed their right to express their 
opinions in public. But what is disturbing is the reaction 
that their words may draw from their supporters who may 
not actually realise that some of the loud declarations and 
denunciations of the peace process serve a political purpose 
for those who make them. If anything, some groups oppose 
the peace process for the sake of opposing something and 
adopt that as a raison d'etre. 

But the danger lies in the possibility that some'df-tbe 
supporters of such groups may take those statements on 
their face value and turn towards unilateral actions that do 
not serve national interests. That is where the responsibility 
of those who make those statement rests, and the major 


question here is how far are they aware that their 
comments could lead to repercussions beyond their con- 
trol. Political freedoms are indeed very important, but they 
do not come without responsibility. One can only hope that 
those in positions where they could influence people 
appreciate this responsibility and act accordingly. 

The significance of the site for the negotiations should 
not be lost on anyone. First and foremost, the talks are held 
in undisputed territory to discuss usurped territory and 
water rights. What better setting could such talks have than 
the constant reminder that the vast expanse of the desert 
provides of the importance of the rights Of everyone? 

No doubt, every Jordanian eye will be focused on the 
events unfolding in the southern desert this week. By virtue 
of the fact that economic cooperation hinges on the 
outcome of the negotiations on borders and water rights, 
there cannot be any escape from the' impact -of those talks . 
on our daily fife even for those who appear indifferent to 
the entire process. The quicker we make progress, the 
.better for all of us in terms of getting rid of inhibitions and 
shackles' oiraevelopfflenrancrprogress.- - 

Of course that does not mean that Jordanians are 
anxious to embrace the Israelis and do business with them 
tomorrow. If anything, our eyes are not on the western side 
of the river at all. 

On the contrary, we are looking both east and west of the 
globe for people who have the potential and capital to 
develop our region but who have been holding themselves 
back because of the tension and conflict that we have been 
and still are firing through. 

The first order of business is ■ to set in motion the process 
of resolving the core issues of conflict between Jordan and 
Israel. And that is what is hopefully going to happen in the 
desert this week. 

Jordan has its priorities and national interests just as its 
Arab partners in the.peaee process have. The Kingdom has 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Wadi Araba talks necessary 
for regaining Jordan’s rights 


Reviewed by Elia NasraBah 


IN THE past week the Ara- 
bic daily papers focused 
attention on the coining 
Jordanian-Israeli negotia- 
tions, Middle East issues, 
Yemen and a number of 
domestic affairs. 

In discussing the coming 
Jordanian-Israeli talks over 
Jordan’s land and water 
rights, a columnist in Al 
Ra’i daily said that the 
Kingdom faces a very se- 
rious situation and has no 
alternative but to pursue its 
current policies in the peace 
process and regain its lost 
rights. Tareq Masarweh 
said that Jordan has found 
itself alone with no Arab or 
foreign powers on which it 
can lean for real support 
and has found that no real 
coordination among the 
Arab parties involved in the 
peace process exists. In- 
deed, the Palestinians have 
chosen their own path to 
deal with Israel, while the 
Yemenis are still licking 
their wounds after the war, 
added the writer. He said 
that given a strong united 
internal front, Jordan, 
which has legitimate rights, 
can and will regain its 
usurped rights in the com- 
ing negotiations. 

Akher Khabar weekly 
said in an editorial that Jor- 
dan has no alternative but 
to negotiate with Israel to 
regain its rights at a time 
when the peace process is 
achieving progress on the 
other tracks. The paper said 
that Jordan is in need to 
reassert its identity, get rid 
of its foreign debts, rescue 
its economy and terminate 
the blockade imposed on its 
sole sea port. 

Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily, 
voiced support for His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
efforts to regain Jordan's 
rights but said that the com- 
ing negotiations would only 
succeed if the Israelis open- 
ly admitted that Jordan's 
claims were legitimate. The 
writer said that Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres's 
recent statement that Jor- 
dan is not a substitute 
homeland for the Palesti- 
nians was encouraging, but 
it remains to be seen 
whether the Israelis would 
be willing to agree to Jor- 
dan's demands and return 
the usurped rights. The 
coming talks in Wadi Ara- 
ba, said the writer, consti- 
tute a real challenge for the 
peace process and also for 
Jordanian will to secure 
Jordan's rights. 

A columnist in Al Dus- 
tour described as sinister a 
Vatican proposal to settle 
the question of Jerusalem 
before the completion of 
the autonomy rule in Pales- 
tine. Musa Keilani said that 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an did weU by 
nipping the Vatican's idea 
in the bud and stressing that 
there can be no question 
about the legitimacy of the 
Arab sovereignty over the 
holy city. The writer was 
referring to Vatican's Fore- 
ign Minister Jean-Luis 
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Tauran’s statements which 
the writer described as pav- 
ing the ground for interna- 
tionalising the holy city. He 
said that Archbishop 
'Tauran had presented the 
idea under the pretext that 
during the autonomy rule 
the status of the holy places 
could be endangered and, 
therefore, they require in- 
ternational control. 

George Haddad, another 
columnist for Al Dustour, 
said that the Arabs do not 
resent peace provided it is 
based on justice. Peace 
does not depend on man- 
ifesting good intentions by 
mere words and promises 
but rather by practical steps 
that would lead to a real 
and equitable partnership, 
said the writer. There must 
not be a forced peace be- 
cause that would resemble 
forced marriage which is 
another form of rape, 
added the writer. The wri- 
ter said that continued 
usurpation of Arab land 
and wealth can never be 
conducive to peace. 

Saleh Qallab levelled cri- 
ticism at the Palestine 
National Authority whose 
police force was reported to 
have tortured a detainee to 
death. The columnist, who 
writes for Al Dustour, said 
such a practice represents a 
time bomb that could blow- 
up in tiie face of Palestine 
leader Yasser Arafat at any 
time. Urging Mr. Arafat to 
open immediate investiga- 
tion into the reported inci- 
dent, the writer said that 
should the culprits escape 
punishment the whole 
Palestinian image would be 
distorted and the Palestine 


National Authority would 
lose credibility.. 

Discussing Yemen in the 
aftermath of^the bloody 
war, Taher Al Udwan, a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
that the end of the war does 
not mean an end to its 
underlying causes. The 
Sanaa leadership should 
realise that the Socialist 
Party which it fought 
against is not dead and that 
the party cadres who had 
fought British colonialism 
are worthy of partnership in 
the leadership of the coun- 
try. The writer said that the 
Socialist Party would re- 
main in place and Sanaa 
would do well to seek its 
partnership in governing 
the country if it seeks to 
retain unity. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily 
praised the Yemeni lead- 
ership in Sanaa for prompt- 
ly acting to bring about 
reconciliation among the 
Yemeni people through its 
announcement of a general 
amnesty. That was a very 
wise and positive step on 
the part of Sanaa aimed at 
creating a very opportune 
atmosphere for reconcilia- 
tion and stability . said the 
paper. What is needed now 
is a strong internal unity so 
that the Yemeni . people 
could turn their attention 
towards reconstruction and 
development, added the 
daily. 

Salameh Ekour, a col- 
umnist with Sawt Al Shaab, 
criticised employers in 
Jordanian - businesses for 
giving priority in jobs to 
guest workers, Jordanian 


workers can easily be em- 
ployed at gas stations, sell- 
ing newspapers, driving 
cars and serving in cafes, 
restaurants and hotels, said 
the writer. Instead, we find 
that Indian, Egyptian,- 
Pakistani and other guest 
workers are being em- 
ployed in these occupa- 
tions, depriving the Jorda- 
nian job-seekers of decent 
living, added the writer. 
Unemployment, warned 
the writer, can breed hatred 
and malice and can pave the 
way for security imbalances 
which would eventually be- 
come detrimental to the 
country’s stability and fu- 
ture. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
drew attention to the need 
for greater measure of 
attention to be turned to- 
wards the remote regions of 
Jordan. The government 
has been showing its real 
interest in developing the 
badia and the other remote 
regions, and perhaps the 
decentralised policy the 
government has started to 
implement would help 
achieve the aspired goals, 
said the writer. But he said 
the remote regions abound 
with unemployed citizens 
awaiting investment pro- 
jects by die private sector 
which, said the writer, can 
reap great benefits from in- 
vestments in the underde- 
veloped regions. He said 
that investments in indust- 
rial and agricultural fields 
are certain to yield good 
results for the country as a 
whole and for the local resi- 
dents and the private firms 
as well. 
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disappointing. There is no sense in Jordan holding, itselt 
back, awaiting others to move forward, and losing in the 
bargain in the end. . ‘ ‘ 

After holding themselves back for long with mgh hopes 
that Arab coordination and united action would materialise 
to a minimum level that would boost the Arab hand in the 
negotiations, our leaders have stepped forward with 
courage to enter serious talks with Israel . 

The situation will be very clear if one recalls the words of 
His Majesty King Hussein: “Is there a rale that Jordan 
should remain behind everyone else?” or wait eternally for 
that matter until all others settle their problems along their 
fines of priority and interests? 

- We will not be negotiating on anyone's behalf nor 
compromising anyone's negotiations with Israel. It is 
purely Jordanian national interests and rights that are going 
to be discussed with Israel, hopefully paving the way for 
-launching— substantive, moves on econo mic cooperation 
after we are satisfied that our territorial and water rights 
are respected and protected, j 

Jordan can only be Jordanian; it cannot be Palestinian, 
Syrian, Lebanese or anything else.. The leadership of the 
country has an obligation to their people in terms of ending 
tension and conflict and setting the ground for a better 
standard of living. And this is what our leadership is doing. 

Jordan is not going to this week's negotiations under the 
threat of a shotgun; nor are there any preconditions 
attached. It is a pragmatic and logical choice of the 
Kingdom, which is seeking honourable peace based on 
national rights and international legitimacy. If Jordan's 
exercising of its options does not suit the interests of others, 
the least we can say is tough luck. 


LETTERS 

Toward a better life » 


To the Editor: x 

Failure to establish population stabilisation as the highest 
priority of development would be committing the ultimate 
global blunder, one from which there is no recovery. In this 
coming generation, three billion young people, equal to the 
entire population of the world as recently as 1960, will 
enter their reproductive years. 

It is often difficult to comprehend the magnitude of the 
global population problem. That is because we five in a 
demographically divided world. Ninety five per cent of the 
100 newcomers were bora in the developing countries. 

In the coming six years, forests will be cut equal to 15 
times the size of Jordan. The national academies of science 
of some countries believe that as a result of deforestation, 
we are losing 10,000 species annually, many before we are 
able to analyse. 

- Five per cent of all remaining tropical-rain forest located 
in Brazil, Zaire and Indonesia, Jhe most populous countries 
who have not adopted an effective conservation policy. 
Governments sell their precious natural resources for 
foreign exchange, sometimes borrow beyond normal col- 
lateral demands. 

When we destroy the forests and lose the topsoil, 
desertification is inevitable. Within six years from now, 
new deserts will occupy this earth at one and half times the 
size of the continental United States. This expansion will 
occur in Africa, the world's fastest growing continent. The 
population of Africa today is 700 million people, it is 
expected to double in 24 years. 

In the developing countries people move to the cities 
seeking better life. What happens: They create chaos, 
traffic snarls, housing shortages, health problems, unem- 
ployment and urban violence. Those frustrated people 
struggle to survive at any cost. Half of the world's 
population will be living in cities by the year 2000. 

It is estimated that there are 500 million women in the 
world who either want no more pregnancies, or did not 
want their last pregnancy. But they lack the information, 
education and the means to do something -about it. 
Empowering these women to decide when to get pregnant 
and how often, as well as providing them with the means to 
control their fertility, will ensure that the world population 
stabilises at eight billion rather than .11 bDlion or more. 


Otnaya R. Abdel-Hadi, 
3701 Georgemason Dr.’ 
_ FaUscburch, Va. 22041, 

u.§; 


No smoking please! 

To the Editor: 


At a time when U.S. tobacco companies are under attack in 
their own country, and their management is facing possible 
perjury charges in the U.S. Congress, it must be gratifying 
that a tender to supply tobacco to Jordan is imminent 
(Jordan Times article “Government to purchase U.S. 
staples, tobacco,” Tuesday, July 12). 

The prominence of this tender is evident due to its 
approval at a regular cabinet session and by the fact that a 
delegation led by the minister of supply himself will be 
travelling to the United States to negotiate this, along with 
the purchase of wheat, rice and milk. 

It seems ironic that while industrialised countries are 
becoming more and more aware of the harmful effects of 
tobacco, Jordan spends time at cabinet meetings ensuring 
the supply of a drug which has proven jtself to be one of the 
major causes of cancer and heart disease in the world. 
Cigarette smoking is a major problem in Jordan and an. 
awareness campaign to highlight its dangers -was 'run on 
Jordan Television this year. What is the mixed message 
been sent here? One shouldn't smoke, yet the government 
will ensure that cigarettes are available to all the citizens. 

All of this while basic medications, such as neomercazol, 
for thyroid treatment are unavailable in Jordan and have to 
be purchased outside the coumry. Perhaps it is time to do 
some deep searching and get our priorities straight. Do we 
need tenders for tobacco or for basic food stuff and medical 
supplies? Or will this tender ensure the completion and frill 
capacity of the new cancer hospital currently under 
construction in Amman? Let’s see, I wonder if the full 
cabinet will have to meet about this one? 

Karen _Asfoar, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
maders on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication, however, should contain the writer's hill name 
end preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only 
upon request and under special Circumstances.. Letters are 
subject to editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the 
return of unused manuscripts. 
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Saleh wins military 
victory, but has he 
won war? 


Saleh moves to appease Gulf neighbours 
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By Youssef Azmeh 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh 
has won a military victory 
against southerners who 
tried to revive their inde- 
pendent state, but some di- 
plomats and officials in the 
region question if he has 
really won the war. 

Troops loyal to Mr. 
Saleh, whose superior 
strength and equipment 
gave them the upper hand 
from day one of the two- 
month war, have over the 
past week swept into the 
southern bastion of Aden 
and taken all major high- 
ways and military and 
population centres. 

Sourhem leaders led by 
Mr. Saleh's former Vice- 
President Ali Salem A1 
Beidh, who set up a break- 
away southern state on May 
21, were forced to flee into 
exile. 

Sanaa has declared that 
Mr. Beidh and his suppor- 
ters who tried to secede 
from a four-year merger 
with the numerically super- 
ior North have been sound- 
ly defeated and that unity 
for the 13 million people of 
Yemen is now assured. 

But some diplomats and 
officials say Mr. Saleh’s vic- 
tory may be short-lived. 

“Despite 1 9th century 
precedents, military action 
was probably not the best 
way to unite a people in the 
1990s,” one Western diplo- 
mat said. 

“It is difficult to see how 
Saleh could keep the coun- 
try united if southerners 
switched to a guerrilla war 
that could be sustained 
from bases across Yemen’s 
border,” he added. 

Mr. Saleh's southern 
opponents inside and out- 
side the country may be 
licking their wounds for the 
moment and the people of 
Aden may be delighted that 
its siege has been lifted, the 
diplomats said. But they 


said southern grievances 
were likely to lead to fresh 
resistance sooner or later. 

The diplomats and offi- 
cials said Mr. Saleh has yet 
to win over a southern 
population that has suffered 
what many considered an 
invasion and occupation by 
his superior forces. 

Southern leaders in exile- 
say that although they have 
lost the conventional war, 
their fighters will continue a 
guerrilla campaign against 
Mr. Saleh’s forces until 
southern independence, 
which they signed away in 
1990, is restored. 

Mr. Saleh also has to 
rebuild an impoverished 
economy battered further 
by the war and unlikely to 
get much help from a large- 
ly critical western world. 

A ad, crucially, he faces 
hostility from neighbours 
who determined to prevent 
him from creating another 
Iraq in the opposite comer 
of the Arabian peninsula. 

Sanaa maintains that Mr. 
Beidh and his supporters 
represented a small faction 
in the Yemen Socialist Par- 
ty (YSP), which won all 
southern seats in Yemen's 
first democratic elections 
last y ear. 

Government sources in 
Sanaa said recently that Mr. 
Saleh was trying to form a 
new coalition government 
including YSP members 
and other southerners. 

Despite persistent claims 
by Sanaa that it was only 
reacting to provocation by 
rebels and traitors, even 
southerners who had no 
sympathy for the formerly 
Marxist YSP were shocked 
by Mr. Saleh's determina- 
tion to bring the south to 
heel, whatever the cost. 

Northern sources have 
put the total number of 
casualties in the fighting 
that started on May 4 at 
about 7,000. No separate 
breakdown was available 
on how many were killed or 
wounded. 


By Youssef Azmeh 

Renter 

DUBAI — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
virtually isolated in a cor- 
ner of the Arabian Penin- 
sula, has moved quickly to 
repair ties with powerful 
Sandi-led Gulf Arabs who 
opposed his use of force to 
crash southern dissent. 

Diplomats in the region 
said Mr. Saleh was 
apparently trying to pre- 
empt any action by ins 
neighbours that may en- 
courage southern leaders 
who fled abroad to foment 
trouble in southern areas 
he has recaptured after two 
months of civil war. 

He was also se eking to 
reassure Saudi Arabia and 
others in the Gulf that 
Sanaa would be a good 
neighbour and that they 
should not see his ties with 
Iraq, Iran and Sudan as 
directed against rtu-m, the 
diplomats said. 

Mr. Saleh summoned the 
Saudi ambassador to Sanaa 
on Sunday to pass on a 
message to Saudi Arabia’s 
Kmg Fahd expressing his 
government’s “eagerness 
to turn over a new leaf in 
Yemeni-Saudi relations,” 
Sanaa radio reported. 

Mr. Saleh, who took con- 
trol in the southern bastion 
of Aden last week after 
driving out secessionist 
opponents, has set repair- 
ing relations with Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf 
Arabs as one of his top 
priorities. 

His prime minister, 
Mohammad Said A1 Attar, 
sent a letter to the U.N. 
only hours after Mr. 
Saleh’s military victory on 
July 7, pledging, among 
other things, to promote 
relations with neighbours 
in tiie Arabian Peninsula 
and the Gulf. 

Mb. Saleh called United 
Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan A1 
Nahayan by telephone the 
day after the fall of Aden, 
apparently trying to 
appease the erne Gulf lead- 


King to meet Rabin on July 25 
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(Continued from page 1) 

ped in and hosted the land- 
mark White House ceremony 
at which Mr. Rabin and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat shook hands, effec- 
tively sending the Palesti- 
raans down the road to self- 
rale. 

Mr. Christopher described 
the pending summit as “an 
event that transfojpns the 
landscape.” 

“The Middle East is realty 
entering a new era,” Mr. 
Christopher said, “and the 
opportunity to have that hap- 
pen is one we wanted to grasp 
as soon as possible." 

Mr. Christopher said the 
meeting, however, will not 
result in the signing of a 
peace treaty.” He said it 
would “confirm and give con- 
crete form to the interest of 
the leaders in moving toward 
a final rapprochement.” 

“It’s essential that they 
move forward in these discus- 
sions and I am prepared to 
engage intensively with 
them,” Mr. Christopher told 
reporters at the White 
House. 

He said that his talks in the 
region would include the 
Jordanian. Palestinian and 
Syrian tracks. 

The secretary of state also 
said that when he met with 
Arafat that he would point 
out. “steps he must take to 
assure accountability” to 
countries that have pledged 
financial assistance to the 
Palestinians. 

“I plan to meet with Chair- 
man Arafat and to review 
with him the steps that we 
and the international com- 
munity are taking to ensure 
that the Palestinians have the 
support they need,” Mr. 
Ginstopher said. 

Mr. Arafat has been urging 
donors to disburse pledged 
funds to help him get about 
the work of administering in 
the Palestinian self-rule terri- 
tories. 

Meanwhile, Jordanian and , 
Israeli officials ended tech- 
nical talks at a Dead Sea 
hotel on Friday to prepare for 
a groundbreaking meeting 
next week of Mr. Christopher 
and his Israeli and Jordanian 
counterparts. 

“The two delegations en- 
ded their talks and left the 
hotel together,” a hotel offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

The Israeli team crossed 
into the Kingdom from the 
West Bank via' the Jordan 
River bridge on Friday mark- 
ing the fuit time any Israeli 
officials publicly- set foot on 
Jordanian soil since 1948. 

■ They were whisked to Jor- 


dan’s heavily-guarded Dead 
Sea Spa hotel set to enter 
history when it hosts the July 
20 meeting between Mr. 
Christopher, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
AI Majali, who is also foreign 
minister. 

Mr. Peres will become the 
first top Israeli official to visit 
Jordan when he flies to the 
hotel m a helicopter next 
week. 

The three men will sit on a 
U-shaped table and the open- 
ing ceremony and respective 
speeches will be beamed live 
by Jordan, Israel and other 
television networks. 

“It was a business-like 
meeting to discuss prepara- 
tions and technical details for 
the July 20 talks,” a Jorda- 
nian official told Reuters. 

He gave no further details, 
and journalists were banned 
from approaching the hotel, 
an hour’s drive from Am- 
man. 

An Israeli foreign ministry 
spokeswoman said the adv- 
ance team to the hotel talks 
was led by the ministry’s de- 
puty director-general, Eitan 
Benstur. 

They met Marwan 
Muasher, spokesman for Jor- 
dan's peace team, and the 
Foreign Ministry's Omar Al 
Rifa’i. 

Talks on border demarca- 
tion, water and other issues 
open on July 18 at a desert 
outpost on the Jordanian- 
Israeli ceasefire line some 13 
kilometres north Aqaba and 
Eilat, both on the Red Sea. 

Jordanian and Israeli offi- 
cials said the negotiating 
table at the July 18 talks 
would be right on the cease- 
fire line with negotiators sit- 
ting on their respective sides 
of the divide. 

The talks to be attended in 
Jordan by Mr. Peres two days 
later will centre on economic 
cooperation. 

Dr. Muasher said on 
Thursday the sides would 
iron out minor differences 
over the July 18 talks on 
Sunday, a day before they 
open. They had a prepara- 
tory meeting in the southern 
desert site on Wednesday. 

King Hussein told the Par- 
liament last Saturday that he 
would not hesitate to meet 
with Mr. Rabin if “it is a 
service for my country, which 
is facing threats from all 
directions.” 

In occupied Jerusalem: 
Mr. Rabin’s office released a 
message sent by Mr. Clinton 
to the Jordanian and the 
Israeli leaders. 

Just before making the 
announcement, Mr. Ginton 


I Africa 


Saudi Arabia 


Oman 


1 1 Red ! ' ' 

li Seajph.il 

j '■II'' 

- IKamaran JL 

- . Iftuulh 

>Uo Mill ; ' 1 


Ethiopia 


called Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad to inform him ab- 
out the IsraeUordan prog- 
ress. 

A Hebrew version of the 
Clinton talks translated by 
the AP said: 

‘Tin happy to announce 
today that the Jordan’s King 
Hussein and the prime minis- 
ter of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin, 
have accepted my invitation 
to meet in the White House 
on July 25. 

“This historic meeting is 
another big step forward in 
reaching a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. 

‘The meeting is the result 
of dramatic progress reached 
in trilateral U .S. -Jordan! an- 
Israeli talks here in Washing- 
ton last month and of addi- 
tional bilateral and trilateral 
meetings that will be held 
between the sides in the re- 
gion next week with the parti- 
cipation of the United States. 

“It reflects the courageous 
leadership and the brave vi- 
sion that both King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Rabin 
have demonstrated and are 
demonstrating in their joint 
effort to build a new future 
for their peoples and for the 
whole region. 

“In the name of the Amer- 
ican people, I salute tins com- 
mitment to peace. 

“I pledge to dedicate my 
efforts to the objective of a 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East. In this spirit. 
Secretary of State Christ- 
opher win travel to the region 
next week. 

“He will continue with our 
efforts to make progress in 
the Israeli-American talks 
and will meet with Chairman 
Arafat in order to review the 
progress in implementing the 

declaration of principles of 
Palestinian self-rule. 

The Middle East has en- 
tered a new era. We will do 
everything in our power so 
that all propies of the region 
will enjoy the blessings of 
peace that they were dep- 
rived of for such a long' 
time.” 

Sanaa sets 
new measures 

(Confirmed from page 1) 
months. 

The YSP had 61 deputies 
ont of 301 in the pre-war 
parliament. 

The assembly’s work was 
paralysed by the long- 
running dispute between 
northerners and southern 
supporters of Mr. Beidh 
which followed the 1990 mer- 

f sr of the former Marxist 
outh and conservative 
North Yemen. 


er who has openly chided 
him for using force against 
southern Yemenis. 

Gulf diplomats said that 
these unusual overtures by 
a man trying busily to re- 
build a country shattered 
by two months of civil war 
signalled Sanaa’s deep wor- 
ry about the consequences 
of con tinu ed hostility by 
angry and rich neighbours. 

The moves came despite 
reports, rarely confirmed 
by named offi cials, that 
southern secessionists re- 
ceived significant military 
and financial aid from Gulf 
neighbours. 

Tbc diplomats said Mr. 
Saleh, now that he has won 
his war, was aware that the 
onus was on him to bring 

Address 
to Congress 
significant 

(Couthmed from page 1) 

ment on how tins meeting 
could translate into practical 
gains for the Kingdom except 
that it “to tiie Jordanian side 
it crowns a process of im- 
proved relations with the 
U.S. Congress.” 

“It would be instrumental 
in breaking the mould that 
has characterised our rela- 
tions with Congress,” one of 
the sources said. 

In short-term economic 
gains, the sources expected 
that the Washington meet- 
ings will have economic rami- 
fications on at least three 
main elements of U.S.- 
Jordan bilateral relations: 
Debt relief, military aid and 
increased foreign aid. 

OtheT sources familiar with 
the King’s latest trips to the 
U.S. have emphasised that a 
lot of ground had already 
been broken with the U.S. 
Congress during His Majes- 
ty’s meeting with representa- 
tives of the two chambers 
separately last June and that 
“many of their members now 
identify themselves as friends 
of Jordan.” 

President Bill Clinton, who 
announced the July 25 meet- 
ing, had indicated that some 
economic gains would be 
attached to the King Hussein- 
Yitzbak Rabin meeting when 
he said that the Washington 
meeting “will build on the 
dramatic progress made in 
the trilateral U.S.-Israei- 
Jordan meetings here in 
Washington last month.” 

He also said that Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
will “follow up on the discus- 
sion that (Rabin) and King 
Hussein have bad on this 
initiative, and he will proceed 
and participate.” 

His Majesty, when 
announcing the readiness for 
a meeting with Mr. Rabin last 
week, had indicated that 
“ties with the United States 
have returned to their normal 
level or are on the way to 
that, and the U.S. adminis- 
tration has the will to provide 
military and material support 
to the Kingdpm.” 

But the King pointed out 
that many members of the 
U.S. Congress are still 
affected by the impact of the 
Gulf war on Jordan-U.S. re- 
lations. He said the U.S. 
administration was willing to 
approach the Congress with 
plans to write off foreign debt 
and lift restriction on supply 
the Kingdom with military 
needs. 
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around Gulf states that 
have yet to forgive him for 
showing sympathy with 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

His Gulf war stance led 
to a cut in vital Gulf aid to 
impoverished Yemen and 
the expulsion of hundreds 
of thousands of expatriate 
Yemeni workers from the 
ofl states of the region. 

Gulf states fear that a 
strong, united Yemen of 13 
nriDion people in a thinly 
populated peninsula might 
covet their riches, they 
said. 

Gulf states are also deep- 
ly suspicious of Sanaa’s re- 
lations with the anti-West- 
ern regional powers and of 
Mr. Saleh’s domestic 


alliance with Muslim fun- 
damentalist forces antago- 
nistic to Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf Arabs, they 
added. 

Despite Mr. Saleh”s 
approaches, Saudi Arabia 
had so far kept its distance 
and seems to be main tam- 
ing its hostility towards 
Sanaa. It has given refuge 
to Mr. Saleh’s exiled oppo- 
nents and lobbied hard at 
the U.N. and the Group of 
Seven (G-7) meeting of the 
world's ridiest nations to 
maintain Sanaa's isolation. 

Prince Bandar Bin Sul- 
tan, Saudi Arabia’s influen- 
tial Washington ambassa- 
dor and a nephew of King 
Fafcd, flew unexpectedly to 
Naples on July 8 on the eve 


of the G-7 summit. 

Western officials said he 
pleaded for help to prevent 
the Yemen war from sow- 
ing instability elsewhere in 
the region — in effect call- 
ing for Mr. Saleh's isola- 
tion. 

His dramatic move came 
after the foil of Aden and 
most of the South to Mr. 
Saleh’s superior forces. It 
came after a Saudi cabinet 
statement on July 6 calling 
for a Yemen ceasefire on 
the day Aden fell. 

The Group of Seven, 
whose members see Saudi 
Arabia as the principal ally 
in the region, rewarded it 
with a brief mention of 
Yemen in the final com- 
munique on Sunday. 


It urged Sanaa to resolve 
political differences 
through dialogue and 
peaceful means and “en- 
sure that the humanitarian 
situation, particularly in' 
and around Aden, is 
addressed,” — words that 
reflected the official Saudi 
position. 

But the statement only 
implicitly indicted Mr. 
Saleh’s use of force, with- 
out naming him as the guil- 
ty party. 

The diplomats said the 
West, led by the United 
States, had consistently re- 
fused to take sides openly 
in the Yemen conflict and 
maintained support for Ye- 
men's integrity. 
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Export growth to 
U.S. helps boost 
Japan surplus 


TOKYO (R) — Robust ex- 
ports to the United States 
and Asia helped boost 
Japan's customs-cleared 
trade surplus by nearly 15 per 
cent in June, higher than 
most economists had fore- 
cast. 

Economists said Friday the 
export growth and the yen’s 
continued climb cast doubts 
over when the politically- 
sensitive surplus would begin 
to decline. Expens say the 
doubts could spark further 
yen appreciation. 

“This could rebound on 
the yen. which would in turn 
worsen the J-curve effect (of 
yen appreciation) and spark a 
vicious circle," said Nikko 
Research Centre economist 
Tctsuro Sawano. 

The finance ministry said 
Friday that Japan's overall 
surplus rose to SI 1.35 billion 
in June from S9.88 billion a 
year earlier. Japan's surplus 
with the U.S. alone widened 
to an unadjusted S4.73 billion 
from S3. 30 billion a year ago. 

In the first six months of 
1994. Japan's total surplus 
widened to S60.01 billion 
from a S57. 12 billion surplus 
a year earlier, while the sur- 
plus with the United States 
also rose to S24.56 billion 
from $21.56 billion in the first 
half of 1994. 

A strong U.S. economic 
recovery and dynamic growth 
in Asia helped exports grow 
an overall 10.4 per cent in 
June to S13.67 billion. Export 
volume also rose 6.3 per cent 
after dedining from February 


through May, economists 
noted. 

Exports to the United 
States alone jumped 20.3 per 
cent in dollar terms and 9.8 
per cent in volume. 

A strong yen inflates the 
dollar value of exports even 
as it in theory makes 
Japanese goods more costly 
and thus less competitive 
abroad — the so-called “J- 
curve" effect. 

Economists had earlier 
predicted that the strong yen 
and robust imports would re- 
duce Japan’s trade surplus 
later this year, but Tatushi 
Shikano at Yamaichi Re- 
search Institute said the latest 
data and the dollar's recent 
drop to below 100 yen had 
put that in peril. 

“Imports are still increas- 
ing, so the surplus should not 
increase, but it remains at a 
high level and will not easily 
shrink. The outlook is a bit 
unclear." Mr. Shikano said. 

June imports rose 8.3 per 
cent in dollar terms and 13.8 
per cent in volume. 

Others said the continued 
strength of imports and ex- 
ports reduced competitive- 
ness. could still cut the sur- 
plus eventually. 

“Asian economies are 
strong, America may slow 
down a bit relative to last 
year but Europe will recover, 
so exports will show growth. 
But import growth should be 
stronger so the surplus should 
shrink in the latter part of this 
fiscal year, ending March 31. 
said a Tokai Bank economist. 


OECD: Britain set for sturdy 
growth, low inflation 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
economy is set to grow re- 
latively quickly in the next 
two years aad price pressures 
will remain subdued, an eco- 
nomic survey by the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OCED) published Friday 
said. 

The report, coming a year 
and a half after the last major 
OECD survey of Britain, 
paints a relatively upbeat pic- 
ture of economic prospects 
with no major black spots. 

“Output is now rising 
steadily, unemployment is 
falling and underlying infla- 
tion has declined." the report 
said. 

Britain's ruling Conserva- 
tive Party is anxious for eco- 
nomic recovery to improve its 
dismal poll ratings, and the 


report may help restore its 
battered reputation for eco- 
nomic competence. 

The OECD said a mix of 
rising employment, low infla- 
tion and a mild recovery in 
asset prices will produce out- 
put growth of between 2.75 
per cent and 3-25 per cent in 
the next two years. 

The latest treasury fore- 
casts published in June fore- 
cast 2.75 per cent growth in 
gross domestic product in 
1994 and into 1995, above 
average growth of 2.25 per 
cent in the past 40 years. 

The OECD gives Britain's 
economy a fairly clean bill of 
health across the board, but 
warns the government to 
raise interest rates quickly if 
inflation pressures reemerge. 

“The acid test will only 
come as the economy 


approaches trend output, 
when pre-emptive action will 
be required to sustain low 
inflation.” the report said. 

Speculation has swirled in 
British financial markets for 
months that the Bank of Eng- 
land, empowered by recent 
reform in policy making, may 
push for an early rise in 5.25 
per cent base lending rates to 
kill early inflation signs. 

The OECD praised supply- 
side reforms adopted in Bri- 
tain in the past 15 years, 
which have helped cut unem- 
ployment. 

“The United Kingdom 
now has one of the least 
regulated labour markets of 
the OECD,” it said, and pre- 
dicted further falls in unem- 
ployment, at 2.6 million or 
9.4* per cent in June. 


Most China labour disputes 
occur in foreign ventures 


BEIJING (R) — China’s 
labour minister has said most 
labour disputes have occur- 
red in firms with foreign in- 
vestment or in private com- 
panies and added foreign 
firms must set up trade un- 
ions by the end of the year. 

Li Boyong was briefing re- 
porters on the country's new 
labour law which was pub- 
lished two days ago and goes 
into effect Jan. 1. 

It outlaws work by children 
under 16, sets an eight-hour 
workday and promises 
women equal rights with men 
and a minimum wage, to be 
set by localities. 

Mr. Li said the new law 
had taken . 16. years and 30 
revisions to complete and will 
be followed later this year by 
soda! insurance and safety 
production laws, all of which 


Indonesia to stop menial 
workers’ export 


JAKARTA (AFP) — In- 
donesia mil stop sending me- 
nial workers abroad over the 
□ext five years in an effort to 
protect the reputation of the 
country's workers and prom- 
ote foreign exchange, the 
official Antara news agency 
said Tuesday. 

Manpower Minister Abdul 
Latief said the composition of 
Indonesian manpower ex- 
ports would be gradually 
changed from the current 80 
per cent unskilled and 20 per 
curt skilled to become entire- 
ly sk illed profe ssionals. 

He added that bis ministry 
has already issued regulations 
to encourage the sending of 


formal-sector workers and re- 
duce informal ones by limit- 
ing the number of permits 
and punishing agencies that 
illegally dispatch them. 

Indonesia sent 631,000 
workers abroad daring the 
five-year development 
Ian who earned a total of 
around SI .2 billion in foreign 
exchange. 

During the current five- 
year development plan, the 
country projects sending 1.5 
million workers, who are ex- 
pected to bring in a total 
income at S3 billion. 

There are currently about 
1.5 million Indonesians work- 
ing abroad. 


Romanian oil and gas 
reserves to last 20 years 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
Romania will have enough oil 
~and gas reserves to last it for 
the next 20 years or so pro- 
vided the average extraction 
levels of the past five years 
are maintained, an official 
has said. 

Crude oil production in 
Romania averaged seven mil- 
lion tonnes over the past five 
years, with gas extraction 
amounting to 24 billion cubic 
metres on average in the 
same period, Cristian Isto- 
dorescu, head of the industry 
ministry’s gas and oil depart- 
ment, told Reuters. 

He said oil output in 1989, 
when communist rule col- 


lapsed in Romania, stood at 
over nine million tonnes and 
gas extraction was around 28 
billion cubic metres. 

Romania's oil output, 
which peaked at 14 million 
tonnes in the 1970s, has been 
declining in the last 20 years, 
as the Balkan country has 
seen its tapped reserves de- 
pleted. 

This year. Romania plans 
to keep its crude production 
close to the 1993 level of 6.68 
million tonnes 

“Romania plans to import 
more oil this year to be able 
to use its refineries at capac- 
ity and to export oil pro- 
ducts." Mr. Istodorescu said. 


International observations: Letting dollar find its own level 


The following report, covering the period from Thursday July 
7, 94 to Wednesday July 13. 94. was provided by Naser 
Nabulsi. private client group at Merrill Lynch-Dubai. 


Despite the recent strength of 
the Deu (schema rk, futures 
markets continue to price in 
tighter German monetary 
policy next year. Future’s, 
markets project German 
short-term interest rates to be 
steady through the end of this 
year, but to rise roughly 50 
basis points by mid-1995 and 
end up at nearly 6 per cent by 
the end of next year. 

In our opinion, the mar- 
kets are overly pessimistic on 
prospects for German in- 
terest rates in particular, and 
European interest rates in 
general. Prospects for Ger- 
man inflation to fall to 
around 2 per cent next year 
remain excellent: Subdued 
wage growth and a pickup in 
productivity growth are con- 
irihuting to a sharp decline in 
unit labour costs (sec in- 
side). 

If anything, we believe the 
recent rise in long-term in- 
terest rates and dollar weak- 
ness will dampen Germany’s 
fledgling recovery and press- 
ure firms to keep a tight lid 


on costs. 

As Darren Williams of our 
London research group 
points out, previous troughs 
in German rates have been at 
the 3 per cent level or lower. 
Recent cuts in the repurchase 
rate by the Bundesbank also 
give no indication that 
monetary easing is over. We 
continue to look for a 50 basis 
point cut in German official 
interest rates later this year, 
most likely in October. 
Further dollar weakness 
could prompt earlier action. 

- Interest rate trends: The 
Bundesbank is not finished 
casing monetary policy 

- Currency trends: Dollar 
forecast revised down a notch 
against the Deutschemark. 

International observations: 
Letting the dollar find its own 
level 

The plan is: There is no 
plan. That appears to be the 
conclusion of market partici- 
pants regarding Group of 
Seven exchange rate policy 
following rh* economic sum- 
mit in Naples. After the G-7 


finance ministers failed to in- 
clude a statement on behalf 
of the dollar in their official 
communique, the dollar fell 
sharplv to new lows below 
JPY/USD 97 and DM/USD 
1.52. 

A slight rebound in the 
dollar now appears under- 
way. and .market participants 
remain wary of a “bear trap" 
by central banks to punish 
speculators who aggressively 
sell the dollar. That could 
conceivably include massive 
central bank intervention and 
coordinated rate moves — 
higher rates in the U.S. and 
lower rates in Europe and 
Japan. 

There have been uncon- 
firmed media reports in both 
Japan and Germany that 
massive, coordinated in- 
tervention will be forthcom- 
ing if the dollar slips below 
levels tike JPY/USD 96 or 
DM/USD 1.50. 

But intervention alone is 
likely to be ineffective in 
supporting the dollar. 

Even though U.S. officials 
have voiced support for the 
dollar, they continue to 
emphasise the importance of 
economic growth and interest 


rate cuts overseas. The basic 
policy appears to us to be to 
let the dollar find its own 
level. 

The Bank of Japan has 
been willing to intervene 
aggressively and indepen- 
dently to support the dollar 
against the yen, but the Bun- 
desbank has not. According- 
ly, the dollar has fallen more 
sharply against the Deutsche- 
mark than against the yen in 
recent days. Market partici- 
pants may also be concerned 
that the yen is already drama- 
tically overvalued * against 
some benchmarks such as 
purchasing power parity 
(PPP). For example, our 
work shows that the yen is 
currently about 42 per cent 
overvalued against an esti- 
mated PPP rate of JPY/USD 
169 while the DM is “only" 
19 per cent overvalued 
against an estimated PPP rate 
of DM/USD 1.90. 

Of course, purchasing 
power parity estimates by 
themselves have proven to be 
very poor guides to currency 
movements. Can Japan's cur- 
rency really be deeply over- 
valued when the nation is still 
able to ran a current account 


surplus of nearly $130 bil- 
lion? Should Europe's cur- 
rencies remain overvalued 
against the dollar when 
Europe overall is in rough 
balance on its current 
account? 

Merill’s manager of inter- 
national fixed income re- 
search. Mike Rosenberg, has 
created currency valuation 
models that take into account 
not only relative price trends 
(i.e. PPP factors), but also 
relative interest rate and cur- 
rent account trends as well. 
Based on our current fore- 
casts for inflation, interest 
rate, and current account 
trends, those models point to 
“fair value” of JPY/USD 92 
by early 96 and DM/USD 
1.75. So it is actually the 
Deutschemark. not the yen 
that looks overvalued from a 
fundamental perspective at 
this point. 

That if the foreign private 
investors are not willing to 
finance U.S. current account 
deficits and the U.S. is un- 
willing to raise interest rates 
aggressively, then something 
has to give. Basically, the 
dollar may have to continue 


to “overshoot" to levels that 
are cheap enough to convince 
foreign investors that they 
will eventually experience 
sizeable capital gains when it 
recovers. 

We continue to maintain 
our 12-month forecast of 
JPY/USD 95, but believe the 
risk has risen that we will 
eventually test the JPY/USD ' 
90 level. We have also notch- 
ed down our 6-and 12-month 
forecasts for the DM/USD 
rate from 1.55 to 1.50 on the 
view that more overshooting 
is likely. 

Hie caveat is this: Unlike 
the situation with the yen, 
there is less reason from a 
trade perspective for the dol- 
lar to stay deeply under- 
valued against European cur- 
rencies for an extended 
period. 

- A sharp decline in unit 
labour costs points to lower 
inflation in Germany. 

- Lower inflation should 
prompt the Bundesbank to 
ease further. 

- Unemployment remains 
high in continental Europe 
and is still rising in Germany. 

- Wage growth and infla- 
tion should remain moderate. 
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he said will help preserve so- 
cial stability. 

Asked about strikes and 
labour disputes, Mr. Li said 
the number of strikes was 
small, but because his was 
not the department con- 
cerned. he did not have fi- 
gures. 

“Since 1986, there have 
been more than 60,000 
labour this year. Most of 
them have been solved 
through conciliation and 
arbitration," he said. 

“Most of of them occurred 
in foreign-invest ed and pri- 
vate firms, with 25 per cent 
involving violations of labour 
contracts and the rest wages, 
-working rime, working condi- 
tions and safety," Mr. Li 
said. He gave no more de- 
tails. 

The annual report of Mr. 
Li’s ministry for 1993 said a 
record 12,358 labour disputes 
were taken to arbitration, up 


from 8.150 in 1992. with 
19,798 people killed in work- 
related incidents, up 18.5 per 
cent over 1992. 

It said the disputes in- 
volved 54,794 workers, an 
increase of 99.8 per cent over 
1992, 

One Western diplomat said 
the increase in disputes re- 
flects the erosion of China’s 
cradle-to- grave welfare sys- 
tem as workers are . em- 
ployed on a contract basis, 
without the housing, insur- 
ance and health benefits of 
most state firms. 

Mr. Li said trade unions 
must be set up in all foreign- 
invested firms by the end of 
the year. 

The China Daily said Fri- 
day that only 8,200 of such 
firms, or 12 per cent of the 
total, have trade unions with 
a membership of 1.32 mil- 
lion. 


Spain announces new 
plan to. meet EU targets 


MADRID (AFP) — The 
Spanish government Friday 
unveiled a new plan to bring 
its economy into line with 
European Union (EU) 
targets on economic converg- 
ence — vital if Spain is to join 
in the next state of EU eco- 
nomic and monetary union. 

Economy Minister Pedro 
Solbes said that, under the 
plan, gross domestic product 
(GDP) in Spain would grow 
by 3.0 per cent in 1996 and 
1997 after rising by 1 3 per 
cent this year and 2.8 per cent 
in 1995. 

Spain’s GDP rose by an 
annual 0.8 per cent in the first 
quarter of 1994, after rising 
an annual 0.7 per cent the 
previous quarter, he added. 


The minister said the state 
deficit should fall to three per 
cent of GDP in 1997 — a key 
criterion set for countries -to 
join the European Union’s 
proposed third stage of eco- 
nomic and monetary union. 

The deficit stood at 73 per 
cent of GDP in 1993, should 
fall to 6.7 per cent in 1994, 
5.9 per cent in 1995 and 4.4 
per cent in 1996. _ . .. 

On March 8 Mr. Solbes 
said it would be “practically 
impossible” to cut the deficit 
to three per cent of output by 
1997. 

The government said "it 
would create between 
750,000 and a million jobs by 
1997. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JULY 16, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

conditions at home. This is not 
a good day to ask an influential 
person for a favour. Engage in 
your favourite hobby. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study your sur- 
roundings and make plans for 
improvement. Make new con- 
tacts which will be helpful in 
your enterprise. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Ideal day to 
enjoy yourself at recreations in 
the company of oongenials. A 
talent you have can be express- 
ed at this time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) It may be 
difficult to gain your aims in 
the morning but things will 
improve later in the day. 
Spend your money wisely for 
the future. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Take time to 
consult with influential persons 
who can help in your career. 
Be more willing to cooperate 
with others. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study your 
monetary affairs well and 
know how best to improve 
them. Contact a financial ex- 
pert and get excellent advice. 
■PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good day to 
further personal relationships 
and make big headway. Dis- 
cuss personal plans with 
trusted friends. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You will need to adopt a more 
_ logical and progressive attitude 
if you are going to be able to 
deal successfully with today's 
dismal aspect (Moon opposing 
Uranus) which makes us acci- 
dent prone and irritable. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Establish a* new system for 
your regular tasks so that they 
are easier to perform. Be more 
optimistic about the future. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) State your arms to good 
friends and gain their support 
in a new project you have in 
mind. Express happiness with 
congenial friends. 

GEMINI: (May ?’ to June 21) 
Go to influential persons for 
the help you need to carry 
through with your plans. See 
that your personal life is well 
organised. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) You can now put in 
motion a project which was 
impossible to do in the past. 
Take treatments to improve 
your appearance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on how to im- 
prove your environment. Dis- 
cuss practical matters with 
friends and get their advice to 
complete an important pro- 
ject. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make sure to improve 


THE Daily Crossword 


'.CROSS 
1 Russian news 

sS 

10 Roach or loacn 
K Can prow 
15 <ce house 
15 Peed me Kitty 
17 Type of sports 
tournament 
15 Pui away 
*0 M»l (rad 
21 Computers 
23 Eepiosere letters 
2a Actress Garr 
25 Agenda ol 
sporting events 
23 No-jnshed 
25 Aptitude 
3-: Cake decorator 

35 Slippery — 

36 Scarao 

3? Noted architect 
A0 Printing too- 
bOOS 

Ai Consume 
*2 A Corifiery 
4 3 — Evil* 11971 

Mm) 

AA Dtetnne 
Extremely 

-6 Divart 
Afi Wenger 
M Moistens 
5A S:arr anc 
Vac taro 
M Nastase ot 
'eanis 
53 Cartoon 
Character 
6: Type 5,1* 

E2 Type Site 
52 Apmtire 
64 Betetgeuta. e g 

55 Leases " 

56 Oars I and 
burgundy 

DOWN 

1 Canvas cover 
bneliy 

2 Bssesai: family 
name 

3 Shock 

4 Puttie nea»tn 
specialist 

- Psremosi 



; w:rtu» Wia S*rw»» Inc 


6 — Rhythm' 

7 Priest S garment 

8 Worked l«rd 

3 Detection device 
10 Speedy 
1 ! Dim sen word 

12 End 

13 Chops 

TB Cub Seoul unit 
22 Cheapskate 

24 Storm 

25 Masnes. m a 
way 

26 Earthy pigment 

27 — Haute, ind. 

28 Ziegfeki 

30 English paper 
merchant 
3t ' — Grows in 

Brooklyn 

32 Transparent 

33 Singer Rogers 

35 Schedule aoor 

36 Wager 
38 Emporium 
33 D<Hi offering 
A4 Shoe pan 


Yesterday’s Fnzzfa Softrafr 


0RBUB niDraa aaan 
nniQPin rannn ranran 

□ntunn muon nnoa 
annnnni onanonmn 
noon nnninQBB 
nniauEHUR onn „ 
nnnng annnn nno 
nuno BBioBB urann 
non nrencin mnraap 
„ ann BHimnnriE 
onrasniiB Bonn _ 
nmnnuann aannnn 
□Bun ranun narnon 

R0DH G0DC3 PinnOB 

noua obcjci mnnun 


47 Beneatn 

48 City on the 
Rhone 

49 Mamed . 

50 Pickpockets 
St Landed 

52 Isinglass 


53 ArtJOU 
WMawttwo* 
S5N0WW" 
SfiSctoOtabOr 
57 The — w** 
50 Author 
AnatS 
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Share prices edge a little, but 
indicators do not look bright 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Share prices 
at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) improved a 
little after hitting an all- 
year low last week, but 
trading remained low as 
investors remained sceptic- 
al, brokers said Friday. 

The weekly AFM report 
said the general share price 
index based on 60 major 
companies listed in the 
market closed at 145.1 
points, 0.S points, or 0.5 
per cent, less than the 
week's opening. 

That was an improve- 
ment from Tuesday's dose 
of the index at 142.1, the 
lowest in one year, but a far 
cry from the year’s high of 
168 points reached in the 
third week of march. 

Shares worth JD 3.8 mil- 
lion changed hands during 
the week compared with 
the previous week's XD 3.9 
million and the year’s 
weekly record of JD 21 
million, also in March. The 
highest daily turnover wtos 
reigstered in July when 
shares worth JD 17 million 
changed bands. 

The industrial sector 
accounted for JD 1.8 mil- 
lion of last week's turnov- 
er, followed by commerdal 


banks JD 1.1 million, the 
services sector with JD 
400,000 and the insurance 
sector with JD 300.000. 

The stocks of less than 15 
companies of the nearly 90 
whose shares were traded 
during the week showed 
gains and 10 remained 
stable. All others showed 
declines. 

While the general price 
Index shows only a 12 per 
cent decline in prices since 
the beginning of the year, 
brokers say the actual loss 
is close to 25 per cent and 
the decline is likely to con- 
tinue unless investors see 

tangible signs of economic 
returns of the 30-montb-old 
Arab- Israeli peace process. 

The brokers said the 
AFM index excluded many 
of the smaller companies 
whose stocks have steadily 
declined, some of them as 
much as 40 per cent. 

Turnover in the first six 
months of this year de- 
clined to JD 292 million 
compared with JD 582 mil- 
lion during the same period 
last year — a decline of 
29.75 per cent. The number 
of contracts struck since 
January shrank to 133,636 
from 178,019 in 1993 — a 
drop of nearly 25 per cent. 

The number of shares 


that changed hands at the 
AFM since the beginning 
of the year (hopped to 95.7 
million compared with 
158.94 million during the 
same period last year. 

According to brokers, in- 
vestors are highly sceptical 
and are awaiting concrete 
signs of economic benefits 
for Jordan as pan of the 
peace process and of Jorda- 
nian firms gaining from the 
economic development of 
the Palestinians with the 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars pledged by the donors. 

But if the status quo con- 
tinues, brokers warned. 


Jordanian stocks are des^ 
tined for further losses. 

Furthermore, part of the- 
funds available in the mar- 
ket has been absorbed into 
the primary market where 
dozens of companies have 
been coming up with fresh 
issues to increase capital. 

One of the key factors 
influencing investors nega- 
tively is die state of limbo 
in finalising an accord of 
modalities of implementing 
an economic cooperation 
agreement signed in Janu- 
ary between Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga-. 
nisation (see page 3). 


London Stock 
Exchange moves 
to 10-day rolling 
share settlement 


LOWPOW EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


j U.S. SI. 00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3803/13 

1.5560/70 

1.7435/45 

1.3110/20 

32.05/09 

5.3335/85 

1542.6/4.1 

9S.I0/20 

7.7561/61 

6.7970/20 

6.0982/32 

SI .5566/76 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche mark s 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold S3S4.8CV385.20 


LONDON (R) — Trading on 
the London Stock Exchange 
will undergo its biggest 
change since the “Big Bang" 
move to electronic share 
trading in 1986. with the start 
of 10-day rolling settlement 
on Monday. 

The change marks the end 
of a 170-year-old practise of 
settling deals in a two and 
three" week accounting 
system. 

Under new rolling settle- 
ment rules, payment for 
shares bought must be re- 
ceived 10 days after the deal 
is done. 

The old fixed account sys- 
tem allows investors to buy 
and sell shares throughout 
the period, without -money 
changing hands, with pay- 
ment due only 10 days after 
the close of the account 
period. 

The fixed account system 
lends itself to speculative 
trading and for those inves- 
tors who trade regularly, 
gives as much as 20 working 




AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 


o 

*1 1 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For iViore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 



A SECURE _h 

FLATOTEL 

Sweifiyeh 




t^^TiaLO.Td 

^SECURITY 
y? HOSPITALITY 
y GASTRONOMY 




Cafe 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 




5AW.DI 

Gfiazi 5 a 


& Co, 



Phone 615217 , Fax 654769 
P. 0. Box 183764 Amman - Jordan 
More relict a Cornell 



l»Ai:OTEL 

( u2«|l|ls 


Amman - TeL 607193 
P.O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Meal Residence For 
Expatriates juid 
Businessmen 


The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WoridCupUSm 


Tel :698 131 

Fax:673 312 


f CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoUflQ Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
/ Tel: 818214 

y ' Come and taste our 
.* _ specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned Hall X 
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TAW OF THE TORN 


KVJ Ii Vi'. 


Opan rigntly 
From MM P.M. 
except Tuesday dosed 
-World Cup coverage 
via sa toll to 

A menu off deddous snacta 
Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Stanckam 


fcan^JJ 


^ /Restaurant 

Lands A Dinner 
7 days a week 

Enjoy Our Sulectloa <rf ■ - 

SEA FOOD 

Tel : 680093/4 Fax; 823864 

plshmcisaiu-Near Babiche Jjj 
■ |( Amman - Jordon || 


FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 


Hi 


"The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! 


— 11 



La Vita Lounge 
12:00 pm - v ^ Late 


y.-:- 

■W: 


Deluxe ViBas aid Apartments- 
in Amman . 

For further details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 



6ui 

V.ofrctdcible prices : 

V.V. Cool ! ! 


Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweifiyeh - S63944 




SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Exccllctri Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 






Jabal A1 Webdeb/Tel. 637101/637102 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TMaawayhavdbMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7.-00 — MidnigRt 

TeL 638968 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

SummerGarden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

Noon to Midnight 
Seven Days a Week 


TELEPHONE ; 315987 


The Besi In . 
Indian Cvisink: " 

13 


(>i;> v V. •i-O'i'V-V 

Eob re5ervatJ'on5.'call r 64lA'6i;;- 




Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

shut 30% laiwyer 

• Free enlargo- 


Shmek ani - Opp. ( 
Bank. Phone: 6040 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Opp. Grindlays 
:: 604042 


EHHuSE RESTAURANT 
Typtod Chtnese Foods 


Open UJO ■ 330 A 6SB - Jftbgtt 


Take away kg available 

Shat AMrab Shoot 
On Uthalmh Commotdal Canto 

TeL* 861174 
face lasted Always Lotcd 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast efficient, and 

professional Cleaners 




You Know 

Our Pizzas&Sandwiehes 
Now Tni The 

Italian Pasta 

iXc&me Way 

^ Spaghetti 
■ Feme 

1 Fettucdne 
Prepared to you kah 


days to settle a deal. 

The change is part of 
strategy, formulated by a 
Bank "of England led-task 
force, which has set a target 
of five dav rolling settlement 
in 1995. 

“It will change people's 
trading habits, but that will 
evolve as rolling settlement 
evolves. There’s very little 
concern about the new set- 
up," a senior trader at a 
leading British brokerage 
house said. 

Some in the market see an 
increase in margin trading 
helping to overcome the 
effect of the change to rolling 
settlement. 

Margin trading is a feature 
in other leading international 
exchanges where investors 
have the opportunity to trade 
over a broker generated 
“account period" which can 
span several months. 

Investors put up a relative- 
ly small proportion of the 
share value traded and the 
broker arranges credit for the 
remaining amount, using the 
shares as security. 

The strictures of 10-day 
rolling settlement could lead 
to a surge in the use of 
"nominee" account" where 
brokers hold share certifi- 
cates on behalf of investors. 

The nominee company be- 
comes the registered share- 
holder while the investor re- 
mains the beneficial owner of 
the shares. 

Although this makes life 
easier for investors in terms 
of paperwork, the nominee 
company becomes the reg- 
istered shareholder and -is 
thus entitled to receive the 
accounts and details of share- 
holder votes and perks. 

Company policies on 
nominee accounts concerning 
shareholders' perks varies. 
Food and drinks group Allied 
Lyons PLC said it encourages 
brokers to inform the com- 
pany of how many sharehol- 
ders it represents so that the 
required number of reports 
and accounts plus any perks 
can be passed on. 

But shipping to construc- 
tion company Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation 
Co. PLC said there would be 
no change in its present posi- 
tion on its concessionary fare 
scheme, which specifically 
excludes shareholders in 
nominee accounts. 


El A1 report 
$9.9m profit 

.TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli state carrier El al re- 
turned a profit of $9.9 million 
during 1993 on a $947 million 
turnover, director general 
Rafi Harlev has said. 

It was the eighth consecu- 
tive year of profits, but con- 
siderably down on the $31 
million of 1992. 

Mr. Harlev warned that 
1994 would prove more diffi- 
cult with the airline, which is 
still in receivership, heading 
towards privatisation amid is 
still in receivership, heading 
towards privatisation amid a 
continuing crisis in the airline 
I industry. 

The number of passengers 
increased 10 per cent .to 
2,145,000 over the year which 
saw the opening of four new 
routes to Bombay and Bang- 
kok, Barcelona and Paphos 
in Cyprus. 

The company estimated 
profits could be $20 million 
higher but for the exceptional 
security measures the airline 
takes against terrorism. 

In June, the government 
announced privatisation 
plans for October with 51 per 
cent of the company to be 
sold off. 
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aeehi settles on Italian recipe 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Arrigo Sacchi’s chopping and 
changing has driven the Ita- 
lian fans to distraction but he 
seems to have come up the 
with winning blend for Sun- 
day's World Cup final against 
Brazil. 

"I’ve had to change the 
l??.m around many times be- 
cause of injury and because 
there were tactical or technic- 
al things £ was not satisfied 
with,” he said. 

He has used 20 players in 
six- games but he might have 
been tempted to stick to the 
semifinal ride if Alessandro 
Costacurta had not been sus- 
pended for bis second final 
tins year. He also missed the 
European Cup final. 

-That might allow Franco 
Baresi, who needed arthros- 
copic surgery on his right 
Uhee 20 day's ago after the 
dramatic win over Norway, 
to return to captain the side. 

Paolo Maldini bad moved 
from left back to centre of the 
defence to fill in for his AC 
Milan dub-mate. 

However if Sacchi is not 
convinced Barest is ftilly fit 
then Luigi Apollini, the Par- 
ma captain, should get his 
first start since the first-round 
game against Mexico. 

Sacchi’s biggest concern is 
Roberto Baggio who has vir- 
tually single handedly put Ita- 
ly in the final with five goals 
;h his last three games. 

He limped off with a slight 
hamstring strain after an hour 
of Wednesday's 2-1 win over 
Bulgaria in their semifinal 
but his absence would be 
unthinkable. 

Sacchi relishes the prospect 
of Sunday's challenge. 

.“I'd be lying if I said I had 
no- dreamt of this final,” he 
said. 

“I have great respect for 
Brazilian soccer. Every time 


they wir. it is a triumph not 
for 


just for Brazil but for the 
game itself.” 


However, he thought the 
present Brazil ride played 
with more commitment 
under coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira. 

"They played very hard,” 
he said of Brazil's perform- 
ance in the semifinal against 
Sweden. 

'They created many more 
chances and they deserved to 
win although it took a mis- 
take by Sweden for them to 
do it." 

Sweden's tired defenders 
allowed Romario a free head- 
er at the far post for the 
winner and Sacchi said mis- 
takes could prove decisive. 

'‘If due to fatigue a team 
loses its shape and ability to 
pressurise the opposition, 
anything can happen,” he 
said. 

That's the time Baggio or 
Romario could be at then- 
most dangerous. 

Italy made a disastrous 
start to the tournament, los- 
ing 1-0 to Ireland and no 
team has gone on to win the 
Cup after losing their open- 
ing match. 

Dino Baggio scored the 
winner against Norway when 
goalkeeper Gianluca Pag- 
Huca was sent off, Daniele 
Massaro earned a point 
against Mexico and Italy 
qualified only because they 
had scored two goals in three 
games to Norway's one. 

But just as in Spain in 1982 
when Paolo Rossi’s goals in- 
spired Italy to their third 
title, Baggio finally started to 
live up to his reputation with 
two goals against Nigeria 
when Italy were within a mi- 
nute of going out. 

Both Baggios scored in the 
quarterfinal win over Spain 
and Roberto's two in five 
minutes knocked ont Bulgar- 
ia. 

Dino Baggio, had who to 
go off early in the second half 
against Bulgaria with cramp, 
rill be fit. 


Mb/ftCupUSA 

w 



Today’s match . 

Sweden will play Bulgaria 
for the third place at 
Pasadena, Calif, at 22.35 
Amman time. 


wi 


Mauro Tassotti’s eight- 
match ban for breaking Luis 
‘Enrique's nose in an off-the- 
ball incident at the end of the 
quarter-final against ‘Spain, 
forced Sacchi into one of 
three changes for the semifin- 
al. 

Roberto Mussi, who mis- 
sed the Spain game because 
of an ankle injury, came in 
for Tassotti at right back and 
should keep his place on Sun- 
day. 

Inter Milan's Nicola Berti 
replaced Antonio Conte on 
the right of midfield and Pier- 
luigi Casiraghi partnered 
Roberto Baggio up front in- 
stead of Daniele Massaro. 

Guiseppe Signori, the top 
scorer in the Italian league 
for the last two seasons, is 
again likely to be sitting on 
the substitutes bench because 
Sacchi wants him to play in 
an unaccustomed wide mid- 
field role. 

All Italy will be hoping that ‘ 
Sacchi’s recipe is a success. 

Italy’s probable team: 
Gianlnca Pagliuca. Roberto 
Mussi, Luigi Appoloni. Ales- 
sandro Costacurta, Paolo 
Maldini, Antonio Benarrivo, 
Nicola Berti, Dino Baggio, 
Demetrio Albertini, Roberto - 
Donadoni, Robertto Baggio, 
Pierluigi Casiraghi. 


Joy in Rio, Rome 
as Brazil, Italy 
reach final 


PASADENA (R) — Soccer 
proved an antidote 


for many 

ills Thursday as politicians, 
fans and even stock prices 
from Rome to Romania and 
Bulgaria to Brazil drew 
strength from the World Cup 
— in victory and defeat. 

Brazil, where soccer is a 
unifying passion for a country 


beset by economic problems, 
sxuhed c 


exulted over Wednesday’s 1- 
0 semifinal win over Sweden 
at the Pasadena Rosel Bowl 
and the prospect of their first 
World Cup final since 1970. 

Italy, their opponents in 
the same stadium Sunday, 
beat Bulgaria 2-1 at the 
Giants Stadium near New 
York to restore a sense of 
pride to a country stripped of 
its national pride after two 
years of political corruption. 

But Italian euphoria was 
tempered by news that hero 
Roberto Baggio, who scored 
both goals for the triple 
champions Wednesday, has 
only a 50-50 chance of play- 
ing in the final, Italy’s first 
since 1982. 

“I fear that we won’t know 
until a few hours before the 
game whether he will play,” 
team doctor Andrea Ferretti 
said in Martinsville, New 
Jersey. Baggio has a strained 


In Bucharest, the losing 
quarterfinalists returned to 
Romania as heroes, having 
done in 40 days what the 
government had failed to 
achieve in nearly five years 
since shaking off Stalinist dic- 
tatorship — put a smile on 
the nation's face. 

“They showed the world 
who we are, we are proud of 
them,” said school student 
Andrei Gfaeorghe as crowds 
chanted "we love you, we 
love you” at the team. 

In the United States, semi- 
finals winners and losers had 
at least two days to gather 
their strength before playing 

a gai n . 

Thursday and Friday were 
rest days ahead of Saturday’s 


third-place playoff between 
id Bulgaru 


‘Saint Baggio of New 
York,” said La Voce news- 
paper in Italy, summing up 
the star’s importance. 

Bulgaria may have lost to 
Italy but police in Sofia said 
the country had won in 
another way — the crime rate 
dropped during the tourna- 
ment. Swedish fans were sub- 
dued in Stockholm but proud 
to have gone down by just 
one goal to Brazil. 


Sweden and Bulgaria and 
Sunday’s final, soccer’s ulti- 
mate prize. 

Both Brazil and Italy have 
won the title three times 
already, so on Sunday one of 
-them will write a fresh record 
into the 64-year history of the 
World Cup. 

Brazilian President Itamar 
Franco sent a congratulatory 
message to his country’s team 
as newspapers there proc- 
laimed “God is Brazilian” 
and stock prices surged four 
points. Even the govern- 
ment's fight against inflati on 
took a bade seat. 

A rumbling roar of firec- 
rackers and the pulsing beat 
of samba rolled across Bra- 
zil’s cities Wednesday night, 
a noise echoed in Italy, where 
Ians splashed in fountains 
and danced on piazzas. 

Even Albanians, whose 
team failed to qualify for the 
finals, are gripped by soccer 
fever. 



BradEu soccer fans cheer and danc* r n tt 
streets of mkttown Manhattan after bu,' 
1-0 win over Sweden in thchr semifh \ 'o i 
Cnp match Wednesday. Dancing tool e • 
46th street where Brazilian New Yoi 


regularly gathered to show their support for 
t i team. Below, Cans of the Italian soccer 
t mi stand outside the team hotel bopfag to get 
i glimpse of the team before they leave for 
tadena. Italy will meet Brazil Sunday In the 
1 (AFP photos) 


Twsdes out of finals but pleased to have gone so far 


PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 
The Swedes are out, but 
reaching the World Cup 
semifinals still ranks as one of 
the biggest accomplishments 
in Swedish sports history. 

lights up there with Ing- 
ernsr Johansson capturing 
tlie world heavyweight title at 
Var.kee Stadium in 1959; 
Bjorr. Barg's five straight 
r/imbledon .titles; and Ing- 
emar Stenmark's record 85 
World Cup Alpine ki victories 
in slalom and $ant slal6m. 

3a: it is not over yet for the 
S wedish socer stars. Bulgaria 
is- next up in a match for the 
bronze medal at the Rose 
Bowl Saturday. 

Goalkeeper Thomas 
Savelli made the save in the 
quarterfinals, but he could 
net stop Romano's header 


tht ended Sweden’s unbeaten 
nui in the Wrold Cup. 

The Swedish veteran, mak- 
ing bis 116th appearance for 
Sweden to break the old team 
record set in 1979, kept the 
outplayed Swedes in 
Wednesday's semifinal 
against Brazil for 79 minutes 
with a series of sparkling 
saves. 


came between two defenders 
I think and was first at the 
ball. He made a very good 
header. It was impossible for 
me to save it." 

Swedish coach Tommy 
Svensson said it was not a 
defensive mistake. 


But Brazil, which outshot 
the Swedes 15-1 in the first 
half and 29-2 for the match, 
deservedly earned a berth in 
Sunday's final against Italy, 
as Romario beat the tourna- 
ment's most experienced 
keeper with a header 11 mi- 
nutes from time. 

T couldn’t leave my line 
when (defender) Joiginho hit 
the cross,” Ravelli said. “I 
stood on my line. Romario 


“They had a lot of good 
opportunities (to score) and 
we felt that the first team to 
score would win today's 
match,” Svensson said. “I 
thought Ravelli was excellent 
as ws (Tomas) Brolin.” 

Brolin, who led defending 
champion Parma of Italy in 
scoring en route to the Euro- 
pean Cup Winners' Cup final 
against England’s Arsenal six 
weeks before the World Cup 
started, was vry dis- 
appointed. 

“But they were dearly the 


better team ,” he said. “They 
really deserved the victory. 
In sports, there’s always a 
loser. I just have to congratu- 
late Brazil."’ 

Brolin, who set up striker 
Kennet Andersson for the 

first -goal in a 1-1 tie with 
Brazil June 29 at Pontiac's 
Silverdome, said Colombian 
referee Jose Torres nude a 
mistake when be ejected 
Swedish key midfielder Jonas 
Thera in the second half. 


Tberen, easily Sweden's 
best midfielder in the World 
Cup, received a red card after 
he fouled Brazilian midfiel- 
der Dunga in the 63rd minute 
when the game was still 
scoreless. 

Tt was a stupid mistake by 
the referee,” Brolin said. T 
don’t think he saw what real- 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
'•7i;h an epic World Cup final 
promised Sunday between 
Brazil and Italy, World Cup 
Y/atchers cannot help com- 
paring the teams to the two 
who fought it out in the 1970 
final. 

Gigi Riva. Italian football’s 
preatsst ever goalscorer, ex- 
pects history to repeat itself. 

“The Brazilian team in 
1970 had better technical 
players,” Riva said. "Nobody 
could argue with that when 
you remember they had play- 
ers like Pele and Jairzmho in 
their team. 

“But today's Brazilian side 
is very well organised, maybe 
even better organised than in 


header stood on my line. Romario “But they were dearly the don’t think he saw what real- pean had 

No going back to the future in football 

,FP) — 1970. They are the favourites no chance," he said. extra time and when that goal < j 

a , i .u .i KpIIhim that Ttah, went in we mst eva do rated. ■ *r“r’ 1 


ly happened. He just heard 
that Dunga screamed and* 
ejected Jonas. A yellow card 
would have been enough.” 

Coach Svensson, who led 
Sweden to its best World Cup 
performance since the 1958 
World Cup when Pete’s Bra- 
zil beat Sweden 5-2 in the 
final at Stockholm, agreed. 

“I don’t understand it,” 
Svensson said. Tt was too 
hard." 

The Swedish players were 
surprised when they beard 
that a referee from Col- 
ombia, which borders Brazil, 
was assigned for the job. 

“I think that the (Swedish) 
association should have filed 
a protest,” Brolin said. “You 
bet that Brazil would have 
filed a protest if Dane Petter 
Mrkkelsen or another Euro- 
pean had been picked as ref.’ 


1970. They are the favourites 
and they know they are the 
favoiirites." 

Mario Zagalo, who won 
the World Cup twice as a 
player in 1958 and 1962, and 
was handed the Brazilian 
coaching job on the eve of 
the 1970 finals, is now an 
assistant coach. 

He has blasted critics back 


borne who complain that Bra- 
zil's style this time around is 


too far from the free- 
wheeling style of Pele’s team. 

“That was a once in a 
lifetime team,” he said, 
adding that a well organised 
defence was as crucial in to- 
day’s game as attacking flair. 

“Without that, you have 


no chance,” he said. 

Riva believes that Italy, 
who have finished two of 
their six matches with ten 
men, will have to score first if 
they are to have any chance 
of beating Brazil. 

Otherwise, their exhausted 
state could be crucial as it was 
■in the 1970 final. 

“In that match we equal- 
ised just before half time and 
at that moment we really 
believed we were in with a 
chance,” recalled Riva, who 
is now 50. 

“But just after the break 
Gerson scored that superb 


extra time and when that goal 
went in we just evaporated. 
We had nothing left.” 

Brazil went on to triumph 
4-J and become the first side 
to lift the trophy three times. 

This Brazil team has suf- 
fered under the weight of 
expectations since well be- 
fore the Cup began. 

Zagalo recalled wryly that ■ 
the 1970 team had no such 
problem. 

“Before the 1970 World 
Cup, we were called idiots. 


no hopers and donkeys, he 
lid. “No 


goal and we were completely 
demc 


loralised. We had played 
an exhausting semifinal 
against Germany that went to 


said. “Now the team is legen- 
dary. Maybe the same thing 
would happen if we won 
again.” 

While Zagalo was brought 
on board as an adviser by 



Jordanian company has 
ihe following vacancies : 


1. Mechanical Engineer 

• Experience - 3 Years Minimum 

• Fluent in English . 

• Skilled in Computer . 


2 . Chemical Engineer 
° Experience - 3 Years Minimum . 
° Fluent in English . 

« Skilled in Computer . 


3 . Environmental Engineer 
• Experience - 3 Years Minimum . 
19 Fluent in English . 

° Skilled in Computer . 


Applicants should respond to : 
P.O.Box 926871 Amman 11110 Jordan 


+ — Luxurious Furnished Apartment — , 
For Rent 


Super deluxe new building, newly furnished ground floor, 
with own garage, central heating, telephone and garden. 
Area 200 square metres. Location: Frfth Circle behind 
Arab Bank next to Habibah Supermarket, Abu Nawas 
Street. 

Call at the she for more Information 
Tel. 861989 - 675595, Fuad Abu Zer Building. 


coach Carlos Alberto Par- 
reira, Riva, whose asto- 
nishing international record 
of 35 goals in 42 matches 
earned him the nickname 
Thunderclap, officially per- 
forms the role of team mana- 
ger to the Italian squad. 

But his most significant 
contribution is as a counsellor 
to Roberto Baggio, helping 
the Italian side's current su- 
perstar to cope with the in- 
tense pressure of carrying the 
country’s expectations on his 
back. 

The sight of a weeping 
Baggio embracing Riva at the 
end of Wednesday’s semifinal 
win over Bulgaria was one of 
the most memorable images 
of USA 94. 

“He has helped me enor- 
mously because he is one of 
the few people who can 
understand what I have to go 
through,” Baggio said. 

And Riva has no doubt 
that Italy’s chances of emu- 
lating their 1982 counter- 
parts, who beat Brazil 3-2 on 
their way to victory in Spain, 
.lie largely at the feet of Bag- 
gio. 



: •*. . 



German coach Vogts 
hints he could quit 


BONN (R) — Germany’s 
soccer coach Berti Vogts, 
under acute pressure* since 
his side were dumped out of 


the World Cup in the^ejuar- 


Berti Vogts 


terfinals by unfunded Bulgar- 
ia, has hinted that be is pre- 
pared to quit. 

Vogts, who took over the 
side after they won the Cup 
in 1990, suggested the Ger- 
man Soccer Federation 
(DFB) bad not given him 
enough support. 

“One false statement from 
DFB headquarters, from 
whatever direction, could 
mean my resignation,” he 
said in an interview published 
in Thursday's edition of the 
sports magazine Kicker. 

Since the defeat, a stun nig 
blow for a team which had 
played in every World Cup 
final since 1982, Vogts has* 
said he still enjoyed his job,- 
wanted to go on and bad the 
backing of DFB President 
Egidius Braun. 

But he told Kicker: ' 
"Perhaps it’s sipler for the 
DFB to get rid of Vogts, the 
focus of the criticism of die 


DFB.”*.. 

Even before the defeat, 
■ Vogts and Braun had come 
under fire for sending home 
midfielder Stefan Effenberg 
for making an obsence ges- 
ture at the crowd. 

But Vogts was unrepen- 
tant. “I always listened too 
much to what the players 
said. It was a mistake to take 


Effenberg. I should have 
thrown huh out .in 1992.” 


Vogts had harsh words for 
other players too. 

He said midfielder Andreas 
"Moeller, wh6 had been ex- 
pected at last to show on the 
international scene the prodi- 
gious talent he displays for 
Juventus in Italy, “complete- 
ly let down the team mid 
myself.” 

Of Bodo Dlgner, the goal- 
keeper chosen for his World 
Cup experience but who was 
rooted to the spot when Bul- 
garia struck a crucial equaUs- 
1 er and who has now quit the 
national side, Vogts said: “It 
was as if he was on remote 
control. If be hadn’t quit Pd 
have thrown him out.” 




ACCOUNTANT REQUIRED 

A non-profit income generation pro- 
ject is seeking for recruiting a qual- 
ified accountant who have the follow- 
ings: 

- B.A. in accounting. 

- Minimum two years in accounting. 

- Computer literate specially in Win- 
dows, Excel & Lotus 

If you meet the above requirement 
please send your CV’s to: 

Fax # 612902 or Box 9363 Am- 
man 11191, Jordan 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


A Regional office in Amman is seeking 
to employ an Executive Secretary with the 
following qualifications. 


Excellent command of English language 
Office administration and business 
communication skills are a must 
Computer skills, Windows, Quattro 
Minimum experience of 3 years in related field 


Interested candidates should send their C.V. 
no later than July 22nd to the 


GENERAL MANAGER 
(EXECUTIVE SECRETARY) 
B.O.BOX : 950569 
AMMAN 11195 -JORDAN 



SAAB 9000, 1992, 17.5 KMS, ONE 
OWNER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
FIVE DOORS, AUTOMATIC, A/C, 
ABS, ALL - POWER, PRICE JD28.000 
PLEASE CAUL 663782 AFTER 5PM 



SEE TOMORROW’S 


designs of: 

Gold & .Gems Jewelry 

DAJANI’S 

.Amra Hotel Shops.. 6th Circle., 
Amman Rio de Janeiro 

Since 1988 Since 1975 
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*'■* Virenque wins Tour de 
France 12th stage 
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LUZ ARDIDEN. France 
(Agencies) — Richard 
Virenque d aimed France's 
third consecutive stage win in 
the Tour de France, and 
Miguel Indurain extended his 
overall lead Friday as another 
top cyclist dropped out* 

Claudio Ctaippucci , of Ita- 
ly, who haftihlshed in the top 
six of the tour since *1990, 
dropped- out before the start 
of die 12th stage, plagued by 
a virus. 

The stage of 204 kilometres 
(127 miles) had two major 
climbs, the famous tour- 
malet, 2,115 metres (6,937 
feet) and Lu 2 Ardiden, 1,715 
metres (5,625 feet). 

Vijenque pulled .for ahead 
of the pack, and only Marco 
Pantam of Italy stayed within 
fie minuts of him starting the 
final rfimb to Luz Ardiden. 
Pantani ended up 4 minutes, 
34 seconds behind. 

Indurain and his Banesto 
teammates allowed Virenque 
and Pantani to gaintfae 
advantage because they 
trailed Indurain by more than 
15 minutes eaeh entering the 
day’s leg. 

Indurain came in more 
than seven minutes back but 
ahead of the mam pack. His 


main rival, Tony Rominger 
of Switzerland, lost more 
than three minutes to Indn- 
rain ami is now 7:56 behind 
the tfoee-time defending 
champion. 

Chaippucd was more than 
33 minutes behind in the 
overall standings when he de- 
cided to stop. He barely 
moved from his hotel room- 
during the off day in Lurries 
Thursday, suffering from 
what his team manager said 
wa an intestinal virus. 

“Claudio wanted to go as 
far as possible but with a 
stage that is without doubt 
the most difficult of the tour, 
it was un realisable,” said the 
manager. Da vide Boifava. 

Boifava said Chaippucd 
bad a fever of more than 38 
degrees C (100. 4 F) Thurs- 
day) evening. 

Chiappucd barely finished 
the 11th stage from lourdes to 
Mount Hautacam Wednes- 
day, ending up more than 24 
minutes behind. 

Saturday’s 13th stage is 
from Bagneres de Bigorre to 
Albi, 233 kilometres (145 
miles). 

Barring illness or accident, 
Indurain seems asssured of 
his fourth consecutive tour 
title. 
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Kennett calls for inquiry 
into sabotage of Olympics 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — Victorian State Pre- 
mier Jeff Kennett called Fri- 
day for a senate inquiry into 
the operations of the Austra- 
lian Olympic Committee 
(AOC), sparking an angty 
response from AOC Presi- 
dent John Coates. 

Kennett told a news con- . 
ference that he had ruled out 
a state inquiry into allega- 
tions that Melbourne's unsuc- 
cessful bid to host the 1996 
Olympic Games was sabot- 
aged from within. 

. The premier said a state 
probe not be able to establish 
whether a Sydney-based 
Olympic official had under- 
mined Melbourne’s bid, but 
said a federal inquiry was 
needed- ta examine the 
accountability of AOC and 
whether any AOC delegates 
had a conflict of interest. 

“It is important for Austra- 
lia to have confidence in the 
»T AOC, given it is funded with 
millions of public dollars,’' 
Kennett said. 

Coates said Kennett’s call 
for a senate inquiry was a 
“slur” on the AOCTs integrity 
and said the holding of such 
an inquiry could affect Au- 
stralia s ability to retain die 
2000 Olympic Gaines in Syd- 
ney. 

The Sydney-based official. 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) delegate Phil 
Coles, was discovered to 
have made 44 telephone calls 
to his Atlanta counterparts 
daring Melbourne’s bidding 
process for the 1996 Games. 
Some Melbourne officials 
suspect him of passing key 
information to the Amer- 


rians. 

Atlanta defeated Athens, 
Melbourne and Toronto to 
win the right to host the 
• games, while Sydney last year 
won the right to host the 
games in 2000. 

Coles acknowledges mak- 
ing the Atlanta calls, but says 
they were part of normal 
Olympic business. He 
pointed out that he also had 
made, calls to the other cities 
bidding. 

Kennett said he had 
spoken with a range of peo- 
ple- associated with Mel- 
bourne’s failed bid over the 
past few days, including for- 
mer premiers John Cain and 
Joan Kirner. 

“No information has come 
to light that would justify the- 
setting up of an inquiry into 
the allegations of sabotage,” 
he said. 

“In the absence of substan- 
tial evidence it would be 
fruitless to establish an in- 
quiry and commit what would 
have to be enormous sums of 
.blic money to properly 

ind such an investigation.” 

But the question of the 
AOCs public accountability 
was an entirely separate mat- 
ter and most be investigated, 
he said. 

“I am of the opinion that it 
is in the best interests of the 
AOC dial a proper inquiry be 
established to review its op- 
erations,” he said. 

IOC Vice-President Kevaii 
Gosper welcomed Kennett’s' 
decision not to hold a state 
inquiry and said he hoped it 
would be accepted “magnani- 
mously by the people of Mel- 
bourne.” 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
TI 9 S 3 Tnsuflr i%u !m« I'* 


WHO NEEDS HIGH CARDS? 


Nonfa-Souih vulnerable. North 
desk 

NORTH 

* J 7 4 2 
" K J5 

. A Q 4 

* Q J 3 

WEST EAST 

*S * A IO 8 6 5 

- A 7 3 2 : 10 8 6 4 

' J 9 8 6 3 K 10 
* A 64 *8 2 

SOUTH 

* K Q 9 
Q 9 

7 5 2 

” ' * K 10 9 7 5 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

l * 1 * 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Six uf ' 

A multi national partnership. 
Elyalriin S ch aufel of Israel and Mi- 
chael Polowan of the U.S., produced 
stelhr defense un this hand from the . 
27th annual Israel Bridge Festival. 

Despite a five-card fit for opener's 
suit, hence a source of tricks and a 
double stopper in the enemy suit, we 
three no trump is a distinct 
stretch. However, had South been 
content with inviting game by bid* 


Sf l rn °° FV*®** 1 he "^Id 

still have (alien victim to the de- 
fenders' alrilL 06 

West reasoned that South had to 
have spades well stopped, so cast 
about for more fertile fields. The 
lead of the six of diamonds proved 
to be a winner. There's no hurry 
about taking the finesse— if the king 
of diamonds is onside, the queen will 
be a trick later. The choice lay be- 
tween playing low and rising with 
the ace nnd declarer chose wisely by 
putting up the ace. 

Had East followed routinely with 
the ten declarer would have made 
the contract. AfLer the ace of clubs 
was knocked nut. East would have 
tu win the second diamond and 
West would be an entry short in 
establish and run the suit. Polowan 
rose to the occasion by jettisoning 
the king of diamonds! 

The queen and jack of dubs were 
ducked, West winning the third 
round. Then came the killer— the 
jack of diamonds, pinning East's ten 
and permitting West to set up the 
diamonds while the ace of hearts 
was still in hand as an entry. There 
was no way to prevent the defenders 
from collecting three diamonds and 
three aces. Down two! 


Olympic volleyball site could be 
moved over anti-gay resolution 


ATLANTA (AP) — Orga- 
nisers of the 1996 Olympics, . 
hounded for months over 
their decision to bold vol- 
leyball competition in a sub- 
urb that adopted an anti-gay 
resolution, are close to pick- 
ing an alternate site. 

Billy Payne, president of 
the Atlanta committee for 
the Olympic Games, said 
Wednesday that organisers 
are “very close” to confirm- 
ing that a substitute arena 
would meet the criteria of 
being affordable, accessible 
and acceptable to athletes. 

The preliminary rounds of 
volleyball are now scheduled 
for the Cobb Galleria Centre, 
a new convention center ab- 
out 15 miles (23 kms) from 

downtown Atlanta. But the 
Cobb County commission's 
approval last year of a resolu- 
tion condemning homosex- 
uality has sparked a ha ils torm 
of protest and put pressure 
on the committee to find 
another venae. 

“We are disappointed that 


no compromise has been 
forthcoming between the 
Cobb County commission 
and the special interest 
groups involved in the debate 
there,” Payne said after a 
meeting of the Olympic com- 
mittee's board of directors. 

“The lack of any move- 
ment toward resolving that 
situation gives even more 
urgency to our efforts to ex- 
plore all possibile alterna- 
tives,” he said. 

Payne’s comments are his 
strongest to date. He pre- 
viously has said only that 
Olympic organisers were con- 
sidering other sites, while 
emphasising he considered 
the resolution on gays to be a 
local matter. 

A decision on the volley 
ballsite would be made by the 
end of the year, he said. 

Olympic gold medallist 
Greg Louganis, who is gay, 
last week urged officials to 
move volleyball out of Cobb 
Country. 


Leaders of a gay rights 
organisation, Olympics out of 
Cobb, held a news confer- 
ence Thursday outside a 
downtown Atlanta Olympics 
souvenir store to urge Payne 
to pick another site now. 

“Why make this a more 
divisive issue than it is 
already?” said Jon-Ivan 
Weaver, co-chairman of the 
-group. “The Atlanta commit- 
tee for the Olympic games 
has been looking at sites for 
Olympic venues for several 
years now. They know the 
sites are available. They 
know they have another 
choice.” Payne was in 
Washington Thursday and 
could not be reached for 
further comment. 

Despite widespread critic- 
ism, Cobb commissioners 
have stood by the resolution 
that passed last August. The 
commission last month defe- 
ated a proposed companion 
resolution that affirmed the 
county’s Support for human 
rights. 


Sutton in five million pound 
record signing for Rovers 


BLACKBURN. England 
(AFP) — Chris Sutton signed 
Friday for Blackburn Rovers 
In a £5 million deal which 
shatters the British transfer 
record. 

The 21-year-old England B 
striker has agreed a five-year 
contract with Rovers, which 
will keep him at Ewood Park 
until 1999. 


After putting pen to paper 
and ending the most expen- 
rive auction in the history of 
British football, Sutton said: 
“I didn't speak to any other 
club.” 

Sutton, who scored 28 
goals for Norwich last season, 
added that as long as a month 
ago he had made up his mind 
that he wanted to join Black- 


bum and their manager Ken- 
ny Dalglish. 

“I’m just very pleased to 
end the speculation and sign 
for a dub that is obviously 
going places,” be explained. 

“Blackburn were my first 
choice. The club is similar to 
Norwich in terms of popula- 
tion and area. I didn’t want to 
move to a big city.” 


Courier gives U.S. 1- 0 lead 
in Davis Cup tie with Dutch 


ROTTERDAM (R) — 
American Jim Courier gave 
his country a 1-0 lead over 
the Netherlands in their 
Davis Cup quarterfinal when 
he beat Richard Krajicek in 
straight sets 6-4 6-3 6-3 Fri- 
day. 

Courier took the match on 
excellent returns and a 
steadier service. Krajicek 
scored only a few points on 
his second service. 

In the second set Courier 
accelerated from the third 
game to win 12 points in a 
row, breaking the Dutchman 
m the fourth and taking a 4-1 
lead. He won the set 6-3- 

Krajicek managed a break 
in the third set to Die pleasure 
of the 12,000 Dutch crowd, 
but Courier was not to be 
denied. 

In Cannes, France, top- 
ranked Swede Stefan Ed berg 
beat France's Boetscb in 
straight sets Friday, to give 
his country a 1-0 lead in their 
Davis Cup quarterfinal tie. 

The former world number 
one, who bas suffered from a 
loss of form in big tourna- 
ments recently, needed less 
than two hours to crush 
Boetsch 6-3 6-2 7-6. 

The Cannes hard court 
suited the Swede's serve and 
volley game and he proved 
faster, stronger and more 
precise from the baseline too. 

Edberg, currently ranked 
seven in the world, broke 
Boetsch's serve twice in a row 
to win the first set in 39 
minutes. The Frenchman, 
who had lost bis six previous 
matchs against Edberg, had 
no answer to the Swede's 



Jim Courier 


aggressive volleying and swe- 
ated in the oppressive heat as 
he was sent scurrying about 
the court. 

Edberg went 3-1 up i nthe 
second set before Boetsch's 
hard work paid off with a 
break of serve. But the 
Swede then won three games 
in a row to take the set. 

Edberg, who crashed out 
of the French Open in the 


first round in May and out of 
Wimbledon in the second 
round last month, relaxed in 
the third set offering Boetsch 
several opportunities to dose 
the gap. 

But the Frenchman, rank- 
ed 22 in the world, was too 
inconsistent to seize his' 
chance and Edberg eventual- 
ly won the match 7-4 on the 
tie-break. 


Boxing promoter Don 
King indicted for fraud 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Don 
King, who has promoted the 
world’s top boxers, was 
charged Thursday with filing 
a phony insurance claim for 
losses on a 1991 match that, 
was cancelled. 

The nine-count wire fraud 
indictment alleges that King 
made a $350,000 claim to 
Lloyd’s of London saying he 
paid “unrefundable training 
expenses to fighter Julio 
Cesar Chavez for a match 
with Harold Brazier. 

The match was cancelled 
when Chavez cut his nose, 
.but the indictment said the 
expenses were refundable. 
King also did not tell Chavez 
he had received training ex- 
penses from the insurer, the 
indictment said. 

If convicted, the flam- 
boyant, wild-haired King — 
whose heavyweight cham- 
pions included Mohammad 
Ali and Mike Tyson — could 
be sentenced to five years in 


prison and fined $250,000. 

His arraignment is sche- 
duled for July 21. 

“I am completely inno- 
cent,” King said in a state- 
ment. “I will be cleared." 

King. 62, is president of 
Don King Production Inc. He 
began his climb to celebrity 
from the gambling halls of 
Cleveland, Ohio and has had 
his - share of run-ins with the 
law. 

King was convicted of mur- 
der in 1954 but the charge 
was later reduced to man- 
slaughter. 

While serving time in 
Ohio's Marion Correctional 
Institute, King got his big 
break when he contacted Ali 
and went on to sign the box- 
ing great and George Fore- 
man to a $l0-million fight in 
Zaire in 1974. 

Ali regained his title in that 
match and followed up the 
victory by defeating Joe Fra- 
zier in a rematch in 1975. 


Dufy Free SAAB 900,1988 For Sale 


! In excellent condition , White color 
i Automatic gear , Air condition 

‘Interested Call 643627/8 Between 10 AM to 4 PM 


FIRST CLASS SEAMTRESS : 

n WANTED 

Requirements are: 

1. A degree in fashion designing. 

2. Five years experience in the field. 

Applications to be send to P.O.Box (717) - 
Tla’ Al All 

code: (11953) - Amman 


APARTMENT FOR RENT (1st Floor) 

Excellent location, opposite Al Dustour newspaper, 
behind the Jordanian Book Centre. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, salon, independent water metre, elec- 
tricity and central heating. 

For information, please call 672966 


Lendl rallies to defeat Grabb 
in U.S. Pro Tennis Championships 


BROOKLINE, Mass. (AP) 
— Ivan Lendl, sidelined since 
late May with back pain, 
returned Thursday night and 
rallied for a 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 win 
over Jim Grabb in the second 
round of the U.S. Pro Tennis 
Championships. 

Lendl, who had not played 
since losing to Arnaud 
Boetscb in the first round of 
the French Open, was down a 
set and trailing 2-1 in the 
second set when he won six 
straight games. 

“I just wasn't match tough. 
I didn’t play any matches for 
7 Vi weeks,” said Lendl, 
whose ranking has dropped 
to 29th in the world. “I was 
feeling better as the match 
went along. That’s why I 
came here, to get in some 
matches.” 


Lendl, the top seed and 
two-time defending cham- 
pion of the $250,000 tourna- 
ment, will face Mats Wilan- 
der in the quarterfinals in a 
battle of former no. 1 play- 
ers. Wilander won his 
second-round match 6-4, 6-4 
against Glenn Weiner. 

Grabb said- it would be a 
mistake to write off Lendll 
just yet. 

“He’s a guy who was on 
top of the game for so long, 
who has lost a half a step or 
doesn’t hit the ball as sharply 
as he used to,” Grabb said. 
“But on any given day, he 
can recapture that form and 
be is very dangerous.” 

Patrick McEnroe, who has 
dropped just three games in 
two matches, took only 54 
minutes to defeat Mike Zim- 


merman and reach the quar- 
terfinals. 

“What am I, Steffi Graf?” 
McEnroe joked after winning 
6-2, 6-0 and displaying the 
dominance Graf usually 
shows in women’s tennis. 

McEnroe, seeded seventh, 
won the last 12 games in a 
6-1, 6-0 defeat of Justin 
Gimelstob in 55 minutes in 
the first round. 

McEnroe will face Jimmy 
Arias in the quarterfinals. 
Arias, a former teen star 
whose career has been rid- 
dled with injuries, won 2-6, 
6-3, 6-2 over Mashiska 
Washington, whose older 
brother — Malivai Washing- 
ton — is seeded third in the 
tournament. 

Arias, whose world rank- 


ing has dropped to no. 176, is 
now a pan-time player who 
was invited to the tourna- 
ment at the last minute when 
other players dropped out. 

The lack of playing time 
has bun his tennis, but eased 
the pain of chronic injuries. 
Though he had ice packs on 
his right shoulder and right 
wrist after the match, he no 
longer has to wear knee 
braces. 

“That’s because I don’t 
play now,” he said. “I’m as 
healthy as a horse.” 

Foutth seeded Brad Gil- 
bert was ousted in the second 
round, losing 6-4, 6-4 to 
South African David Naink- 
in. Nainkin will face Wally 
Masur of Australia in the 
quarterfinals. 




-R1BAT FITNESS 


Modern Dance 

Cl ass 

For Girls 7-15 Years Old 
From 17/7-17/8 


821142 
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MADABA MOSAIC SCHOOL 

ITALY JORDAN COOPERATION PROJECT s’. } ■}'. . 


The Madaba Mosaic School is a public school that enrolls 15 students (male/Female) per year. 
Students undergo a three year training program in the field of ancient mosaic restoration and 
modem mosaic production. The school is a public school which issues a tawjihi degree in the 
area of mosaics. Enrollment of new students for the academic year 1994-1995 has just begun. 
Those interested in enrolling in the MMS must have completed tenth grade with an average of 
no less than 75% 

For more information call MMS tel: 08-540759. 

Applications obtained from: 

-Ministry of Tourism (front desk) 

-Italian Embassy ( Cultural Department) 

-Tourist office in Madaba 

Applications deadline is July, 30 1994. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.; 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

•iTTTiTTT. W , , ' < m 1 . i « . 

JeL: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


Louis Gossett — in 

midnight sting 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 

Nabila Obeld and Farouk A! 
Fishawi 
in 

Unveiling The Sec- 
rets 

Arabic 

Shows: 12-30. 3:I5,.5:Q0. 6:45, H:M. 
10:30 

CONCORD “1” 

THE CRUSH 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 

CONCORD “2” 
PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10:30 

Mr. Jones 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

« 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Shows: 12.30, 3-JO, 6:15, 8-JO 

Today & Everyday 

Abu. Awwad in social comedy* 

“mJWCrutlED BAG” 

Present their play;- 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Salary Ya ,3a lam) 

Dally at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tues 
days. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israelis want army to halt settler violence 


TELAVIV (AFP) — Six out of 10 Israelis believe the army 
Mould intervene to stop Jewish settlers from attacking 
Palestinians and their property, according to an opinion 
poll published Friday. However, 35 per cent, were against 
soldiers halting settler violence compared with 63 per cent 
in favour. Two percent voiced no opinion. Some 58 per 
cent also believed the army should clear roadblocks put up 
by settlers. Forty-one per cent were against and three per 
cent without opinion. And 58 per cent also said soldiers 
should stop settlers from illegally occupying empty houses 
on the West Bank. But 40 peT cent were against military 
intervention. A week ago dozens of settlers squatted 
several empty apartments in Kyriai Arba. near Hebron, 
and pulled out only after the government ordered the army 
to evict them. The Dahaf institute questioned 505 Israelis 
last Tuesday and Wednesday for the poll which has a 
margin of error of four per cent. 


Police arrest 600 Palestinian workers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM l AFP) — Police arrested 600 
Palestinians from the Gaza Strip and West Bank this week 
who did not have permits to stay in Israel, police said. The 
Palestinians, arrested at construction sites and factories, 
each had to pay a 250-shekel (S75) fine before being sent 
hack to the West Bank or Gaza. Israeli employers bad to 
pay the equivalent of $700 for each illegal worker. Some 
50,000 Palestinians have permits to stay and work in Israel 
— less liiun half the orc-Gulf war number. 


Bashir effects minor cabinet reshuffle 


KHARTOUM (.AFP) — Sudanese President Omar Bashir 
has carried out a minor cahient reshuffle, appointing a new 
interior minister. Sudanese television revealed late Thurs- 
day. Following a presidential decree. Colonel Altayeb 
Ibrahim Mohammad Khair. formerly governor of Darfur, 
receives the interior portfolio, replacing General Abdul 
Rahim Mohammad Hussein. Gen. Hussein was named 
minister of presidential affairs, doing essentially the same 
job as the presidency secretary general, a lower-ranking 
post he had combined with the interior ministry. Kabshur 
Kokoi takes over the communications and tourism port- 
folio previously held by Ibrahim Nay] Edam. Mr. Koko 
moves from the ministry for social planning. Sen. Edam 
moves from the ministry for social planning. Gen. Edam 
was one of the 15 members of the Revolutionary Council 
that propelled , Gen. Bashir to power five years ago but was 
dissolved last October. 


U.N. missile inspectors head for Iraq 


MANAMA (R) — A United Nations inspection team left 
for Baghdad on Friday to study Iraq's missile research and 
development programme, a U.N. official said. Spokesman 
Roald Opsahl said the 1 0- member team, headed by 
Norpzrt Rcinccke of Germany, would stay in Iraq for 10' 
days. U.N. teams are pressing to set up long-term 
monitoring of Iraqi facilities related to its banned weapons 
systems, a prerequisite to easing or lifting an oil and trade 
embargo. 


Egypt to expel Kuwaiti linked to militants 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt planned to expel a Kuwaiti 
accused of financing Islamic militant groups bent on 
overthrowing President Hosni Mubarak's secular govern- 
ment. a source close to the security services said. Abdul 
Rahman A1 Mejeibnl was arrested here in March when “he 
gave Wo Egyptians money for families of militants killed in 
clashes with security sen ices.” the source said. The 
Kuwaiti told a state ’prosecutor he had “been sent by a 
Kuwaiti Islamic organisation to check up on charity 
projects financed Sy this group in some Egyptian dk> 
vinccs," the source said. Islamic fundamentalists in Kuwait 
said Mr. Mejcibal had been given a permit from the 
Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry and did charity work in Egypt. 
Several Kuwiati officials visiting Egypt recently urged 
authorities here to release Mr. Mejeibal, a Kuwiari 
diplomat said. In an editorial here, the pro-government 
daily A1 Ahram said “Egypt protested about the way aid 
was given by charity associations from the Arab country,” 
referring to Kuwait. Egypt wants such aid to be distributed 
through official channels “so that it is not directed in 
support of fundamentalism,” wrote the newspaper's man- 
aging editor. Ibrahim Njfec. who is dose to Mr. Mubarak. 
During a lour of Arab Gulf monarchies including Kuwait 
last year Mr. Mubarak urged the authorities to monitor 
more carefully fundraising by non-government religious 
groups. He warned the money could fall into the hands or 
Islamic militants in Egypt. 


S Jordan accepts U.S. invitation 

? (Continued from page II 

j Referring to the Armed duty in defending the nation, 
|F**!ces. tin* Kmc said: “We the homeland and aspira- 
i;irt* *lmng the iinpc.sible to Nins, and to be able to carry 

( have .» sirom; Armed Forces out any extra roles in the 
able to ram - out its national world " 
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QUAUTY APARTMENTS 

FOR YOUR STAY IN AMMAN 

DIFFERENT SiZES. 

MODERN & ELEGANT FURNITURE. 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENETTES. 
SATELLITE TV. 

DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES. 
CONVENIENT LOCATION. 

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES. 
DAILY RATES. 


Slh Circle - Towards King Abdullah Gardens, 
Amman . Jordan. Tel. 674S63 F«l €74361 P.O.Box 830127 


Qouriea seeks to allay 
Jordanian concern, but 
Amman remains sceptical 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials remained sceptical Fri- 
day over prospects for econo- 
mic cooperation with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) despite 
efforts by a senior PLO offi- 
cial to reassure the Kingom 
that the organisation re- 
mained committed to such 
relations. 

Ahmad Qouriea. the 
minister of economy in the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) in autonomous Gaza 
and Jericho, made a 48-hour 
stopover in Amman before 
heading for Jericho on Thurs- 
day. The visit was billed pri- 
vate. 

PLO sources said Mr. 
Qouriea, better known as 
Abu Alaa. bad no mandate 
to hold formal talks here on 
economic ties with Jordan 
and as such no official meet- 
ings were held. 

However, Abu Alaa told 
reporters before he headed 
for Jericho that he used his 
presence in the country to 
contact Jordanian officials 
personally and over the 
phone to affirm the PLO's 
commitment to the Jan. 7 
economic agreement it signed 
with the Kingdom. 

Abu Alaa, one of the 
architects of the Sept. 13 
self-rule agreement between' 
the PLO and Israel, did not 
identify the Jordanian offi- 
cials he contacted. There was 
no formal Jordanian com- 
ment. 

Abu Alaa rejected sugges- 
tions that a draft accord the 
two sides drew up in May was 
a “new” agreement and in- 
sisted that it was part of the 
Jan. 7 agreement, which gave 
Jordan a strong say in the 
economy, banking and 
monetary affairs of the occu- 
pied territories until PLO in- 
stitutions were set up. 

Abu Alaa said the May 
draft was under “serious con- 
sideration and will be final- 
ised soon” at a meeting of 
'‘the two leaderships.” 


However, he declined to spe- 
cify any timing for the ex- 
pected signing. 

“There are no differences 
between the two leaderships 
or the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian people.” Abu Alaa said. 
"Their relations do not de- 
pend on any agreements, 
whether written or other- 


wise. 

However, the reassurances 
appeared to have fallen short 
of their target if only because 
of the very nature of the PLO 
leadership and the current 
state of its relations with Jor- 
dan. 

“It is known that Abu Alaa 
favours strong economic ties 
with Jordan and would like to 
see the accord signed.” said a 
senior Jordanian source, “but 
that does not mean that 
higher-ups in the PLO share 
this view.” 

It was a reference to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who reportedly is very critical 
of the accord that Abu Alaa 
helped draft in May outlining 
the modalities of Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic coop- 
eration. 

According to Palestinian 
sources. Mr. Arafat and a 
few of his close aides, includ- 
ing political department head 
Farouk Kaddoumi, the PLO 
chairman's deputy in the 
Palestinian Economic council 
for Development and Recon- 
struction (PECDAR). see 
the accord as limiting their 
options and giving Jordan 
what they see as a morerihan- 
essentia) role in the economy 
of the Palestinians. 

Particularly opposed by the 
critics are Jordanian sugges- 
tions that the PLO open an 
account at the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) in dinars to 
handle international aid ex- 
pected to be channelled to 
the autonomous territories 
and the CBJ be given a role 
in licensing all commercial 
banks in the occupied terri- 
tories. the sources said. 

“It is highly unlikely that 
the PLO leadership will 
accept these suggestions,” 
said one of the sources. 


International experts and 
diplomats say the Jordanian 
suggestions are very valid, 
given the fact that the Jorda- 
nian dinar is one of the prom- 
inent currencies in circulation 
in the occupied territories 
and almost every bank there 
would be operating accounts 
in dinars. 

“Obviously, Mr. Arafat 
has his own approach, and 
that is not compatible with 
the argument that Jordan has 
to have a strong say in the 
occupied lands by virture of 
its currency," said a foreign 
diplomat. 

“In any case, the whole 
nature of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship at the 
leadership level is under 
clouds.” added the diplomat, 
expressing an opinion that is 
widely shared among Jorda- 
nians. 

Abu Alaa restated on 
Thursday that the PLO lead- 
ership was preoccupied with 
the “political developments” 
and that this was one of the 
main reasons for the delay in 
ratifying the May accord. 

That justification, heard 
quite often in the past two 
months from Tunis, has not 
gone down well with Jordan, 
which is anxious to know 
where the Kingdom stands in 
terms of economic coopera- 
tion between the two banks 
of the River Jordan. 

Jordanian officials have 
conveyed their views to the 
PLO through different chan- 
nels and sought a dear PLO 
position on the draft But, 
analysts and diplomats say, a 
definite answer could come 
only from Mr. Arafat, and he 
is not talking about the agree- 
ment either. 

Doubts were cast on the 
implementation of the Jan. 7 
accord when Israel and the 
PLO signed an agreement in 
Paris in April outlining mod- 
alities and mechanisms for 
economic ties between the 
Jewish state and the auton- 
omous territories. 

The Israel-PLO accord. 


(CsHffcmed on page 3) 


Lifting of Iraq sanctions 


will hurt Algeria 



PARIS (R) — A senior U.S. 
official said on Friday the 
fear of destabilising Algeria 
through a world drop in oil 
prices was a key reason why 
Washington opposed lifting 


nternational sanctions 
against Iraq. 

He said allowing Iraq back 
into the international oil mar- 
ket would push prices down 
to S10-S12 a barrel from a 
current level of around $16. 

The official, briefing repor- 
ters on U.S. policy in the 
Near East and North Africa, 
said: “If... you were to allow 
Iraq to the international oil 
market, in six months Iraq 
would probably be ex- 
porting between one and a 
half and two million barrels a 
day. 

"In 18 months they would 
be exporting three million 
barrels a day... this would 
drive the international price 
of oil down somewhere, my 
guess is. between S 10 and $12 
a barrel." he said. 

"What would this do to 
Algeria? Would this not com- 
pletely undermine or tend to 
undermine policies of coun- 
tries which are trying to sup- 
port Algeria and bring it out 
of this chaos that they are in 
now," the official said. 

He spoke as U.S Assistant 
Secretary ot State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Robert Pel- 
letreau visited Paris for talks 
with French officials about 


coordinating moves on issues 
like Algeria and Iraq. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is to meet later this month for 


discussions on Iraqi com- 
pliance with the terms ending 
the 1991 Gulf war over Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The head of a U.N. com- 
mission on Iraqi disarma- 
ment. Rolf Ekeus. told the 
Security Council on Wednes- 
day that long-term mechan- 
isms to monitor Iraq's milit- 
ary capacity could soon be in 
place. 

“It is a major success for 
the council what has been 
done so far. The monitoring 
and verification procedures 
should be fully in place in 
September." Mr. Ekeus told 
the council, according to 
U.N. spokesman Joe Sills. 

“The government of Iraq is 
doing a good job.” Mr. Sills 
quoted Ekeus as saying. 

The U.N. team's long-term 
verification and control of 
Iraq's military capacity is ex- 
pected to begin in late 
September but it will take six 
months to test the apparatus, 
the Swedish diplomat told the 
U.N. Security Council in a 
closed-door session. 

That means it will be 
March before the U.N. team 
will be able to report to the 
council on the results of its 
labours. Iraq, which is hoping 
that the oil embargo will soon 
be lifted has been cooperat- 
ing with the United Nations 
in installing cameras and 
other devices which can be 
used to monitor Iraq’s 
weapon's programmes. 

The Security Council is ex- 
pected to reexamine the sanc- 
tions before Monday but has 


ruled out any immediate 
modifications in the sanctions 
regime. Western diplomats 
said. 

Setting up the long-term 
monitoring procedure is the 
single portion of the ceasefire 
agreement not in place. 

In a report to the U.N. 
Security Council. Mr. Ekeus 
said that all weapons of mass 
destruction revealed by Iraq 
had been dismantled by the 
U.N. team shortly after the 
Gulf war ended in 1991. 

“Declared or otherwise 
identified chemical weapons, 
precursors and means for 
their production have been 
destroyed,” the report said. 
Declared biological research 
facilities were also closed and 
biological strains of concern 
to the commission disposed 
of. 

“The commission now be- 
lieves that it has a credible 
accounting for all of Iraq's 
missiles with a range greater 
than 150 kilometres arid that 
such missiles remaining in 
Iraq after the termination of 
hostilities have been des- 
troyed.” the report said. 

Mr. Ekeus said that uncer- 
tainties persisted about Iraq's 
military programmes before 
the Gulf war since Baghdad 
has insisted that paperwork 
on the programme was des- 
troyed. 

“Jt has been necessary to 
resort to other and more 
time-consuming procedures 
to verify Iraq's accou nts of its 
past programmes." said Mr. 
Ekeus. 



FLIGHT: A Rwandan refugee crosses the Zairean border at 
Goma with thousands of compatriots fleeing the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front advance on the northwestern Rwandan town 
of Gisenyi. Rwanda’s mter in government left Gisenyi for 
the southwestern town of tyaogngo, where the French 
intervention force in Rwanda is based (see page 5) (AFP 
photo) - 


S. Korea, U.S. to avoid 
hasty response to North 


SEOUL (Agencies) — North 
Korea prepared the funeral 
this weekend of its “Great 
Leader” Kim E-Sung while 
U.S. President BQl Clinton 
and his South Korean coun- 
terpart agreed to avoid hasty 
reaction to changes stemming 
from his death. 

Mr. Clinton and South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam talked by telephone for 
about 20 minutes on Friday, 
their first discussion since the 
North Korean president died 
a week ago, a Seoul presiden- 
tial spokesman said. 

“The two leaders agrefed 
that they would cope with 
any changes in the North 
Korean situation by cooper- 
ating closely, resolutely, 
prudently and without 
haste,” the spokesman said. 

Mr. Clinton informed Mr. 
Kim that Japanese Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
had told him during the G-7 
summit Tokyo would main- 
tain cooperation on North 
Korea with Seoul and 
Washington. 

On Friday. Japan issued its 
annual defence white paper 
which said North Korea’s 
long-range missiles and its 
suspected plans to develop 
nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical warheads posed a grave 
threat to Japan and the Far 
East. 

Defence Ministry counsel- 
lor Hirotsugu Ota said Japan 
had no contingency plans ax 
present to counter a military 
threat from North Korea. 

“But we would have to 
consider certain measures in 
the future if North Korea 
went ahead with its missile 
development,” be said with- 
out elaborating. 

The Seoul spokesman said 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Kim had 
a “comprehensive but con- 
crete” exchange to prepare 
for any changes in North 
Korea's political situation, 
nuclear policies and the sus- 
pended inter-Korean sum- 
mit, but declined to give de- 
tails- 

Kim Ii-Sung's sudden 
death last Friday came at a 
time of apparently easing ten- 
sion between North Korea 
and the West, raising ques- 
tions in Seoul and Washing- 
ton as to whether the process 
will be continued under new 
leaders m Pyongyang. 

Kim E-Sung had been due 
to meet Kim Young-Sam for 
an unprecedented inter- 
Korean summit in Pyongyang 
on July 25. which was seen as 
a major opportunity to end 
cold war enmity that has per- 
sisted since the division of 


Korea in 1945. 

Seoul has said it is willing 
to pursue the supimit once- 
Kim E-Sung’s successor has 
established himself as leader. 

Pyongyang notified Seoul 
on Monday it wished to post- 
pone the summit indefinitely 
because of Kim’s death. 

Pyongyang also postponed 
high-level tajlre with the Un- 
ited States intended to re- 
solve the dispute over its 
suspected development of 
nuclear arms, but has indi- 
cated arrangements could be; 
made to resume negotiations 
after Mr. Kim’s funeral on 
Sunday. 

Seoul officials believe 
North Korea will confirm 
Kim Jong-E, Kim E-Sung's 
son and designated successor,, 
as its undisputed leader and 
say there are si^ns reformists 
might be climbing the hierar- 
chy of the reclusive commun- 
ist state. 

South Korea meanwhile 
hardened its position against 
citizens mourning the late 
Kim, while Pyongyang broke 
a tacit trace and resumed 
attacks on die Southern lead- 
ership. 

The United States, mean- 
while, informed South Korea 
overnight that Washington 
had instructed all officials not 
to make consolatory remarks 
on Kim E-Sung’s death, a 
South Korean foreign minis- 
try spokesman said. 

Japan has also told its gov- 
ernment officials not to ex- 
press condolences over Kim’s- 
death, apparently at the re- 
quest of South Korea. 

The U.S. and Japanese 
moves came as South Korea 
issued a manhunt order for 
some 100 activist students in 
the southwestern city of 
Kwangju, who were sus- 
pected of setting up an altar 
to mourn Kim E-Sung. 

Meanwhile, Overseas Ko- 
reans visiting Pyongyang for 
Kim E-Sung's funeral were 
received by Kim Jong-E. 

The visitors reportedly in- 
cluded pro-Pyongyang e thnic 
Koreans from Japan, a weli- v 
connected Korean American* 
businesswoman, and anti- 
Seoul activists. 

The altar in Kwangju was 
found when some l^TO riot 
policemen stormed Chan n am 
University to break up a oft-in 
by striking workers of 
Kumho Tyre Co. early Fri-. 
'day, triggering a pitched bat- 
tle with t ear g as, 

. p oRce detained 20 inciuiT 
mg two of the striking work- 
ers of South Korea's "largest 
tire manufacturer, in Kwang- 


ju 


Christopher to devote intense work to Israel- Syria track 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — 
State Department spokesman 
Michael McCuny on Thurs- 
day cautioned reporters not 
to anticipate any type of 
“breakthrough" during 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s trip to the Mid- 
dle East this week “because 
the distance between the par- 
ties is great.'’ 

Noting there have been 
“enormously positive de- 
velopments within the re- 
gion.” such as the imple- 
mentation of the Israeli- 
Palestinc Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) declaration of 
principles and international 
assistance that is going into 
the building of peace struc- 


tures. McCurry said, “This is 
an opportunity for the secret- 
ary to review- that progress; it 
is also an opportunity to re- 
view progress on the other 
tracks." 

Mr. Christopher expects 
“that this step-by-slep pro- 
cess will only take one more 
step, hopefully forward, as a 
result of this trip,” McCurry 
added. The secretary is sche- 
duled to leave Washington 
for the Middle East on July 
17. Later he will fly to Bang- 
kok to attend the Asean 
(Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations) post-ministe- 
rial consultations and to con- 
fer bilaterally with foreign 
ministers. 


Mr. McCurry said “some 
type of trilateral meeting” 
could be expected "on tne 
Jordanian track” of the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 
Israeli officials have already- 
said Christopher will meet 
with Israeli and Jordanian 
leaders July 20. "There will 
be some very careful and 


Israeli-Syrian negotiations 
have been at an impasse since 
Mr. Christopher's last trip to 
the region in May. The talks 
centre on the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from the Golan 
Heights, which have been 
occupied since 1967, in return 
for normalised relations. 


intensive work on the israel- 
Syria track” of the negotia- 
tions as well, the spokesman 
said. 


AFP adds: The Palestinians 
and Israelis on Monday will 
resume their talks in Cairo on 
extending Palestinian auton- 
omy beyond Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip. 


Experts and diplomats in 
Washington expressed hopes 
that progress between ferae! 
and Jordan could induce Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 
Asssd :c m?{f? concessions. 


‘‘Syria’s leverage on the 
other actors of the peace 
process has declined,” said a 
U.S. diplomat involved with 
Middle Eastern affairs. 


For different reasons, 
Israelis and Syrians both 
appear to want the United 
Slates, a co-sponsor of the 
peace process, to become 
more actively involved. 
Another tour by Mr. Christ- 
opher is in the works for 
August, according to in- 
formed sources. 

Tut) decades ago, Henry 
Kissinger engaged in shuttle 
diplomacy for 41 days be- 
tween Syria and Israel to 
secure the disengagement cf 
forces after the 1973 war. 

Mr. Christopher wili leave 
Sunday morning from 
Washington to Israel. He 
leaves the region July 22 for 
Bangkok. 


Queen Elizabeth’s 
niece marries 
former actor 


LONDON (AP) — Lady 
Sarah Armstrong-Joaes, die 
daughter of Princess Mar- 
garet, was married to fanner 
actor Daniel Chatto. Thai*, 
day in a simple ceremony at 
an out-of-the-way church fr 
London. The wedding was a 
small, family affair, but 
crowds of photographers and 
curiosity-seekers choked the 
pavement outside the Church 
of St. Stephen. Wa] brook for 
a glimpse of the famous refer 
fives. Lady Sarah, a 30-year- 
old artist, avoids the hmehgjht 
but has been seen regularly 
with Mr. Chatto for about 
seven years. Mr. Chatto, 37, 
who appeared in several' 
films, is now an artist. The 
bride, in a simple, flowing 
whit gown and veil, arrived 
with her father, the photo- 
grapher Lord Snowdon. A 
cheer went up for Princess 
Diana, and a few minutes 
later a big cheer went to her 
estranged husband Prince 
Charles and his grandmother 
the Queen Mother, who ar- 
rived in the same limousine. 
Queen Elizabeth II and 
Prince Philip — the bride's 
aunt and unde — looked 
happy and relaxed. Princess 
Margaret, the queen’s only 
aster, chatted amiably with 
her ex-husband Lord Snow- 
don. Also there were the 
bride’s brother, furniture de- 
signer Lord Liniey, the 
queen’s son Prince Edward 
and his girlfriend Sophie 
Rhys-Jones, and the queen’s 
daughter Princess Anne, 
whose daughter Zara, 13, 
was a bridesmaid. The 17th 
century church, built by Sir 
Christopher Wren in what is 
now the financial district, 
seats about 200 people in a 
aide around the altar. The 
reception was held at Clar- 
ence Honse, the London 
home of the bride’s grand- 
mother, the Queen Mother. 
Although they are grandchil- 
dren of King George VI, 
Lady Sarah and her brother 
axe commoners. Under rules 
drawn up by King George V 
in 1917, children of a sov- 
reign's daughter do not be- 
come their royal highnesses. 
Princess Anne’s children are 
just plain Peter and Zara 
Phillips. As Princess Mar- 
garet once observed: “My 
children are not royal, their 
aunt just happens to be the 

S ueen.” In the evening, - 
•aniel and Lady Sarah Chat- 
to flew to Delhi, India, on a 
scheduled British Airways 
flight from London's Heath- 
row Airport. 


Yeltsin has cold, 
misses meeting 


French first lady 
hospitalised 


PARIS (AP) — Danielle 
Mitterrand has been hospital- 
ised for tests and was to 
undergo surgery for an undis- 
closed disorder, a spokes- 
woman for the -French first 
lady said. Mrs. Mitterrand, 
69, was admitted to a hospital 
about two weeks ago and the 
operation was expected “in 
the coming days” after the 
tests are completed, the 
spokeswoman said in a tele- 
phone interview on custom- 
ary anonymity. Hie spokes- 
woman dk&ned to elaborate, 
and refused to describe Mrs. 
Mitterrand’s health problem 
or characterise its serious- 
ness. But she added: “Any 
operation is serious for a 
person of that age.” Repor- 
ters asked about her absence 
at foe traditional Bastille Day 
garden party Thursday at foe 
Elysee Palace, foe official re- 
sidence of President Francois . 
Mitterrand. As president of 
France-Libertfis, a humarufa- 
nan and human rights found- 
ation, Mrs. Mitterrand has 
refused to accept foe tradi- 
tional low-profile role of the 
French first lady since beC 
husband was elected in I9SL 
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MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin missed a meet- 
ing of the Russian govern- 
ment Friday because of a 
cold, a spokesman said. “He 
has a simple cold and all his 
meetings have been post- 
poned to next week. The 
president is in Moscow but 
□ot working in the Kremlin,” 
the spokesman said. Mr. 
Yeltsin, 63, had been sche- 
duled to take part in a gov- 
ernment meeting Friday 
morning. Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin was 
due to report on economic 
results of the first six months 
of the year. 
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